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Was It a Romp or a Wake-Up Call for Democrats?

Despite Big Win, Some Arlington Neighborhoods Showed Opposition to Missing Middle
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

Incumbent Arlington County
Board member Matt de Ferranti’s
healthy re-election victory in the
Nov. 8 general election did not

come without some inherent warning signs for Democrats about one
segment of the county population’s
unhappiness with current governance.
Whether the party heeds the potential canary in the coal mine, or

A N A LYSIS
even needs to, remains to be seen.
De Ferranti won about 60.5
percent of the vote as he cruised
to re-election in a campaign that
turned out to be noisier (largely on

the issue of Missing Middle zoning changes) than the end result
suggested it needed to be. Audrey
Clement, a perennial candidate
who ran on an anti-Missing Middle
Continued on Page 14

Back Together Again!
‘Spirit of Community’
Honorees Celebrated
at In-Person Festivities

Back in person for the first time since 2019, the
Arlington Community Foundation’s William T.
Newman “Spirit of Community” Award for 2022
honored three individuals with diverse, but each
highly important, impacts on the community.
Honors were presented Nov. 10 to Portia Clark,
Mark Riley and Dr. Mike Silverman, for the following achievements:
• Clark was honored for her longstanding service as a community organizer, particularly in the
Green Valley and Four Mile Run Valley areas.
• Riley was saluted for his leadership of the annual Arlington Turkey Trot and other efforts that
support funding for social-safety-net initiatives.
• Silverman was honored for his service as chief
of emergency medicine at Virginia Hospital Center,
and for making COVID information available to
the broader community.
The William T. Newman Spirit of Community
Award is named in honor of Circuit Court Judge
William Newman Jr., who founded the Arlington
Continued on Page 14

ONLINE

Circuit Court Chief Judge William Newman Jr. (left) poses with 2022 Arlington Community Foundation “Spirit of Community”
award recipients Mark Riley, Portia Clark and Dr. Mike Silverman at last week’s awards luncheon, the first held in person since
the onset of the pandemic in 2020.
JOHN FLEMING PHOTOGRAPHY
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There is no safe way to drive drunk.

PLAN AHEAD

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE
Did you
know?
Drunk driving
crashes are at
least twice as
likely to result in
a serious injury or
death.

Learn more about how we are working to achieve
our goal of zero transportation-related deaths and
fatalities on our roads and trails by 2030

Get Involved @ arlingtonva.us/transportation/vision-zero
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Q&A: Thanksgiving Effort
Takes All Hands on Deck
at the Knights of Columbus

WHAT OTHERS
ARE SAYING!
About Carol
“We knew from the start that the sale of
this property was going to be a challenge
and it certainly lived up to the expectation.
Being three hours away I greatly appreciate your
help throughout the process eliminating my need to be a
road warrior for the last few months.”

_ Jonathan and Susan

As the real estate market, stock market, and economy shift,
everyone will be looking for substance, experience, and a
track record of delivering on promises no matter what
happens in the world. Something the Coldwell Banker®
brand has been providing for over 116 years and Carol
Temple has been delivering for over 40 years.

Supporters provide the backbone for the Arlington Knights of Columbus’s annual Thanksgiving effort, which delivers thousands of meals across the local region.

The Arlington Knights of Columbus
is gearing up for its annual Thanksgiving-meal effort, which is expected to feed
more than 2,500 people this year.
For information on the initiative – a
tradition for generations – see the Website
at www.bit.ly/thanksgivingarlington.
The Sun Gazette recently checked in
with Kate Gilchrist McMorrow, who with
her husband Myles McMorrow is chairing the initiative.
With the days counting down, how are
things looking for this annual tradition?
We are doing fairly well to be on track.
We are in need of monetary donations.
Costs have gone up this year, and the need
in the community seems to be greater.
How much planning is involved, and
what amount of volunteer support do you
need to bring it off?
I plan and begin coordinating with
the Meals on Wheels, Arlington County
Human/Protective/Elderly/Behavioral
Services, 19 shelters, Section 8 housing,
rehabs and domestic-violence shelters in
early September. I spend about 250 hours
planning and preparing for Thanksgiving. I count on the fellow members of
the Knights at the Arlington Council as
well as numerous community volunteers,
whether it be through social-media posts
or through newspapers and church bulletins.
This is a life-changing event, for those
who volunteer and those receiving the
meals. It is my most stressful time of year,
but honestly, the most rewarding thing I
do.
With COVID (hopefully) moving to
the rear-view mirror, is the 2022 event
more like pre-COVID Thanksgivings, or
are there still significant changes?

2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022

Nobody knows Arlington like Carol
www.ArlingtonHouses.com
Carol@ArlingtonHouses.com
703-568-1100
Life Member, NVAR Million Dollar Club, NVAR Top Producers Club

703-524-2100

Afﬁliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell
Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned by a subsidiary
of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair
Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Myles McMorrow and Kate Gilchrist McMorrow chair the annual Thanksgiving effort.

Significant changes. We no longer do
the sit-down portion of Thanksgiving,
because we have found we can feed more
of the community if we don’t have to stop
to set up. We also can no longer accept
outside cooked turkeys. We buy and cook
all the food ourselves.
Who is the target audience you are hoping to reach with this event, and has that
changed over the years?
Our target has always been the same. It
has evolved and grown, especially during
the past few years, because of COVID.
My goal is to feed ANYONE who needs a
meal. We don’t want anyone to be forgotten, and hopefully, this makes them feel a
little less lonely and that we are grateful
for them on Thanksgiving!
What can the public do at this stage to
support either this year’s event or support it
in future years?
Monetary donations and volunteer
delivery drivers are needed. For drivers,
it is approximately one hour out of the
day, and those who wish to donate can go
to http://www.sagepayments.net/eftcart/
forms/donate.asp?M_id=221841925176.

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy
means slowing down,
it’s time for a welcome
breath of fresh air.
Introducing the Inogen One
family of portable oxygen systems.
With no need for bulky tanks, each
concentrator is designed to keep you
active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery
Technology.® Hours of quiet and consistent
oxygen flow on a long-lasting battery charge
enabling freedom of movement, whether at
home or on the road. Every Inogen One meets FAA
requirements for travel ensuring the freedom to be you.
•
•
•
•
•
•

No heavy oxygen tanks
Ultra quiet operation
Lightweight and easy to use
Safe for car and air travel
Full range of options and accessories
FAA approved and clinically validated

Call 1-833-976-0760
for a free consultation.

sungazette.news

MKT-P0240

November 17, 2022 3

Ranked-Choice Voting Is One Step Closer to Reality
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

Arlington County Board members on
Nov. 12 set the stage for action in December switching County
Board primary elections from the winnertake-all format, in place
locally for 150 years, to
a ranked-choice system.
In putting the logistical dominoes in motion
toward what is likely to be pro-forma approval next month, County Board members did not, however, extend the change
to County Board general elections, which
they were entitled to do under state law.
Instead, county leaders say, using the
primary will provide a good test laboratory before moving forward. Depending
on the experience in next June’s primary,
board members would have time to extend the change to that November’s general election.
“If it doesn’t go so great . . . we just
don’t adopt it [for the general election],”
County Board member Libby Garvey
said.
Alternately, “if it all goes smoothly,
we’re good to go in November,” Garvey
said.
“That’s my hope,” added County
Board Chairman Katie Cristol, who has
pressed her colleagues to move to rankedchoice voting for general elections but
apparently couldn’t win over enough of
them to set it up that way immediately.
In the ranked-choice (also known as
instant-runoff) process, voters are able to
rank candidates in order of preference;
should no candidate receive 50 percent
of the vote on the first ballot, the lowest
scoring candidate is eliminated, and his/

her votes are reallocated based on voter
preferences.
The process continues in multiple
rounds until a candidate hits the 50-percent threshold.
While the system could accommodate
any number of competitors, current Arlington voting equipment only would allow for ranking of up to three candidates,
the county’s general registrar told County
Board members.
While unlikely to be available for next
year’s elections, election officials will look
at the cost of purchasing new equipment
or upgrading what currently is on hand to
remove that limitation, registrar Gretchen
Reinemeyer said.
“We’ll be doing a thorough investigation,” she said.
Will moving to ranked-choice voting impact the public release of election
results? “I don’t think it’ll take longer,”
Reinemeyer said, with the caveat that, as
now, it takes several days after an election
for the last mail-in ballots to trickle in
and provisional ballots to be scrutinized
by the Arlington Electoral Board.
Legislation patroned by Del. Patrick
Hope three years ago permitted the switch
to ranked-choice voting for County Board
races (but no other races in Arlington).
The legislation did not require a local
referendum before making the switch,
vesting the power exclusively in the governing body – which cynics might note is
something of an inherent conflict of interest. However, there are virtually no voices
against the proposal being raised in the
community, where there is a vocal group
that is pushing for it.
While the Arlington County Board has
the power to implement the change, rules
governing ranked-choice elections have
been delegated by the General Assembly
not to localities but to the State Board

of Elections. That body has now set the
rules for conducting ranked-choice elections, which Arlington officials will have
to follow.
Arlington Democrats already use
the process for School Board nominating caucuses (as state law does not allow state-run primaries for those posts)
and has used caucuses on occasion as
an alternative to primaries for County
Board, constitutional offices and legislative seats. With the County Board’s action next month, the Arlington County
Democratic Committee will obtain what
they are likely to see as the best of both
worlds: County Board nomination races
that include ranked-choice voting but are
conducted (and paid for) by the government, rather than staffed and funded by
the party as caucuses are.
Ranked-choice voting already has
twice impacted Arlington governance,
both times in 2020 and both times in the
Democratic nominating events.
That year, Takis Karantonis leapfrogged Barbara Kanninen in a Democratic caucus called to select a nominee
in the special election necessitated by the
death of incumbent County Board member Erik Gutshall.
Kanninen, a School Board member,
was leading in the first round but Karantonis catapulted past her after securing
the second- and third-choice votes of
candidates who scored lower and were
eliminated.
Also in 2020, David Priddy won a
come-from-behind endorsement in the
Democrats’ School Board caucus, also
benefiting from supporters of candidates
who were eliminated in early rounds.
The 2023 County Board Democratic
primary could become a free-for-all, as
Cristol is not planning to seek re-election and board member Christian Dorsey

appears to be mulling over his decision.
Garvey predicted “there are going to be
numerous candidates” who make the run.
Arlington Republicans have not yet
taken a position on the proposed change,
spokesman Matthew Hurtt told the Sun
Gazette. But John Reeder, a leader of the
Arlington Green Party, said his party has
supported the concept of ranked-choice
voting for decades, and predicted it would
have a positive impact in the county once
extended to general elections.
“This would allow voters to support
Green candidates and feel that they are
not wasting their vote when the two major
parties also have candidates on the ballot.
In Arlington, this would encourage candidates to seek support not only from the
two major parties, but also third parties
like the Greens,” he told the Sun Gazette.
But the challenge for independents,
Greens and even Republicans in Arlington is finding a way to hold Democrats
below a majority in the first round of
County Board races, in order to allow the
process to kick in and play out.
With very rare exceptions (2014 and
2018 the most recent two), Democratic
County Board candidates garner far
above an absolute majority in general
elections. Democrats Takis Karantonis in
2021 and Matt de Ferranti in 2022 each
scored more than 60 percent of the vote.
County Board members put the matter, which involves an ordinance change,
on their Dec. 17 agenda. Any member of
the public interested in speaking on it will
be able to.
The five-member Arlington County
Board came into being 1932, supplanting a three-member Board of Supervisors
that had governed the community since
the early 1870s. In each case, elections
have been decided on a winner-take-all
basis.

1930s, survived for more than 70 years
before it was removed to make way for a
rear addition in 2016. Schum-Brady told
HALRB members she “tried to carry the
details of the house into the addition.”
She also has improved the roofing, added
accessibility features and opened up the
narrow windows to bring more light into
the home and eliminate somewhat somber curb appeal that at times could spook
some people, Schum-Brady said.
The home sits near, but not within,
three districts that are on the National
Register of Historic Places. But that designation is merely an honorific that places
no limits on the property. Being made an

Arlington historic district puts restrictions
on what can be done to the exterior of the
property without HALRB approval.
That was the sticking point in two recent cases, one involving the Rouse estate
on Wilson Boulevard and the other a Victorian-era property in East Falls Church.
The owners of those properties had them
razed, circumventing efforts of preservationists to have them declared historic by
the County Board.
In the case of the Rouse property,
County Board members were advised
by their legal team that trying to impose
historic status and restrictions against the
will of owners likely would fail in court,
Virginia being a strongly pro-propertyrights state that gives local governments
little independent power to deviate from
edicts imposed by Richmond.
Arlington’s local historic districts include neighborhoods such as Maywood
as well as individual buildings or groups
of buildings. There also are slightly more
than a dozen individual homes on the list,
dating from the 1760s to the 1930s.

SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

Arlington in recent years has lost several homes to the wrecking ball after their
owners refused to support community
efforts at including them in local historic
districts.
But in the latest instance, the homeowner and preservationists are on the
same page.
As a result, it could be just a few weeks
before Arlington County Board members formally designate a Virginia Square
property – known as the Anderson House
for a couple who lived in it long ago – as
its own historic district.
“I’ve tried to respect the building,” said
its current owner, Marie Schum-Brady, in
remarks at the October meeting of the
Historical Affairs and Landmark Review
Board (HALRB).
HALRB members at the meeting affirmed that the property, set on a third of
an acre at 3500 14th Street North, met several of the criteria needed for acceptance
4
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into the historic-district list. The final say,
however, rests with the County Board.
HALRB members, who over the past
two years tried but failed to win owner
support for inclusion of several homes on
the historic-district list, savored the moment.
“I’ve been admiring your house for
many, many years,” HALRB chairman
Richard Woodruff told Schum-Brady.
“It’s so unique.”
Definitely unique for Arlington: The
four-square style is rarely seen in the community, although more may have existed
before waves of redevelopment moved
through neighborhoods over the past
half-century.
The home dates to 1912 and was located on a lot on what then was known as
301 North Ridgely St. (Arlington’s streets
were renamed to their current alphabetical order in the 1930s.) In 1916, after the
addition of a front porch, it was assessed
at $3,000 for tax purposes; today that assessed valuation is about $1.26 million.
Another addition, completed in the

ARLINGTON COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Home in Virginia Square Is Likely to Get Historic Designation

sungazette.news

Beyer Runs Up the Vote Totals in His Re-Election Bid
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

It’s not a competition – nah! – but U.S.
Rep. Don Beyer (D-8th) garnered the
largest majority of the
vote among all Democrats on the Virginia
congressional ballot
Nov. 8.
Beyer picked up 73.3
ELECTION percent of the vote in
the 8th District, based
on mostly complete yet
unofficial tabulations.
That’s a better winning percentage
than the other five Virginia Democratic
congressional candidates who won victories. But it was lower than the 73.5 percent
of the vote picked up by Republican incumbent Morgan Griffith in the 9th Congressional District, which despite being
adjacent (numerically-speaking) to the
8th is located at the opposite end of the
commonwealth, comprising a large swath
of southwestern Virginia – a region that
was heavily Republican even when Democrats held a near-monopoly on Virginia
elections from the 1920s to the 1960s.
Beyer, 72, saw strong margins across
the 8th District, which includes all of
Arlington County and the cities of Falls
Church and Alexandria, plus portions of
Fairfax County.
“I will never stop fighting . . . for every

2022

single thing that Virginians value, and it’s
not lost of me that you are the reason I
get to continue that fight,” Beyer said in
a post-Election Day e-mail to supporters.
“I could not have done this without your
support every step of the way.”
The victory came despite a spirited
challenge from Republican Karina Lipsman. Independent Teddy Fikre also was
in the race, but neither was expected to be
able to make a dent in the final result of
a district that is as Democratic-leaning as
they come.
Lipsman said her campaign “has been
about the people in this district who feel
like they don’t have a voice – their costs
have skyrocketed, crime is out of control
and parents are furious about the education system’s failings. I will continue to
give voice to those issues.”
Lipsman thanked her campaign supporters, and also thanked Beyer for his
service to the district. “Public service is an
endeavor that deserves so much respect,”
she said.
Beyer in 2014 won a crowded Democratic primary and moved on to the general election in the race to succeed U.S.
Rep. Jim Moran, who retired after more
than two decades in office. Previously,
Beyer had served two terms as Virginia’s
lieutenant governor and was U.S. ambassador to Switzerland and Liechtenstein
(never forget Liechtenstein . . .) during the
Obama administration.

CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY AT

Woodleigh Chase

Earlier this year, Beyer fended off a
challenge from Victoria Virasingh, who
attempted to run to his right in the Democratic primary but only managed 22 percent of the vote.
Statewide, two of three embattled
Democratic incumbents survived, including Abigail Spanberger in the 7th District
and Jennifer Wexton in the 10th. But in
the 2nd District, Democrat Elaine Luria
fell to a Republican challenger, the lone
flip of the night among the 11-member
Virginia delegation to the U.S. House of
Representatives.
Democrat Wins All Precincts in School
Board Romp: Democratic-endorsed
School Board candidate Bethany Sutton
didn’t lose a single precinct en route to a
healthy victory in the Nov. 8 general election.
Sutton received 67.8 percent of the
vote to 30.3 percent for James Vell Rives
IV, based on mostly complete yet unofficial tabulations.
Rives, running as an independent, was
able to raise campaign cash but wasn’t
able to do much against the Democratic
get-out-the-vote machine, which plowed
him under a sea of blue across the county
as it has done to so many independents
before.
Sutton in January will succeed Barbara
Kanninen, who did not seek a third fouryear term, and will maintain the School
Board’s Democratic monopoly, which has

been in place since the departure of twoterm independent Dave Foster in 2007.
The handover of the seat occurs at the
start of the new year.
Bonds All Win Easy Passage: Continuing a 40-year tradition, Arlington voters
overwhelmingly supported all six county
bond referendums on the Nov. 8 ballot,
which when sold will add a half-billion
dollars to the county government’s indebtedness.
Arlington voters haven’t turned down a
local bond since 1979, when Jimmy Carter
was in the White House, and there hasn’t
been a wholesale rejection of bonds since
1975, when Gerald Ford resided there.
On the ballot were:
• $22.5 million for parks.
• $53.3 million for community infrastructure.
• $52.6 million for Metro and transportation.
• $165 million for schools.
• $39.8 million for stormwater.
• $177.4 million for utilities.
Approval of the school bond means
plans to construct the planned new, $182
million Arlington Career Center can go
forward.
The Arlington County Democratic
Committee supported all six bonds, the
Arlington County Republican Committee
opposed all six, and the Arlington Greens
supported two (transportation and utilities) and opposed the rest.

A new senior living community coming soon
to Fairfax, Virginia.
Life is filled with promise at Woodleigh Chase.® Here,
stability and security, as well as fun and activity, will
come standard.
• LEARN about our wealth of amenities.
• PREVIEW a variety of stylish floor plans.
• SEE what makes us different.

Call 1-888-216-5196 for your free brochure,
or schedule your visit to our Sales Center
to see the construction.

554154

4595 Burke Station Road
Fairfax, VA 22032
WoodleighChase.com
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Opinion

Find more letters and
an archive of editorials
in “Arlington Opinion”
at sungazette.news

Our View: Calling Out Unresponsive Government

The Arlington County Civic Federation’s rank-and-file
this week was slated to get a first look at the draft of a proposed resolution calling on county-government leaders
to return to a more open, responsive county government
where everyone has the chance to have a seat at the table.
The resolution itself is stunning in its direct confrontation of the current powers-that-be in elected office and top
staff positions, but it’s when you dig into the extensive appendixes that you get an inkling of exactly how far today’s
county leadership seems to have gone in derailing any effort at input that might be at variance with the expected
outcomes on issues that range the gamut of daily living.

(Don’t trust us? Go read for yourself at www.civfed.org.
It’s as enlightening a document to have come out of any
local civic group in some time.)
Now, there’s no guarantee the Civic Federation membership will adopt the recommended language, and it’s
even possible that the proposed resolution will be quietly
tucked away to gather dust. But the mere fact that some
extremely serious people within the organization took the
time to chronicle their concerns in such a comprehensive
manner shows that the days of “the Arlington Way,” where
the public truly was a partner in the decision-making process, are long gone. We need to get them back.

A win’s a win, and Arlington County Board member
Matt de Ferranti’s substantial victory – taking 60 percent
of the vote against two independent challengers – is not
something to discount. In fact, he deserves credit.
But. (There’s always a “but,” isn’t there.)
Take a look at precinct-by-precinct results and you’ll
see that four big, largely single-family swaths of North
Arlington in large number voted for anti-Missing-Middle
candidate Audrey Clement over de Ferranti.
A decade or more ago, this would have been something
of major importance, as County Board members for generations had feared the wrath of North Arlington neighborhoods and worked hard to stay on their good side.
These days, however, even local elections are dominated
not by those neighborhoods, but by residents of condos
and apartments who the Arlington County Democratic

Committee successfully have activated to vote the party’s
sample ballot, top to bottom, year after year. The days of
County Board members being afraid of outsized power
wielded by residents of single-family North Arlington
neighborhoods are in the rear-view mirror.
That’s not necessarily a good development or a bad
one. It merely is was it is. But it means that those neighborhoods, which not too long ago would have held an effective veto power over implementation of something like
massive Missing Middle zoning changes, are no longer the
drivers in the countywide decision-making.
Still, it’s going to be verrrrrrry interesting to see the reaction in those neighborhoods once the bulldozers move
in, homes are razed and de-facto multi-family housing
starts taking its place. You think those residents are PO’d
now? Just wait until then.

Dominance of Single-Family Neighborhoods Is Officially Over

Election Shows Public Supports Missing Middle
Editor:
Many have stated that this year’s Arlington County Board election was serving as a proxy vote for Missing Middle
housing. The results are clear: Arlington
voters overwhelmingly support Missing
Middle housing.
County Board member Matt de Ferranti, who takes a middle-of-the-road
approach to Missing Middle housing,
and independent candidate Adam Theo,
who supports the densest forms of Missing Middle housing, combined for over 70
percent of the vote. Independent candidate Audrey Clement, who made opposing all forms of Missing Middle housing
the focal point of her campaign, drew just
over 28 percent of the vote.
When Clement ran for County Board
in 2020, she received 26.8 percent of the
vote. With Missing Middle housing being the focal point of this year’s election,
the less than 2 percent vote increase that
Clement received this year while railing
against the proposition sets a clear message for how Arlingtonians feel.
The County Board should take note of
these results and proceed with its vote on

Missing Middle housing. Furthermore,
the combined showing between Theo and
de Ferranti displays a level of interest
in the densest forms of Missing Middle
housing. The County Board should take
that interest into consideration.
Derek Webber, Arlington
•••
Editor:
The recently concluded Arlington
County Board election was billed as a
referendum on Missing Middle housing
policies, which surged to become the most
dominant and divisive issue in a county
election since the streetcar eight years
ago.
The results are in: Arlington voters
delivered a decisive win for pro-Missing Middle incumbent Matt de Ferranti,
while pro-Missing Middle candidate
Adam Theo almost doubled his margin
from last year. Together they combined
for over 70 percent of all votes cast, while
anti-Missing Middle challenger Audrey
Clement didn’t even break 30 percent.
The voters have spoken. We want
Missing Middle.
Now that the County Board has a clear

sungazette.news

mandate, many residents will wonder what
changes to expect in their neighborhoods.
As an Arlington homeowner, I’m looking
forward to those changes. They’ll be slow
and gradual, one development at a time
and barely noticed by most of us. Our
neighborhoods will largely look and feel
the same. The biggest difference is that a
few more families will get to live in our
neighborhoods and be our neighbors.
How do we know all of that? Because
that’s how it’s played out in other places
where Missing Middle homes are legal.
For example, one neighborhood in
Portland, Ore., has allowed duplexes,
triplexes and quadplexes for more than
40 years. Today its homes are a mix of
older and newer single-family houses,
with multi-family homes sprinkled in. Its
mature tree canopy has been well-preserved, and the total number of homes
has changed by less than 1 percent every
year.
That is what it looks like to allow
Missing Middle homes. It is, to borrow a
slogan, our Missing Middle future. And it
looks great!
Wells Harrell, Arlington

County May Seek Additional Powers to Catch Speeders
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

It probably will be on the fast track to
nowheresville, given the balance of power
in Richmond,
COUNTY
but Arlington
leaders
will
NOTES
be asking the
General Assembly to expand the ability
of localities to use speed cameras beyond
the currently permitted school and work
zones.
The request comes as part of the Arlington County Board’s proposed 2023
General Assembly priorities, slated for
adoption in December.
Virginia localities have the power to use
electronic devices to monitor speed, and
fine speeders, but are limited to the aforementioned school and work zones. Expansion of the system probably would garner
support in the Democratic-controlled state
Senate but might have a harder time in
the Republican-dominated House of Delegates and with Republican Gov. Glenn
Youngkin.
The 2023 General Assembly session
kicks off Jan. 11 and is anticipated to run
for 45 days. Approximately 2,000 bills are
expected to be introduced.
Northern Virginia localities also currently have the power to install cameras
to catch those running red lights, but the
number is limited under state law.
Government Vaccination Clinic Slated
to Close in December: It served its purpose, and the Arlington County government has announced plans to shut down
its COVID-vaccination clinic at the
Department of Human Services (2100
Washington Blvd.)
Until mid-December, appointments
and walk-ins are available for COVID vaccinations and boosters for ages 6 months

and older Tuesdays through Fridays from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.
County-government officials say the
availability of vaccines elsewhere has led
to a slackening of demand at the clinic,
which at one time was part of a much
larger government vaccination effort.
“What started as a small team in December 2020 quickly grew into hundreds
of staff and volunteers, operating six clinics and dozens of special events, allowing
us to administer more than 215,000 doses
of the vaccine,” said Dr. Reuben Varghese,
the county government’s public-health director.
County Government, Comcast Still
Taking Time on Cable-Franchise Update:
Remember Jarndyce v. Jarndyce, the fictional, interminable legal case that was
the basis of the seemingly never-ending
Charles Dickens novel “Bleak House”
that many a middle-schooler was forced
to trudge through during English class?
A similar situation is playing out between the Arlington government and
Comcast, although both sides seem to
be taking their very lengthy negotiations
toward a new cable-service contract in
stride.
Arlington County Board members on
Nov. 12 are expected to extend – for yet
another full year – the negotiating period
to come up with a new contract.
For Comcast customers, however, the
practical effect of the delay is probably
zero or close to it.
Lengthy delays in cable contracts
are nothing new in Arlington, but this
one does seem to be stretching things.
Comcast officials in early 2019 informed
county officials that it wanted to extend
the operating certificate, but things had
not progressed significantly in the ensuing
year, and then COVID hit.

In late 2021, County Board members
agreed to extend the existing contract for
a year, and the latest renewal will keep it
in place to Dec. 9, 2023.
Arlington also has inked cable-operating agreements with Verizon and RCN,
although the latter never started service.
For those of a literary bent who
won’t consider this brief complete until
the “Bleak House” reference is brought
full circle, Dickens based his Jarndyce v.
Jarndyce case (which has come to stand
as shorthand for legal cases that continue
on long after they have any relevance) on
a number of courtroom fights, including
the real-world English case of Jennens v.
Jennens, a court fight over an deceased
man’s wealth that ran from 1798 until it
finally ended in 1915 – yes, 117 years later
– by which point legal fees had exhausted
all the funds in the estate.
Leaf-Collection Efforts Kick Into
High Gear: That “giant sucking sound”
you’ll be hearing in coming weeks across
Arlington is not the government reaching
into your wallets (although that’s always

a good guess), but rather tons and tons
of leaves being vacuumed up from local
neighborhoods.
About 50,000 cubic yards of leaves are
expected to be removed as part of the Arlington County government’s efforts this
fall, with all neighborhoods receiving two
passes.
“Months ahead, staff analyzes historic
data, tree types and density, weather forecasts, state forestry forecasts and resident
feedback to develop the leaf-collection
schedule,” county officials said.
The collected leaves are turned into
mulch, which is made available to county
residents for pickup without charge. (Or it
can be delivered for a nominal fee.)
Leaf collection will run from Nov. 14
into December, taking place Mondays
through Saturdays with the exception of
Thanksgiving.
Full rules about preparing leaves for
collection can be found on the government’s Website at arlingtonva.us; local
residents are asked not to park on piledup leaves because of the fire hazard.
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Arlington Notes
GET THE SUN GAZETTE ONLINE: The

Sun Gazette recently upgraded its https://
sungazette.news Website with real-time
coverage and a host of new features you
will not find anywhere else.
You can find all the current news as
well as easy-to-read PDF versions of our
weekly editions right on the home page.
Also, you can check out our online-only
“Weekend” edition.

Voted #1 Hearing Care Retailer

Hearing Loss?
Beltone Can Help
Hearing Aids

Starting at

$799

Rechargeable

Easy Connectivity

Weather & Sweatproof

Get up to 30 hours
of quality sound on
a single charge†

Stream music, audio
and calls directly to your
hearing aids

Suitable for all lifestyles

Get

CHAMBER ANNOUNCES 2022 AWARD
RECIPIENTS: The Arlington Chamber of

Beltone Hearing Aid Set*
+ A Free Cleaning Set
with Purchase

Limited Time Offer!

Beltone Achieve™ RIE

Beltone Imagine™ Custom

Jabra Enhance™ Plus
with

Schedule Your FREE Hearing Screening

purc

has

e

(855) 408-3815
† Rechargeable battery life hours varies based on setting, model and usage.
* Terms and conditions apply. Discount based on MSRP. Offer valid 10/1/22-12/31/22 at participating
locations only on qualifying purchases. Jabra Enhance Plus not eligible for the discount. See locations for
details. Benefits of hearing instruments may vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment,
accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fit. Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts.

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!
To be truly independent, your personal
emergency device needs to work on the go.

MobileHelp Features:
Simple one-button operation
Affordable service
Ampliﬁed 2-way voice
communication

24/7 access to U.S. based
emergency operators
GPS location detection
Available Nationwide

1-855-878-2121
Optional Fall Button™

From

19.95*
/ month

$

*

The automatic fall detect pendant
that works WHERE YOU GO!

Optional
Fall Button

Limited Time Offer! 50% OFF Fall Detection Service*
Comfortable & Lightweight

Wearable as a Pendant

Waterproof

*$19.95 is the monthly price of subscription to a MobileHelp Classic at home only system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing
fee and $15 shipping fee required to subscribe to this plan. Equipment may vary as shown. System featured in photo above
is the MobileHelp DUO available at an additional monthly cost. Call or see terms and conditions for further details. 50% off
Fall Detection Promotion valid when Fall Detection Service is added to your monitoring system and MobileHelp Connect
Premium service is included with the order. Offer is valid for the first year of service only. This offer is for new
customers only and cannot be combined with any other offers. Promotion available for select plans only and
for a limited time. During the promotional term, you will receive $5 off the $10 full retail price of Fall Detection
service. After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $7.50/month when combined with
MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Button does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should always push their
help button when they need assistance. Fall Button is not intended to replace a caregiver for users dealing with
serious health issues. Service availability and access/coverage on the AT&T network is not available everywhere
and at all times. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation. MobileHelp is a registered
trademark. Patented technology. MobileHelp is an FDA registered company. MHPN-00939 Rev. 1
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Commerce has announced recipients of
its 2022 accolades, to be presented Dec. 9
at the business organization’s 98th annual
meeting.
Arlington Law Group will be presented with the 2022 Chair’s Award, while
Rich Reinsch of Digital Recollections will
receive the 2022 President’s Award and
the Education & Workforce Development
Committee will receive the 2022 Committee of the Year Award.
The annual luncheon will be held at
the Sheraton Pentagon City Hotel. New
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority general manager Randy Clarke
will be the keynote speaker.
Tickets are $95. For information, see
the Website at www.arlingtonchamber.
org.

CIVIC FEDERATION OPTS FOR PICNIC OVER BANQUET IN 2023: It’s been

a tradition for a century – excepting the
COVID era – but the Arlington County
Civic Federation is going to try something
in place of its annual banquet for 2023.
The organization plans on holding a
“celebratory picnic” on Sunday, June 25
at the Lyon Park Community Center.
The picnic will be a potluck affair, and
will including the annual presentation of
awards. Todd Truitt and Nadia Conyers
have been tapped to serve as co-chairs of
the event.
Traditionally, the Civic Federation has
held a banquet, usually in March, at a hotel in the county. The event was scrapped
in 2020, 2021 and 2022 based on publichealth conditions.
‘HOPE AGAINST HUNGER’ AIMS TO
BOOST FAMILIES AT HOLIDAYS: The

Arlington Food Assistance Center
(AFAC) is seeking the public’s support
for its holiday “Hope Against Hunger”
drive.
“The continual rise in grocery prices
put an increased strain on all of us . . .
[and can be] crippling to those who are
still reeling from the effects of the pandemic,” officials at the social-safety-net
agency said. “There are many hungry
families, children and seniors worrying
and wondering if they will have food on
the table to celebrate the holidays.”
Donations to the Hope Against Hunger initiative will sponsor holiday meals
for families that include a turkey, fresh
produce, milk, eggs and bread.
For information on the initiative and
providing support, see the Website at

sungazette.news

www.afac.org.
COUNTY’S ‘SECRET SANTA’ INITIATIVE
KICKS OFF: The Arlington County gov-

ernment’s “Secret Santa” program will be
accepting donations of gift cards that will
be used to support those in need across
the community.
Those making the donation are asked
to ensure each card does not exceed $25,
but can submit as many as they like. Financial contributions, made out to “Arlington County Treasurer – Secret Santa,”
are also accepted and will be used to purchase gift cards for distribution.
“Gift cards offer choices, which empowers the recipient,” county officials
said. “In a low-income family, a child
seeing that a gift comes from a parent
strengthens family bonds.”
Donations can be sent by mail to Holiday Giving Program, c/o Kurt Larrick,
Arlington Department of Human Services, 2100 Washington Blvd., Fourth Floor
- FMB, Arlington, Va. 22204.
Donations also can be made online via
credit card; see the Website at www.arlingtonva.us and search “Secret Santa.”

OPTIMIST CLUB’S CHRISTMAS-TREE
SALES TO START: The Arlington Op-

timist Club opens its annual Christmas
tree sale on Friday, Nov. 25 at noon at a
new location, the Knights of Columbus at
5115 Little Falls Road.
Thousands of trees will be available
for purchase, with proceeds benefiting
programs for youth.
Sales will continue until just before
Christmas or until sold out, whichever
comes first.

WINTER-THEMED ART SHOW, SALE ON
HORIZON: The 20th annual Winter Art-

ful Weekend Art Show will return to the
Hendry House at Fort C.F. Smith Park in
Arlington Dec. 2-4.
Forty artists from the Arlington Artists
Alliance will have items on display and for
sale, ranging from pantings to ceramics to
sculpture to cards.
Hours are Dec. 2 from 3 to 7 p.m. (with
a reception from 5 to 7 p.m.), Dec. 3 from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Dec. 4 from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. The park is located at 2411 24th
St. North.
For information, see the Website at
www.arlingtonartistsalliance.org.
WASHINGTON-LIBERTY TO HOST ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR: Washington-

Liberty High School will hold its annual
holiday bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 3 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the high school.
“We will be featuring plenty of vendors
for gift shopping, our student clubs and
activities fund-raising booths, and food
and drink to purchase – and of course,
tons of holiday cheer,” organizers said.
Admission is free, and the community
is invited.
Do your part: Send us your community
news and we’ll spread the word!

APS Students Gravitating
to Online-Support Option
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

Arlington Public Schools’ secondaryschool students already have received
more than 113,000
APS
minutes of support
NOTES through a new-for2022 initiative with an
online contractor that offers assistance
through tutoring and review of work.
More than 2,060 Arlington students
at 13 schools have taken advantage of
the free (to students if not to taxpayers)
24/7 service offered by a firm called Paper.
Contracting with the company is one way
the county school system is working to
address learning loss that piled up during
the pandemic, when local students found
themselves shut out of classrooms.
“It’s a great, great tool,” Superintendent Francisco Durán said. “Our hope is
that our teachers and our parents and our
community will know more about this.”
The 3,933 sessions recorded so far represent an average of 29 minutes apiece.
Swanson Middle School students account for the highest number among local schools, and eighth-graders account
for the highest percentage among various
eligible grade levels. Math was by far the
subject most addressed during the tutoring sessions.
Legislators Get Up-Close Look at
School Programs: Arlington Public
Schools on Nov. 10 welcomed members
of the county’s General Assembly delegation to a “take your legislator to school”
event at Cardinal Elementary School.
“They got to see, first-hand, the hard
work and dedication” of school-system
personnel, School Board Chairman Reid
Goldstein said.
“I appreciate the time our legislators
took from their busy schedules to join us,
and I also appreciate all the hard work
that our staff put into preparing the presentation for them,” Goldstein added.
The event was one of a number leading
up to the 2023 General Assembly session,
which will be convened on Jan. 11 and is
expected to run for 45 days.
Another pre-session event is the Nov.
16-18 conference of the Virginia School
Boards Association, which will bring Arlington School Board members and those
around the commonwealth to Williamsburg.
Lilla Wise, who long has served on
a contract basis as Arlington Public
Schools’ representative in Richmond during annual legislative sessions, is expected
to be back for 2023, according to a lobbyist-registration renewal form filed by the
Virginia Ethics Council. Wise also represents the Alexandria and Falls Church
school districts in Richmond.
The Arlington legislative delegation
currently totals seven (three senators and
four delegates), but that number will fall
to five (two senators and three delegates)

after the November 2023 elections, owing
to redistricting.
As was the case in 2022, the Arlington
School Board’s legislative priorities probably will run into some headwinds in Richmond, given the Republican majority in
the House of Delegates and a Republican
as governor. But by the same token, the
narrow Democratic majority in the state
Senate is likely to protect initiatives supported by Arlington school leaders that
already have been enacted into law.
More Schools Join ‘Purple Star’ Pantheon: Eight Arlington public schools
have for the first time received the designation of “Virginia Purple Star School”
for their commitment to military families.
Arlington Career Center, Arlington Traditional School, Key Elementary School, Hoffman-Boston Elementary School, Kenmore Middle School,
Oakridge Elementary School, Swanson
Middle School and Thomas Jefferson
Middle School have joined Discovery Elementary School, which in 2019 was the
first Arlington public school to receive the
Purple Star designation.
The initiative is overseen by the Virginia Department of Education and the Virginia Council on the Interstate Compact
on Educational Opportunity for Military
Children. To qualify for a Purple Star,
schools must have a staff member designated as the point of contact for military
students and families who serves as the
primary link between the military family
and the school. Schools also must demonstrate their commitment to meeting the
needs of military students by providing
resources and programming on issues important to military families, such as academic planning and transitions between
schools, districts and states.
High-School Bands Receive Top Rankings: The band programs of Wakefield,
Washington-Liberty and Yorktown high
schools each received “Superior” ratings
– the highest possible – during the recent
Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors’
Association state marching-band assessment, Arlington Superintendent Francisco Durán noted at the Nov. 10 School
Board meeting.
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Police Beat
HIGH-SCHOOL STUDENT KILLED
IN VEHICULAR ACCIDENT:

• A 17-year-old Washington-Liberty High School student was killed and another youth is facing charges in a
vehicular crash that occurred not long after midnight on
Nov. 11, Arlington police said.
At around 12:30 a.m., police and fire units were dispatched to the intersection of Old Dominion Drive and
Williamsburg Boulevard in the Rock Spring neighborhood for a report of a two-vehicle accident.
“Upon arrival, first-responders located an unoccupied SUV on fire,” Arlington police said. “The fire was
quickly extinguished by the Arlington County Fire Department. The driver of the second involved vehicle, a
sedan, was located unresponsive inside the vehicle and
pronounced dead on the scene.”
Police said preliminary investigation determined that
the driver of the sedan was attempting to make a U-turn
on Old Dominion when he was struck at a high rate of
speed by the SUV.
The driver of the SUV was taken into custody on
scene, police said, and was charged with driving under
the influence and involuntary manslaughter. His name
was not released because of his age.
Police cited state law in declining to release the victim’s name owing to his age. School officials, however,
confirmed the victim as Braylon Meade, a senior at
Washington-Liberty High School.
“Braylon was a great kid to have around and an outstanding student,” W-L head football coach Josh Shapiro
told the Sun Gazette. “He was one of those kids who had
a lot to offer in different ways.”
SHOTS FIRED:

• On Nov. 6 at 9:37 a.m., police were dispatched to the
1900 block of North Woodrow Street for a report of a
shot fired, Arlington police said.
Upon arrival, police determined an individual was
packaging a firearm to be transported when it discharged.
No injuries were reported. Property damage was reported as minor within the home.
MALICIOUS WOUNDING:

• On Nov. 5 at 12:28 a.m., a man attempted to break
up a verbal dispute in the 3100 block of Clarendon Boulevard when a suspect allegedly struck, causing injury,

Arlington police said.
The victim was transported to an area hospital for
treatment of injuries described as serious but non-lifethreatening. The suspect was located on the scene and
taken into custody without incident, police said.
The suspect – 30-year-old Antoine Douglas of Arlington – was arrested, charged with malicious wounding
and was held without bond.

• On Nov. 5 at 10:52 p.m., a man was in his home in
the 700 block of North Monroe Street when he heard
noise coming from another room, police said.
Upon investigating, the victim observed a man attempting to gain entry through a window. When the victim yelled, the suspect fled on foot.

ROBBERY:

LARCENY FROM AUTO:

• On Nov. 5 at 6:22 p.m., two female juveniles entered
a business in the 1000 block of South Hayes Street, concealed merchandise and began to leave without payment,
Arlington police said.
A loss-prevention officer confronted the suspects,
during which time one of the two suspects became hostile, displayed a taser-like device and tested it.
The suspects fled the scene on foot, and were located
by responding officers who took them into custody without incident.
A petition for robbery was obtained for the first suspect. The second individual was released to a guardian.
• On Nov. 7 at 2:40 a.m., six men were exiting a convenience store in the 1600 block of Wilson Boulevard when
they were approached by four men, two of whom were
brandishing firearms, Arlington police said.
The suspects stole a wallet and personal property
from the victims before fleeing the scene.
There were no injuries reported, and no suspect descriptions.
• On Nov. 7 at 11:51 p.m., an individual exited a store
in the 3100 block of Wilson Boulevard without paying
for merchandise, and displaying a knife to an employee,
Arlington police said.
Officers located the suspect at the East Falls Church
Metro station and took him into custody.
The suspect – 29-year-old De Von Jones of the District of Columbia – was arrested and charged with robbery and carrying a concealed weapon.
SEXUAL BATTERY:

• On Nov. 5 at 7 p.m., a woman was walking in the
2200 block of Fairfax Drive when she was approached
from behind by a man who grabbed her buttocks before
fleeing.
The suspect was described as a black male, in his 20s,
short and with a thin build and dreadlocks.

Transportation Notes
AIRPORT PASSENGERS URGED TO PLAN AHEAD AS
BUSY TRAVEL SEASON ARRIVES: With passenger lev-

els back to pre-pandemic levels, travelers using the local
region’s two major airports have some planning to do.
The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority is
advising airport travelers to expect congested airportarea roads, full parking facilities and busy terminals for
the holiday-travel season.
But on the plus side, there will be some new amenities
for travelers, as well, including (fingers crossed) Metro
service close to, if not actually at, Washington Dulles International Airport.
Parking will be in high demand – especially around
weekends and holidays, airport officials said, encouraging advanced reservations that will provide access to a
space even if lots otherwise are filled.
The parking issue will be most noticeable at Ronald
Reagan Washington National Airport.
“The team at Reagan National Airport has been
doing its part to prepare for a very busy 2022 holiday
travel season,” said Paul Malandrino, vice president
and Reagan National Airport manager. “Over the past
few months, we have seen an increase in parking de10
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mand at the airport and are encouraging travelers to
make reservations now, as well as consider alternative
ways to arrive at the airport, such as utilizing ride-share
services, Metro and hotel shuttles.”
Washington Dulles International Airport has a larger
capacity for parking at remote lots, but even that can be
stretched at peak-of-the-peak holiday periods. And those
planning to park there are reminded that riding shuttle
buses adds to the time needed to reach the terminal.
To make it to their flights on time, departing passengers are advised to plan to enter the terminal two hours
before a domestic flight and three hours before an international flight.
New in 2022: Both airports upgraded and added
electric-vehicle charging stations inside parking garages.
Reagan National has a 103 chargers in Parking Garage 2.
Dulles International has 16 chargers in Parking Garage 1
and 12 in Parking Garage 2.
Reagan National long has been served by direct Metrorail service, and the Silver Line Metro station serving
Washington Dulles International Airport was expected
to open Nov. 15, bringing a new era to that facility.
“Dulles International Airport, which celebrates its
sungazette.news

BURGLARY:

• On Nov. 7 at 2:20 a.m., an individual reported observing two individuals wearing face coverings acting
suspiciously in the 2600 block of South Cleveland Street,
Arlington police said.
Responding officers canvassed the area and located
six Hondas with broken windows and stolen airbags.
A search of the area did not turn up the suspects, but
police did recover a backpack containing six airbags and
burglarious tools.
SERIES OF EXPLOSIONS INVESTIGATED:

• The Arlington County fire marshal and agencies at
the local, state and federal levels are investigating a series
of small explosions that occurred on Oct. 9, and are asking local residents with information to contact police.
At 12:45 a.m., the county fire department responded
to the 100 block of North Columbus Street for a fire at
an outdoor book-collection box (“little library”). The
preliminary investigation revealed that the incident had
been caused an an explosion.
While performing a canvass of the crime scene, another incident of destruction was found at Lubber Run
Amphitheater, county officials said.
Investigation has included, in addition to the county
police and fire departments, participation by the FBI,
Virginia State Police and federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The latter agency will
process the evidence, Arlington officials said.
County officials are requesting that anyone who lives
in the immediate area review available home-surveillance
equipment for information that might assist with the investigation.
Anyone with information about the incident is asked
to call the Arlington County Police Department’s tip line
at (703) 228-4180 or e-mail fireprevention@arlingtonva.
us.
– Staff Reports

60th anniversary this year, has been working diligently
behind the scenes to prepare for new Metrorail service,”
said Richard Golinowski, vice president and Dulles International Airport manager. “The addition of the Silver
Line will be a game-changer, and we are looking forward
to introducing Dulles travelers to a new level of convenience as the busy holiday travel season takes off.”
METRO CHIEF TO BE FEATURED AT ARLINGTON
CHAMBER’S ANNUAL MEETING: The new general

manager of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority will be the keynote speaker at the Arlington
Chamber of Commerce’s annual meeting, to be held on
Dec. 9.
Randy Clarke took over as head of the regional transit
agency earlier this year.
“Attendees will hear about his plans for WMATA,
what a return to service will look like, and how the business community can support those plans,” the business
organization said.
The luncheon will be held at the Sheraton Pentagon
City Hotel. Tickets are $95. For information, see the Website at www.arlingtonchamber.org.

TIE’S
INTERNATIONAL
REAL
ESTATE
Home Sales Still Rising, But More Slowly, in Region
nd Quick Guide
Median sales prices continue to inch
up across the Washington metropolitan
area, albeit more slowly, even as overall
home sales continue to tumble significantly, based on new October sales data.
With more slowing likely to come.
“During the last two months of the
year, home-sales activity will continue to
hit new lows in the Washington area, as
buyers and sellers put off any discretionary moves, holding out hope that interest
rates come down after the first of the year,”
said Lisa Sturtevant, chief economist for
Bright MLS, the region’s multiple-listing
service, parsing the sales data and crystalballing into the near future.
A total of 4,069 homes went to closing
across the region in November, down 35.6
percent from a year before, according to
figures reported Nov. 11 by BrightMLS
and analyzed by the Sun Gazette.
Totals include sales in the District of
Columbia; Arlington and Fairfax counties and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax
and Falls Church in Virginia; and Montgomery, Prince George’s and Frederick
counties in Maryland.
The continued increase in median sales
prices – rising 2.8 percent year-over-year
to stand at $550,000 in October – could be
attributed largely to many buyers opting
to sit out the market as sellers. The result
was a still relatively low inventory (just
a 1.4-month supply of homes to end the
month) that has propped up prices.
But to every thing there is a season,
and the season of continual price increases may be coming to an end.
Home prices “are expected to fall from
their peak,” Sturtevant acknowledged.
“In most places, we haven’t seen prices
fall yet, but they will undoubtedly come
down.”
She expects the declines to be modest,
not precipitous, at least in the local area.
“The underlying economic and demographic fundamentals in the Washington
area are strong, and the region’s housing
market should fare better than others if
the national economy goes into a recession in 2023,” she said.
(For those keeping track, the median
sales price locally is more than 20 percent
higher than at the start of the pandemic.)
Median sales prices for October were
up in all local jurisdictions except for
Montgomery County (off 0.9%), Arlington (down 5.7%) and the District of Columbia (off 7.8%).
In the latter two jurisdictions, however,
part of the decline could be attributed
to a smaller percentage of single-family
homes in the overall sales mix, compared
to townhouses and particularly condominiums.
The total number of consummated
sales in October was the lowest across the
region since January 2020, and marks the
13th out of the past 14 months in which total sales were down from the same month
the year before. Sales among the various
jurisdictions within the Washington area
were all down, and relatively uniformly,
with the dropoffs ranging from 23.5 per-

Box Gray

cent to 48.5 percent – the two extremes
coming in the cities of Falls Church and
Fairfax, which have smaller markets and
therefore often wider swings in monthly
sales and price data than larger localities.
October’s inventory (7,976 properties on the market regionally) was up by
about 4 percent from a year before. That’s
one of just three months – the others being June and July of this year – since the
start of 2018 when inventory rose from
the year before.
But for owners of single-family homes
hoping to get top dollar even during the
cooler-in-more-ways-than-one
winter

homes-sales season, there could be a worrying trend, as the number of single-family homes on the market at the end of
October was up nearly 26 percent from a
year before.
With fewer buyers and more available
single-family homes, sellers may need to
adjust their expectations of a quick, easy
and lucrative sale, or instead opt to wait
out the current market in hopes of a more
robust springtime.
Figures represent most, but not all,
home sales during the period; all October
2022 figures are preliminary and are subject to revision.

Blue

PMS 282
ARLINGTON
For the love of home.™

Dick Nathan
Cody Chance Gray
We Create Value

Are you thinking of
selling to a builder?
We have experience helping
PMSclients
425
who want to sell their home to builders.
Our program helps sellers get the most
money, the quickest sale, and the best
terms possible. For more information
and for testimonials from past clients,
please get in touch!

LOGO LF RE CIRE Box White (rev on blue)

(703) 284-9318
dick.nathan@LNF.com
Nathan + Chance Group LLC
North Arlington

$4,550

CHAIN BRIDGE FOREST RENTAL!

LOGO LF RE CIRE Black Horz
• Great location close to Chain Bridge!!!
• Updated Chef’s kitchen with new
counter top & backsplash
• Main level family room with fireplace

4600 Cherry Hill Road
Arlington, VA 22207

• Large recreation room with

LIBBY ROSS
YOU BY LONG & FOSTER | CHRISTIE’S (must accompany LF CIRE
logo)
fireplace & built-in bar

• 4 BRs, 3 BAs, 2-Car Garage
• Owner will consider less
than 12-month lease

ARLINGTON

703.300.3395
Libby.Ross@lnf.com
www.libbyross.com

703.522.0500 • 4600 Cherry Hill Rd., Arlington, VA 22207
arlington.va@longandfoster.com • www.arlingtonvahomes.com

Blue

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. If your propety is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation of that listing.
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These merchants have donated to Community Resources of America, a 501(c)3 tax-exempt
corporation committing resources and proceeds to benefit the mentally ill.
Please patronize our community-minded donors!

Mark F. Werblood, Esq.
In today's world, businesses and individuals are increasingly
confronted with situations requiring legal advice or even
representation in the course of conducting day to day matters. In
order to protect your legal interests, either pre-emptively or in
court, you deserve a zealous, honest, and knowledgeable
attorney with specific expertise in the subject matter at issue.
Additionally, your attorney should be responsive and
approachable, making your interests the highest priority.
With over 40 years of experience, a knack for attention to detail,
personable attitudes and affordable rates, you will know your case is in capable hands.

– Commercial Litigation –
– Debt Collection –
– Small Businesses –
– Estate Planning –
– Tax Representation –

o: 703-534-9300
c: 703-629-7507
113 Rowell Ct
Falls Church, Virginia 22046
mfw@markwerbloodlaw.com
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Fairlington Dental
C OMPLETE H EALTH D ENTISTRY
Dr Michael Rogers
Fairlington Dental has been part of the Fairlington
Community since 1989. From the beginning, our goal has
been to provide the same level of care we would to our own
families in a comfortable inviting setting. We are passionate
about dentistry and customer service and it shows!
What makes Dr. Rogers and Fairlington Dental different
from many dental practices?
A cohesive team with a Complete Health approach to
dentistry. Our team attends multiple continuing education
courses each year to stay up to date on technology,
protocols, and the latest updates in dentistry and medicine.

(703) 671-1001

SPECIAL:

www.FairlingtonDental.com
4850 31st St South, Ste A, Arlington, VA 22206

Complimentary Second Opinion Consult
(value $295)

The perfect spot to slide into a booth
with your kids, friends, or date for
beer and bite — root beer for the kids,
of course. Voted the #1 Best Irish
Bar in the State of Virginia (by Yelp
Reviews – Buzz Feed Life &
IrishCentral.com 2016-2019)
@TheCelticHouseIrishPubandRestaurant

As always, we are
grateful for You!
TheCelticHouseIrishPubandRestaurant

2500 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204 (703) 746-9644
sungazette.news

celtichouse.net
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Voting
Continued from Page 1

platform, received 28.4 percent of the
vote, while Adam Theo, who wants more
aggressive changes in county housing policy, picked up 9.8 percent, according to
figures reported by the Virginia Department of Elections.
The end result suggested that despite
campaign tumult that focused largely on
the housing issue, often to the detriment
of other issues, voters eventually came
home to roost where they usually do in
Arlington. With the Democrats.
But Clement managed to best de Ferranti in four of the county’s 54 precincts
in Election Night reporting, although
that number was expected to fall or disappear entirely as the early-voting tallies are
merged into precinct results and several
thousand outstanding provisional ballots are added to the mix. But regardless
of how many, if any, precincts Clement

Awards
Continued from Page 1

Community Foundation in 1991. Newman
was on hand to salute the honorees.
Past recipients of the Spirit of Community Award have included (in chronological order starting in 1993) Joan Cooper,
H. Paul Mount, Anna Barber, Elizabeth

14
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comes away winning, there’s no doubt
that large swaths of North Arlington
single-family neighborhoods voted for
Clement to send a message on the Missing Middle issue.
Clement’s healthy performance in the
northernmost areas of Arlington seems
to acknowledge two, somewhat politically
contradictory, facts:
• Single-family communities, especially in North Arlington, are not happy
about the proposed Missing Middle zoning changes, which threaten to turn their
streets into an array of fourplexes, sixplexes and, if some advocates get their
way, even eightplexes on lots that now
hold a single property.
• While the Missing Middle issue
dominated in that corridor of Arlington,
it was either a non-factor or saw support
in other parts of the county. Pro-Missing
Middle candidate Theo, while not winning or even coming close in any precinct,
tended to outperform his countywide total in areas with a significant number of
apartment- and condo-dwellers, some of
Campbell, Walter Tejada, John McCracken, Julia Connally, Charles Overby, Jennie
Davis, Jean Berg, Eric Schaeffer, Ralph
Johnson, the Woman’s Club of Arlington,
Preston Caruthers, Rich Doud, Karen
Darner, George Varoutsos, Mary Ann
Nirschl, Meg Tuccillo, John Andelin and
Ginger Geoffrey, Lola Reinsch, Mary Ann
Moran, Jonathan Kinney, John Milliken,
Emma Violand-Sánchez, Dr. Alfred Taylor, Arlington’s front-line public-health

whom see Missing Middle as their ticket
to a single-family home in Arlington, albeit possibly one wedged cheek-to-jowl
up against others and still likely to cost $1
million or more.
Twenty years ago, a revolt among
voters in Arlington’s far-northern singlefamily neighborhoods might have caused
Arlington leaders to rethink their plans.
But these days, those communities are a
mere blip in the overall vote total, and
ever since Donald Trump’s election, the
Arlington County Democratic Committee has been able to convince renters and
condo owners to vote the party line all the
way down to local races – a factor that
helped de Ferranti to victory over independent incumbent John Vihstadt in 2018
and smoothed his route to re-election in
2022.
And unless Arlington were to shift
from at-large to district-based elections,
something Democrats would likely fight
tooth and nail, even outrage on specific
issues in large parts of the community
are likely to be overcome by the party on
workers and, in 2021, Lucy Bowen.
Traditionally presented at a luncheon
event, the program was moved online in
2020 owing to the COVID crisis, where it
remained in 2021 before coming back in
person this year.
For information on the awards program, including video vignettes of the
award recipients, see the Arlington Community Foundation Website at www.arlcf.
org.
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Election Day.
On the other side of the controversy,
supporters of Missing Middle policies
were quick to pounce after the election,
with press releases and letters to the editor
pronouncing the matter now settled, since
70 percent of voters (adding Theo and de
Ferranti together) supported a candidate
espousing a pro-Missing Middle agenda.
And indeed, supporters of the theory
of Missing Middle probably, on balance, are more numerous than opponents
among the Arlington electorate. But having a concentrated level of anger in a large
swath of still-politically-potent areas of
the county might give some Democratic
strategists pause, and could cause more
than just a ripple of problems for the
party once the real-world implications of
the policy begin to hit – something that
could happen as early as next year, when
Democrats have two County Board seats
to defend and a light turnout gives more
power at the ballot box to those with a
grievance to nurse.
•••
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Sports

More on the Web
n High-school roundup.
n Youth sports results.

For more sports, visit:

https://sungazette.news/arlington/sports

Patriots
Advance
To Semis

Teeing Off

Spectators Will Get Close
If Given the Opportunity
Why is it that so many spectators
would still rather stand along the sidelines to watch a sporting event than sit
in the stands, especially when there are
plenty of seats and vacant space available in the bleachers?

Generals, Knights
Lose 1st-Rounders

Dave Facinoli

DAVE FACINOLI
Staff Writer

Of the three Arlington football teams
that participated in first-round 6D North
Region tournament playoff games Nov.
11 and 12, the Yorktown Patriots rallied
to win in the second half of their highschool contest, and the WashingtonLiberty Generals and Bishop O’Connell
Knights suffered blowout losses.

FOOTBALL ROUNDUP
Yorktown (8-3) fell behind the host
and Liberty District champion Langley
Saxons, 14-0, in the first quarter, trailed
14-7 at halftime, then won 21-14 on Nov.
11 behind a powerful ground game that
accounted for all of the team’s 314 total
yards. The Patriots were 0-4 passing.
Washington-Liberty (5-6) lost to the
host and Concorde District champion
and two-time defending region champion Madison Warhawks, 56-6. Fourthseed O’Connell (4-7) lost on the road
in a semifinal game of the Washington
Catholic Athletic Conference Metro Division playoffs to the top seed Carroll
Lions, 48-6.
Continued on Page 17

Yorktown High School runningback Xandar Starks ran for two touchdowns and more than 100
PHOTO BY DEB KOLT
yards in the Patriots’ first-round region playoff victory over Langley.

O’Connell Junior Wins a State Championship
DAVE FACINOLI
Staff Writer

A season that began with strong second- and third-place finishes in big racCROSS COUNTRY eso n has
ly
gotten better for Bishop O’Connell
High School cross country runner Molly Weithman.
The junior has now won two state
championships to her credit this fall in
a short two-week stretch, the most recent and significant coming Nov. 10 at
the girls Division I state private-school
championships on the 5,000-meter
Woodberry Forest School course.
Weithman built an early lead and
16
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won going away
by 20 seconds in
19:17.
“I didn’t feel
all that great
before and during the race,
but I won, so I
can’t complain,”
Weithman said.
“I got out to a
Molly Weithman
good start, was
able to get a big
early lead and I held it.”
Weithman said she didn’t have any
significant race strategy, other than to
win.
“Molly has been running well for

weeks and she ran a strong race again
today,” O’Connell coach Jim Connor
said. “She got that big lead and maintained all the way to the finish.”
Two weeks earlier, Weithman was the
winner of the girls State Catholic meet,
followed three days later with a runnerup at the Washington Catholic Athletic
Conference meet.
Weithman opened the season Sept.
3 with a runner-up at the Hood College Invitational, then Sept. 10 placed
third at the Monroe Parker Invitational
at Burke Lake Park. A few weeks later,
she won the Arlington Country meet at
Bluemont Park.
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Continued on Page 17

Basically, the stands were empty as
those watching a soccer match stood –
a few sat on the ground – and crowded
along the sidelines instead to watch a
recent girls high-school championship
match at Episcopal High School in
Alexandria. Why not sit?
Maybe the stands were a bit too
far away from the field and not high
enough. The bleachers on hand were
small, only four rows high? But they
weren’t that far away.
Or maybe, spectators just like being as close to the action as possible
when they have the chance, and that’s
certainly understood. Who wouldn’t
want to be closer to any sporting
event? It’s human nature regarding
watching sports. You can see things
and hear things much better by being
as close as possible.
This match presented a unique
situation because there were no spectator guidelines or instructions. So
those watching had the liberty to do
so from where they chose, and that
was the sideline across from the teams
and scorer’s table.
That’s usually not the case, at least
for high-school sports where strict
measures often are kept in place to
keep spectators in the bleachers for
outdoor events.
At one point during that soccer
match at Episcopal, a game referee
had to ask many of the spectators to
move back. They gradually had crept
too close to the field, and were getting
in the way.
At that point, did any choose to
move as far back as actually taking
a seat in the stands? Nope. None at
all. Most kept standing and moving
around a bit along that sideline. As
the game proceeded, eventually they
again crept closer to the field.

Find daily updates on the Web at
www.insidenova.com. Stay in touch
through Twitter (@sungazettespts) and
www.facebook.com/sungazettenews.

Yorktown Second in State Field Hockey Tournament
DAVE FACINOLI

goal for the first four minutes of the
match. The Lions then scored on a long
shot off a penalty quarter with 6:47 left
in the first quarter.
The one goal held up despite Yorktown having multiple scoring opportunities, including a couple of flurries in
front of the Lions’ goal.
“We were patient and had our opportunities,” Yorktown coach Olivia Shipley
said. “I liked how we played and kept
our composure and played our game.

We played so much better against them
than during the regular-season game.
We moved players around in different
positions so much since that game.”
Yorktown senior Emily Shipley
agreed the Patriots played well in the
state final.
“We just didn’t get a goal, but we
played hard, we were confident and we
played our game and played with a lot
of heart. Second in the state is still pretty good,” Shipley said.

Yorktown goalie Morgan Stone made
a diving stick save early in the fourth
quarter to keep the Patriots close.
Stafford, Alexis Williams, Elena Reiser, Taylor Chase and Olivia Stafford
were players who pressured the Fairfax
goal.
Yorktown was 2-1 in the state tournament, blanking the Robinson Rams,
1-0, at Yorktown in a first-round match,
then shutting out Western Branch, 2-0,
in the Nov. 12 semifinals at Massaponax High School in Fredericksburg.
The shutouts gave Yorktown 10 for the
season.
Against Robinson, Chase scored the
only goal off a crossing pass from Emily
Stafford in the first half.
Also in the first half, Olivia Morgan
made a big save when the ball rolled behind Stone.
In the win over Western Branch, Williams and Reiser scored the goals, one in
each half, and Stone recorded the shutout to end the team’s five-match victory
string.
The win over Western Branch
(13-6) was a rematch of last season’s
state final, that Yorktown won, 1-0, also
at Courtland High School.
NOTE: Yorktown was playing in the
state tournament for the third time in
program history. The first was in 2019
when the Patriots finished 0-1 with a
first-round loss to W.T. Woodson that
season.

“His long run gave us momentum,”
Hanson said.
In the second half, Xandar Starks
had scoring runs of seven and five yards
to give Yorktown the lead. Those two
scoring drives of 77 and 80 yards consisted of all running plays, 19 total.
Fang finished with 159 yards rushing on 13 carries and Starks 149 on 23.
Quarterback James Yoest ran for eight.
“Xander runs it in there hard, and
James broke that long run and our offensive line did a good job,” Hanson
said.
The offensive line consists of Garrett
Juergens, Daniel Sennott, Ryan Burnside, Charlie Williams, Henry Erkmann
and Ben Lahlou.
On defense for Yorktown, Jackson
Heflin had an interception off a tipped
ball by defensive end James Midberry,
his second of two in the game. Heflin
also had a sack, as did Colin McCormack and Jackson Freeman-Moore.
Yorktown will face two-time defending champion Madison (8-3) in Vienna
on Friday, Nov. 18 at 7 p.m. in a region
semifinal game. Yorktown defeated

Madison, 14-11, in Arlington in the
third game of the regular season. The
Warhawks have not lost since, winning
eight straight.
Washington-Liberty was dealing
with a lot entering the Nov. 11 game that
was not related to football. Many players and starters either missed the game
with the flu or were suffering symptoms
and were not 100 percent, according to
head coach Josh Shapiro. Also, a former teammate of past seasons, Braylon
Meade, and acurrent student at the
school was killed a day earlier in a traffic accident.
“Mentally, we were not ready to play
or take the field,” Shapiro said. “The flu
hit us hard the last two weeks and we
had no energy.”
Madison built a quick 21-0 lead and
was ahead 42-0 at halftime.
“They scored to go up 7-0, then it just
opened up from there,” Shapiro said.
Washington-Liberty
quarterback
Ryan Jones was 10 of 23 passing for 41
yards and Luke Harnishfeger was 4 of 6
for 16 yards. Jackson Nowinski had nine
catches for 33 yards, Harnishfeger three

for nine and Sean Guffey two for 14.
Elijah Hughes had 42 yards rushing in the loss, Guffey 36 and Jackson
Broadwell 17.
On defense, Broadwell recovered a
fumble, Hughes had two tackles for
losses and Jose Morales made six tackles.
O’Connell trailed Carroll 8-6 at the
end of the first quarter, was behind 21-6
at halftime and 42-6 after three periods
in the Nov. 12 clash.
For the Knights on offense, sophomore quarterback Jonathan Nguyen
completed 10 passes for 99 yards and
threw a touchdown pass and he ran for
17 yards.
Aidan Munroe had five catches,
Samson Ogunde had three, Aidan Joseph two and Colin Harris and Douglas
O’Donnell one each. Zach Harrison ran
for nine yards.
Leading the Knights defense in the
playoff game were Kellen McConnell
with six tackles, Nathan Harrison with
five, Frank Johnson with four, Agunde
made two tackles, and Munroe broke up
a pass.

“I’m happy with my season. I have
seen a lot of improvement,” Weithman
said.
At the Division I state meet,
Weithman helped the O’Connell girls
place eighth. Kilian Dziepak finished
30th for O’Connell (22:27) and Danielle
Rodriguez was 47th (23:38).
In the boys Division I state meet

Nov. 10, O’Connell senior Anthony
Lenzini finished 19th in 18:03. The team
placed 13th with Sean Wilcox finishing 60th (19:41) and Anthony Thieman
87th (20:25).
Two weeks earlier, Lenzini won the
boys State Catholic boys championship.
“It wasn’t my best time [at the state
meet], but I was happy to be around that

type of competitin in that meet and to
be running with some of my friends,”
Lenzini said.
The Saturday after Thanksgiving,
Weithman and Lenzini plan to run in
eastern regional high-school meets out
of the local area, hoping to finish high
enough to qualify for a national meet,
or just face top competition.

Staff Writer

The one hurdle the Yorktown Patriots weren’t able to clear, during their
highly-accomplished two-season run
includFIELD HOCKEY that
ed winning
a 2021 state field hockey championship,
then finishing second in Virginia this
fall, was defeating the Fairfax Lions.
The Patriots’ lone loss last season
was to Fairfax, then the Lions defeated
the girls high-school team twice this fall,
including a 1-0 victory in the title match
of the Virginia High School League’s
Class 6 state-tournament Nov. 13 at
Courtland High School in Spotsylvania.
Fairfax finished the season 24-1-1,
including an early regular-season 4-1
win over Yorktown (18-4) and with 14
straight victories. The Patriots finished
18-4, having their eight-match winning
streak this fall snapped with the loss in
the state final, which also broke a twoyear playoff streak of 14 victories in a
row. The shutout loss was Yorktown’s
first since the 2020 season.
Yorktown’s two-season run included
winning two Liberty District and 6D
North Region tournaments each, a first
and second in the state and an overall
record of 39-5 for the two campaigns.
In this season’s state-final loss to
Fairfax, Yorktown pressured the Lions’

Football
Continued from Page 16
Yorktown lost to Langley in the
opening game of the regular season and
didn’t get off to a good start in the playoff contest. At that point, Yorktown
head coach Bruce Hanson thought it
could be a long night, and made a decision to stick strictly to the ground
game.
“We couldn’t afford to waste a down
doing anything else but running the ball,
because I wanted us to keep getting first
downs,” Hanson said. “So we kept the
ball on the ground.”
Yorktown’s defense also toughened
after the first quarter against Langley’s
productive passing attack. The Patriots
also benefited from a penalty that nullified a Langley touchdown and two
missed field goals by the Saxons.
A 70-yard touchdown run up the
middle by Miles Fang and the first of
three extra points by Tomas Edmeades
cut the Langley lead to 14-7.

Runners
Continued from Page 16
Earlier in the season, Weithman ran
the fastest 5,000-meter time in school
history by an O’Connell girls runner in
17:44.

Yorktown High School head coach Olivia Shipley talks to some of the players during the awards
PHOTO BY DAVE FACINOLI
ceremony after the state field-hockey championship game.

sungazette.news

November 17, 2022 17

Knights Repeat as Northern Virginia State Champs
DAVE FACINOLI

“I got the ball, had an open shot and
let it fly,” Viscovich said. “It was a good
pass.”
The score became 2-0 with 14:50 left
in the first half when captain Sara Turner curled in a free kick from the left of
the goalie.
“That was a great ball,” Starace said
of Turner’s goal.
O’Connell senior goalie Phoebe
Carver made a big save with her left leg
while on the ground with 7 minutes remaining in the first half. She then made
numerous big saves late in the match,
tipping a couple of shots over the goal.
“I think we got tired, and they got a
lot of shots at the end, but our goalie

really came up with big saves and saved
us,” Starace said.
Potomac School coach Ross McEwen agreed.
“Their goalie was outstanding. We
couldn’t get one past her,” he said.
In the tournament semifinals at
O’Connell, the Knights blanked third
seed St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes, 2-0.
Viscovich and Megan Lynch netted the
goals. Rachel Zonavetch had an assist
and Carver had the win in goal.
“We played well, controlled the game
and our defense was solid,” Starace
said.
Among other O’Connell players
pressuring the goal in the tournament

were Raleigh Burns, Kathryn Sarrge,
Molly Prophett, Rachel Zonavetch and
Bridget Prophett.
Viscovich said repeating as state
champions was difficult, but the team
was motivated.
“We knew they [Potomac School] really wanted to win this year because we
also beat them last year, but we had a
great effort,” she said.
Prior to the state competition,
O’Connell was the third seed and finished 1-1 in the Washington Catholic
Athletic Conference tournament. The
Knights topped Elizabeth Seton, 2-1, in
its first match then lost to Good Counsel, 2-0, in the semifinals.
“Good Counsel did a good job limiting our scoring chances,” Starace said.
Viscovich was a first-team WCAC
selection along with Bridget Prophett
and Carver. Chosen to the second team
from O’Connell were Turner and Burns.
Making honorable mention were Zonavetch, Molly Prophett and defender
Megan Heuschel.
“We play everyone tough and we
competed with everyone,” Starace said.
NOTE: Starace finished his 37th
season as O’Connell’s girls head soccer coach this fall. His O’Connell teams
have won 518 games. He also won 129
matches as the head girls coach at Madison High Schoool in Vienna during the
spring. That gives him 647 career wins.

Next, the Knights participated in the
Division I state private-school tournament. O’Connell was the seventh seed
and defeated 10th seed St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes, 3-1, in the first round,
then was eliminated by second-seed St.
Christopher’s, 3-0, in the quarterfinals,
which adanced to the state championship match.
The state-tournament berth was
O’Connell’s 10th in a row, all coming
since head coach Chris Jennings took
over in the 2012 season. The 2020 state
competition wasn’t held because of the
pandemic. That 2012 state berth was the
team’s first in program history.
“We have continued to make the

tournament every year and have secured
ourselves as one of – if not the – top
private-school programs in Northern
Virginia,” Jennings said.
O’Connell’s victories over Northern
Virginia teams were against Flint Hill
and Trinity of Falls Church by 5-0 scores,
against Bishop Ireton and St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes by 3-1 finals, against John
Paul the Great, 3-1, and against Paul VI
in penalty kicks. The tie was 1-1 versus
Paul VI in another match.
O’Connell outscored those seven rivals, 21-4.
One of the players leading the
Knights this season was second-team
all-WCAC selection Leonardo Borda,

a senior midfielder. Making honorable
mention all-WCAC were senior defenders Noah Ogden and Shane Lynch and
senior goalie Tanner daSilva.
Borda led O’Connell in scoring with
six goals and five assists, and he took a
team best 33 shots. Lynch had four goals
and three assists and took 30 shots. In
goal, daSilva had a 4-5-2 record and
made 62 saves. Ogden scored one goal.
Other top scorers were Jacob Bredbenner with six goals, Gabriel Gutierrez
with three goals and two assists, Kelvin
VandeHei with three goals and two assists, Bryan Morante with two goals and
two assists and Charlie Cake with a goal
and two assists.

Washington-Liberty and senior Lilly
Armstrong of Wakefield.
Making second team were sophomore Olivia Stafford of Yorktown, seniors Grace Wiley and Sarah Hamilton
of Wakefield, junior Ava Fischer of
Wakefield and sophomore Olivia Stafford from Yorktown.

in Leesburg on Nov. 12. The winning
time was 15:43. Levine was the second
highest finisher from the 6D North Region.
Levine was the only boys runner
from Yorktown, or any other Arlington
school, who participated in the state
meet. He qualified for the state with a
top finish the previous week in the 6D
North Region meet on the Burke Lake
Park course.
Levine finished ninth in last year’s
state meet, when the competition was
held on the Great Meadow course in
The Plains.

Earlier this season, Levine won the
Arlington County boys meet at Bluemont Park.
At the Class 6 girls state meet on the
same course and the same day, Yorktown runner Sofia Sheldon finished 35th
in 20:46. The winning time was 18:17.
Sheldon was the only girls runner from Yorktown, or any Arlington
school, who ran in the state meet.
Sheldon did not run in last season’s
state meet.
She qualified for the state meet with a
top finish a week earlier in region competition.

Staff Writer

Minus the penalty kicks, it was deja vu
all over again for the Bishop O’Connell
who repeated
SOCCER Knights,
as state champions of
the four-team girls Northern Virginia
Independent state soccer tournament.
The second-seeded Knights (10-5-2)
won the crown by defeating the host and
top-seed Potomac School Panthers, 2-0,
in the Nov. 10 high-school title match in
McLean. A year ago, O’Connell topped
Potomac School by virtue of overtime
penalty kicks in the final match.
Potomac School was the 2019 champion.
Since the tournament began in 2017,
it’s been feast or famine for the Knights.
They have either won the title or lost in
the first round.
“I think we played our best game of
the year today,” O’Connell coach Alberto Starace said. “We kicked the ball
around well and played aggressively.
Getting those two early goals helped.
This was a great way to end the season,
and it’s always nice to get to 10 wins like
we did.”
On a left-footed blast from the top of
the penalty box, senior captain Sophia
Viscovich gave the Knights a 1-0 lead
about 8 minutes into the contest off a
pass from Hayden McCarty.

The Bishop O’Connell Knights gather with the Northern Virginia state-championship trophy
after winning the tournament for the second straight season.
PHOTO BY DAVE FACINOLI

O’Connell Finishes Unbeaten Against State Competition
DAVE FACINOLI
Staff Writer

Finishing with 1-1 records in two
postseason tournaments, the Bishop
Knights
SOCCER O’Connell
ended the boys fall soccer season with an 8-7-2 overall record,
which included an unbeaten 6-0-1 mark
against other private-school teams in
Northern Virginia.
First, O’Connell went 1-1 in the
Washington Catholic Athletic Conference tourney, defeating Paul VI Catholic in penalty kicks in the high-school
team’s first game, then lost to Bishop
McNamara, 1-0, in its second.

High-School Roundup
ALL-REGION FIELD HOCKEY: Senior
midfielder Emily Stafford, junior forward Alexis Williams and sophomore
midfield Elena Reiser of Yorktown High
School were chosen to the 6D North
Region first-team in girls field hockey.
Those players helped Yorktown win
the region-tournament for the second
straight season and advance to the Virginia High School League’s Class 6 state
tournament.
Other first-team all-region players
from Arlington high-schools were seniors Ashley Kennedy and Rory McAndrew and sophomore Riley Clouse from
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STATE CROSS COUNTRY: In a time of

16:41, Yorktown High School senior
Jake Levine finished in 13th place at the
Virginia High School League’s Class
6 boys state cross country meet on the
5,000-meter Oatlands Plantation course
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Regional Notes
LOCAL LEADERS WANT FEDERAL
FUNDING FOR ROUTE 7 BUS EFFORT:

Regional transportation officials may turn
to Uncle Sugar – er, Uncle Sam – to help
defray some of the cost of modernizing
transit service along Route 7 from Tysons
to Alexandria.
The Northern Virginia Transportation
Commission has added federal funding
for the proposed bus-rapid-transit system
in the corridor to its 2023 legislative-priorities package.
Funding, if it materializes, would be
used to “complete important milestones
in the development and implementation”
of the initiative, which could cost upward
of a half-billion dollars, the legislative
package suggests.
The Route 7 corridor already represents the second largest bus route in
Northern Virginia. Planners aim to bring
BRT to the corridor around the year
2030, running from the Spring Hill Metro
station east through West Falls Church,
East Falls Church, Seven Corners and
Skyline (mostly along Route 7) before jogging southwest and terminating at Mark
Center in Alexandria. The entire project
length is about 10.5 miles.
In addition to serving a number of
Metro stations, the project would include
development of specialized transit stops
for buses along the route and, as much
as possible, use dedicated lanes along the
roadway.
The proposal has been in the planning stage since 2013. The current projected cost, based on 2030 dollars and
attempting to factor in labor costs and
contingencies from nearly a decade out,
has been presented in a range from $448
million to $507 million. Annual operating
costs would run about $18 million, and
like nearly all transit services the nation,
would need to be subsidized in order to
make ends meet.

Initially, planners considered a lightrail system for the corridor, but abandoned that idea because of cost concerns
– the same issue that in 2014 sank the proposed 5-mile, $350 million Columbia Pike
streetcar system, which in theory could
have connected to the proposed Route 7
transit network at Skyline.
Adding dedicated travel lanes for buses
has gained momentum across the region
in recent years as a less costly alternative
to fixed-rail transit projects.
For information on the effort, see the
Website at https://novatransit.org/programs/route7/.
‘COMMUTER CHOICE’ GRANT CYCLE
TO OPEN: The Northern Virginia Trans-

portation Commission expects between
$45 million and $48 million to be available
for the next round of I-395/95 Commuter
Choice grant funding.
That’s up from recent years, where the
typical grant-funding cycle has offered
about $30 million to support projects that
reduce congestion in the I-395/95 corridors. Funding comes from toll revenue.
From Nov. 7 to Jan. 27, local governments in the I-395/95 catchment area can
submit project proposals. They will be
ranked by staff, and the preliminary package will be sent out for public comment
in the spring followed by an expected
adoption in June. The funds will be available during the fiscal year beginning July
2023.

PASSENGER TRAVEL HITS RECORD
ON VA. RAIL LINES: Passenger traffic

on trains operated in partnership between
Amtrak and the Virginia state government continues to grow and in September
reached an all-time single-month high, according to new data.
A total of 105,689 passengers traveled
in September on the four routes that re-

Mason Renames Its Center for Global
Islamic Studies to Honor a Benefactor
George Mason University has announced a $3 million gift to its Center
for Global Islamic Studies, which will be
renamed the AbuSulayman Center for
Global Islamic Studies in recognition of
the donation.
The commitment was made by the
Mirza Family Foundation, headed by
Yaqub Mirza, a current member of the
College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHSS) Dean’s Advisory Board and a
former George Mason University Foundation trustee. The AbuSulayman Center for Global Islamic Studies is housed
within CHSS.
“This gift helps solidify the center’s position as a global resource for the study of
Islam. This will advance scholarship and
the public’s understanding of this global
religion that touches so many,” Mason
president Gregory Washington said at the
event announcing the gift.
Abdul Hamid AbuSulayman, who died

in August 2021, was an early advocate for
the study of Islam from a global perspective. Called “a giant among giants” by
Mirza at the celebration, AbuSulayman’s
doctoral thesis, “Towards an Islamic Theory of International Relations,” published
in 1993, was seen as revolutionary in its
counter to a traditional, Eurocentric view
of the field, which had often overlooked
the impact of Muslim countries and cultures.
AbuSulayman was chairman of the International Institute of Islamic Thought
in Herndon. The organization is a hub for
scholarship and research that advances
education in Muslim societies.
“This partnership with the Mirza and
AbuSulayman families will propel and expand the impact of the center’s work, and
we are immensely grateful for this new
philanthropic collaboration,” said CHSS
dean Ann Ardis.
– A Staff Report

ceive state subsidies to connect various
parts of the commonwealth to Northern
Virginia, Union Station and the broader
Amtrak network. That’s up 37.6 percent
from the passenger counts in September
2019, the most recent comparable preCOVID month.
Each of the four routes – which connect Union Station to Roanoke, Newport News, Norfolk and Richmond and
intermediate points along the way – saw
increases, ranging from 14 percent to 65
percent.
“Virginians are continually turning to
the train to escape traffic and to travel in a

cost-effective and comfortable way,” said
D.J. Stadtler, executive director of the Virginia Passenger Rail Authority.
Before September 2022, the highest
passenger count had been set at 99,942 in
August 2019.
The program bringing subsidized rail
service to Virginia began in 2009 with a
single round-trip between Lynchburg and
Washington. Today, a total of 17 stations
in Virginia are served between the four
routes, and travelers can connect at Union
Station to points such as Philadelphia,
New York City and Boston.
– Staff Reports
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HEALTH & FITNESS

Reader Advisory: The
National Trade Association we belong to
has purchased the above
classifieds. Determining
the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order
to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers
do not offer employment
but rather supply the
readers with manuals,
directories and other
materials designed to
help their clients establish mail order selling
and other businesses
at home. Under NO
circumstance should
you send any money
in advance or give the
client your checking,
license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware
of ads that claim to
guarantee loans regardless of credit and note
that if a credit repair
company does business
only over the phone it
is illegal to request any
money before delivering
its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll
free numbers may or
may not reach Canada.
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Are you receiving SSDI/SSI
benefits?
You may be eligible for
additional benefits.

CALL US TODAY

888-490-6616
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LEGALS///////////////////////////////////////////// EMPLOYMENT////////////////////
PUBLIC NOTICE
ABANDONED WATERCRAFT

Notice is hereby given that the following
watercraft has been abandoned for more
than 60 DAYS on the property of: LE’s
Automotive Services, 6970 Fairfax Dr,
Arlington VA 22213, 703-534-7222
Description of watercraft:
Make: Pro-Line Length: 23’0’ Year built:
1991 Color: White Identifying numbers:
VA609AZ Hull ID No: PLCWG004G091
Application for Watercraft Registration/
Title will be made in accordance with
Section 29.1-733.25 of the Code of Virginia if this watercraft is not claimed and
removed within 30 days of first publication
of this notice. Please contact the Virginia
Department of Wildlife Resources with
questions.

Bookkeeper/Accountant

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE THE NAME OF A PERSON APPEARING TO BE
THE OWNER OF ABANDONED PROPERTY:
Reed Smith, LLP
7900 Tysons One Place, Suite 500
McLean, VA 22102
You are hereby notified that funds held in trust on your
behalf are in the possession of YLAW, P.C. Further information concerning the nature of the property held in trust
may be obtained from YLAW, P.C.
You must contact YLAW, P.C. at 4908 Alameda Blvd.
NE, Albuquerque, NM 87113, (505) 266-3995 on or
before December 31, 2022 or these funds will be presumed abandoned pursuant to the Uniform Unclaimed
Property Act, §7-8A-1, NMSA 1978 and will be subject
to escheat to the general fund of the State of New Mexico.

703.771.8800

One click
to all public notices
in Virginia

Flexible hours, performance pay

Are you looking for a better work/life balance? Or thinking about returning to work after a break? Bay Business
Group is a unique and successful Falls Church, VA accounting firm. We have a history of growth in our 20+ years,
with staff tenure averaging 7 years, with more than a third
of our staff on board for 10+ years. We specialize in
serving small businesses and non-profit organizations in the
Mid-Atlantic region. We are growing and ready to hire!

Qualifications:
The ideal candidate will have significant computer experience, as we are a paperless office, heavy on the technology side. Our bookkeepers have excellent communication
skills and know how to build strong relationships with their
clients. We look for at least two years’ experience in
the accounting and/or bookkeeping field. Quickbooks or
payroll experience is a plus.

As part of our team, your aptitude for figures and problem-solving skills will help us deliver outstanding service
to our small business owners and non-profit leaders. Your
excellent work habits, reliability and energy level will help
us keep our work-product flowing smoothly throughout the
year. We interact with our clients on a frequent basis and
your professionalism and helpful attitude will make a wonderful addition to our team.

We want you to have the work/life balance you need, and
you’ll have the flexibility to create a schedule that works
for you. Our bookkeepers work 25-30 hours a week, 5
days a week on a schedule they create. If you’re an early
riser, come in at 8am. If you have kids to send off in the
morning, we’ll see you at 10am. While you’ll have the ability to work from home when the situation calls for it, this is
not a telecommuting position. It’s an excellent opportunity
for a Mom looking to go back to work.

Responsibilities:
• Process client financial information on a daily, weekly
and monthly basis
•Prepare monthly bank account reconciliation and sales
tax reports
•Prepare payroll for clients
•Run accounts receivable, payables and maintain the
general ledger
•Assist CPA Managers with client projects

No students or contractors, please.

If you’re interested, please call: 703-852-7244

Employment Opportunity

publicnoticevirginia.com

CLASSIFIEDS ////////////////////////

Compensation:
We offer a competitive salary and flexible leave. As you
ramp up, you’ll be able to earn $45,000 - $55,000/year.
You will also receive a generous benefits package that
includes a retirement plan with an employer match, healthcare, paid holidays and a generous PTO policy.

SALES
Advertising Sales Representative
The Sun Gazette has an opening for part-time Advertising Sales Representative. This position will be responsible for developing new advertising clients for all print and online.
QUALIFICATIONS:

• Newspaper, other media advertising experience or general sales experience, preferred
• Proven sales experience with successful track record in meeting & exceeding sales goals
• Must be computer proficient with working knowledge of Word, Excel & PowerPoint
• Familiarity with Arlington & Fairfax County & surrounding markets helpful
• Ability to overcome objections & work under considerable amount of pressure meeting
deadlines & quotas
• Self-motivated with good organizational skills
• Strong listening, written & oral communication skills
• Ability to work in a team environment
• Must be able to work offsite for commission only
• Develop new customer prospects
• Assist customers with basic ad design & layout
• Develop & make sales presentations
• Process advertising to be sure it appears in a timely manner without errors
• Listen to customers’ needs & advise them in effective use of advertising
• Maintain knowledge of advertising rates, current circulation & competing media
• Assist in collections
• Focus on increasing revenue for all Northern Virginia Media Services products through
combo sales

Celebrate important moments
by publishing life’s stories

Submit your announcement at

Send resume to Vicky Mashaw
vmashaw@sungazette.net

sungazette.modulist.news

The community newspaper since 1935, we’ve got you covered, delivered weekly & online always at www.sungazette.news!

Never

Miss a
thing!

sungazette.news

703.771.8800

Equal Opportunity Employer

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Start your next chapter in life with a solid savings plan.
Bank-issued,
FDIC-insured

4.65

%
1-year

CLASSIFIEDS ////////////////////////

APY*

Nicole A Kaplan
Financial Advisor

3913 Old Lee Hwy Suite 31-D
Fairfax, VA 22030
703-218-3900

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/17/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal
and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
FDI-1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD
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HOME IMPROVEMENT///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
HBM Flat 8-21-22.pdf

BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING

1

8/22/22

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

20%

WITH OFF
TH
AD! IS

• Patios • Walkways • Fire Pits • Fireplaces
• Paver Driveways • Masonry Walls • Columns
Stone Work on your house

C

• Master Plumber
• Master Electrician
• Master HVAC

10% down

MASONRY

North’s Custom
Masonry

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

4:41 PM

Honest & Dependable Service • Satisfaction Guaranteed

540-533-8092 Lic./Ins.

M

Y

CM

MOTTERN MASONRY
Design

MY

CY

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Specializing In
Custom Patios
• Walkways • Stoops
• Walls • Small &
Large Repairs

CMY

K

All Work Guaranteed • Free Estimates

Free Estimates

Top Rated on Angie’s List • Licensed & Insured

703.496.7491

703-999-2929 Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
CLEANING

www.motternmasonry.com

Pat's Masonry LLC

BRICK & BLOCK

Ruby’s Home

CLEANING SERVICES

“We Sanitize &
Disinfect”
“If you are tired of cleaning up after
your cleaning service, call me!”

703-477-1932

mrubyrodriguez12@Hotmail.com

LAWN & GARDEN

Decorative Concrete
& Paver Specialists
We offer a variety of finishes,
including Stamped Concrete &
Pavers, to provide your project a
unique & special look.

CONCRETE

Certified Gardener

License B522316 & Bonded

703-955-6376
PLUMBING

Pat Middleton, Owner
21462 Cedar DR., Sterling, VA 20164
Phone: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621
e-mail: patmiddleton@comcast.net
www.brmiddletonconcrete.com

Syd’s Plumbing
& Repairs

703-587-7762

For all your masonry needs

Interior
Kitchens and Bathrooms
Exterior
Additions, Decks, Siding
and Roofing

540-481-6519

Specializing in aging in place remodels.

703-327-1100

Please give us a call.

www.painterroofing.com

571-427-2450

TREE SERVICES //////////////// /
AT AFFORDABLE RATES

FALL SPECIAL

15% OFF
Tree Service!

•Tree Trimming & Mulching • Tree Planting • Lot Clearing incl. HOA

johnqueirolo1@gmail.com
Licensed/Insured • Member Angie’s List & BBB

HES Co. LLC • 703-203-8853

www.hescompanyllc.com

www.patsmasonry.com
patsmasonry@yahoo.com

Roofing • Siding
Windows • Doors

Sewer and Water Repair
and Replacement
Bathroom Remodeling
& All Your Plumbing Needs

Tree Cutting & Stump Removal

• Brick • Stone • Flagstone
• Concrete • Patios • Walkways
• Retaining • Decorative Walls
• Repairs

Your Local Arlington
Roofing Specialist

No Job Too Small!

EXPERT

Class A contractors License
also Insured

\WWW.HOMEELEMENT.COM

ROOFING

703-627-3574

• Roofing
• Windows
• Siding • And more
www.MainStreet-Home-Improvement.com

Affordable
Yard Work
Weeding, Hedge Trimming,
Mulching, Leaf & Snow Removal

Quality Builds Trust

Driveways • Patios • Walkways • Pool Decks • Steps
Stoops • Retaining Walls • Pavers

571-323-2566
www.greatfallsdevelopment.com

25 years experience
Free Estimates
All Work guaranteed

REMODELING SPECIALIST

North’s Tree &
Landscaping

Complete Tree & Landscape Company

Find out what’s going down around town
with a subscription to the Sun Gazette!

SPEC

25% OIAL
FF
W

• Local News, Events & Information; Local Jobs •
Real Estate • Classifieds • Puzzles • Sports & So Much More

ITH TH

IS AD!

Find it in print and online!

The Sun Gazette

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years • Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092

Local News & So Much More

• Mulching • Clean Up • Trimming • Tree Removal
• Lot Clearing • Uplift Trees • Deadlimbing
• Private Fencing • Pruning • Grading
• Retaining/Stone Walls • Grading Driveways

Lic./Ins. • Free Estimates • Angie’s List Member • BBB

vmashaw@sungazette.net

WHAT’S UP?

Fall

Honest & Dependable Service
24 Hr. Emerg. Service • Satisfaction Guaranteed

This space
could be yours!
Call 703-771-8800
today or email

In Print & Online

703.771.8800 | www.SunGazette.news

Or
Subscder a
riptio
52
Weeks

r $99
Order Tofo
day!

n

Contact Aubrey Hawkins @ 571-333-6277 or
ahawkins@sungazette.net

Sign
our up fo
& w weekl r
E-ed eekendy
itio
SUN text ns!
G
AZE
228 TTE to
28

703.771.8800

sungazette.news

November 17, 2022 21

Cemetery Gates Bring the Past Back to Life
BRIAN TROMPETER
Staff Writer

Soaring white columns
that date back two centuries
now anchor an upgraded pedestrian gate on the northeastern boundary of Arlington National Cemetery.
The restored Ord and
Weitzel Gate, which officials
unveiled at a Nov. 8 ceremony,
incorporates two 35-foot-tall
limestone columns that formerly graced the circa-1820
War Department Building in
Washington, D.C.
“What was old here at Arlington is once again new,”
said Karen Durham-Aguilera, executive director of the
Office of Army Cemeteries
and Army National Military
Cemeteries.
When the federal government razed the War Department Building in 1879 to make
way for what now is called the
Eisenhower Executive Office
Building next to the White
House, U.S. Army Maj. Gen.
Montgomery Meigs had six
of the War Department’s columns saved for use at Arlington National Cemetery.
Two of the columns and
elaborate ironwork were installed at a gate, designed by
Meigs and Corps of Engineers architect Thomas Lincoln Casey, at the cemetery’s
north entrance.
Officials in 1902 inscribed
the names of two prominent
U.S. Army generals in the
Civil War, Edward Ord and
Godfrey Weitzel, on the columns. (Ord is buried at the
cemetery.)
The other four salvaged
War Department Building
columns formerly were positioned at Arlington National
Cemetery’s Sheridan Gate.
Cemetery officials in the
1970s dismantled both gates
in order to accommodate the
cemetery’s expansion and permit passage of wider, modern
vehicles. Officials plan to reconstruct the Sheridan Gate
after the cemetery’s southern
expansion is complete, Durham-Aguilera said.
Cemetery officials in 2015
kicked off a project to restore
the Ord and Weitzel Gate,
which involved collaboration
with the Corps of Engineers,
Maverick Regan Construction, Lorton Stone, WSP and
Speweik Preservation Consultants.
22
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At left: Dignitaries cut a ceremonial ribbon Nov.
8 to dedicate the
restored Ord and
Weitzel Gate at
Arlington National
Cemetery (shown
above).
PHOTOS BY
BRIAN TROMPETER
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The white-painted columns
sit atop masonry bases and are
capped with decorative urns
featuring shields and drapery.
The urns were in several pieces before the restoration and
had to be reassembled with
some reconstructed missing
elements, officials said.
The gate is close to its previous location, but now faces
north, as opposed to east as it
did before. Its wing walls resemble those that previously
supported the columns. Other
improvements at the site include upgraded walkways
and a new guard booth for
enhanced security.
The project brought the
columns to their current location safely, on time and within
budget, said U.S. Army Col.
Brian Hallberg, commander
of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ Norfolk District.
Hallberg attributed the
effort’s success to consistent
and open communication,
collaboration and commitment among the participating
parties.
“We all had to work together to solve tough problems,” he said. “In the end,
we had an impeccable safety
record for the contractor, with
no incidents.”
The federal government established the cemetery in 1864
during the Civil War on the
grounds of the mansion that
had been inherited through
marriage by Gen. Robert E.
Lee, who in 1861 had resigned
his U.S. Army commission to
accept command of the Army
of Northern Virginia. In the
1880s, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled the seizure of the mansion and grounds had been
illegal, ordering the federal
government to pay Lee’s heirs
the then-astounding sum of
$175,000 in compensation.
The cemetery now has 639
acres and is the final resting
place for about 400,000 service personnel, veterans, political figures and their family members. Two presidents,
William Howard Taft and
John F. Kennedy, are buried
there.
The upgraded Ord and
Weitzel Gate is located not
far from the grave of Union
Army Pvt. William Henry
Christman, who on May 13,
1864, became the first person
buried at the cemetery. Christman was only 19 when he died
from measles.

Arlington history
Items taken from the archives of the
Northern Virginia Sun. Find out more on
local history at the Web site www.arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org.
November 29, 1944:
• Next Tuesday is the deadline for payment of county taxes. So far, about 36
percent of tax bills have been paid, the
treasurer says.
• The county health officer estimates
that about 10,000 gallons of milk are consumed each day in Arlington.
• County Democrats are leading a petition drive to have the Circuit Court redistrict Arlington voting precincts.
• Gov. Darden wants to use state funds
to shore up the teacher retirement system.
November 25, 1959:
• The Netherlands Carillon could be
completed and chiming away by Christmas, a gift to the U.S. from the Dutch
people.
• Washington-Lee and Wakefield
French students have to raise about $300
per person for airfare, hotel and tours for
a planned spring trip to Paris.
• The 25th annual Old Oaken Bucket
football game between Washington-Lee
and George Washington high schools is
set for tomorrow.
November 26, 1968:
• U.S. Rep. Joel Broyhill (R-10th) says
1968 brought “crime, discontent, disorder,
confusion, continuous street incidents,
school disruption and chaos” to the District of Columbia this year, and is urging
President-elect Nixon to sack D.C. Mayor
Walter Washington.
• The Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority’s plans for its newest park, Potomac Overlook, call for leaving much of
the 65 acres in a natural state.
November 25, 1977:
• State liquor authorities have banned
the sale of Billy Beer in Virginia, saying it
promotes the endorsement of alcohol by
celebrities.
• Food prices in Northern Virginia are
rising more rapidly than in the rest of the
nation.
• Community members are concerned
about a state plan to require closure of
Arlington Hospital’s maternity ward.
• The Metro system appears to be ironing out kinks that have plagued the rail
system since it began operation last year.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

THANKSGIVING
© StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Poet Angelou
5. “Eureka!”
8. *Thanksgiving season
12. Bug-eyed
13. “Tiger Beat” centerfold
14. New York’s ____ Island
15. Simmering feeling
16. Combustible rock
17. Short for Charlotte
18. *Thanksgiving sauce
source
20. Singer Redding
21. Old hat
22. Bar in Ireland
23. *Macy’s tradition
26. Gets ready for publication
30. Dr. Cornelius of film, e.g.
31. What’s good for the
goose is good for the ____
34. Paul Bunyan stories
and such
35. Parallelogram or
heptagon
37. Charged particle
38. More cunning
39. Ant construction
40. Fluffy sweater material
42. Cribbage piece
43. Ancient Mesopotamian
civilization
45. Maltreat
47. Sea, in Spain
48. Fraternity K
50. Hoodlum
52. *Massasoit’s people
56. Do like QA

57. Opposite of written
58. Like watching paint dry
59. Togetherness
60. Move like sludge
61. S squared, e.g.
62. Eliza follower
63. Placeholder surname
64. Like hand-me-downs

55+ News

55+ programs are held indoors at 55+
Centers unless otherwise noted. A 55+
membership (starting at a $20 annual fee)
is required to participate.
For information, go to registration.arlingtonva.us or call (703) 228-4747.
55+ CENTERS CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY: Arlington County government 55+

centers will be closed on Thursday and
Friday, Nov. 24-25, in observance of
Thanksgiving.

‘ART SWAP’ ON THE HORIZON: A so-

cial-art swap will be held on Sunday, Nov.
20 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Arlington Mill 55+
Center. Attendees can bring their own
artwork or create one onsite to swap (limited supplies are available). (Registration
#911300-17)
‘YARN CIRCLE’ WELCOMES ALL COMERS: The Yarn Circle at Walter Reed 55+

Center will meet on Sunday, Nov. 20 from
1 to 4 p.m. All skill levels are welcome; assistance is provided to newcomers. (Dropin; no registration required)

CURRENT-EVENTS
DISCUSSION
LOOKS LOCALLY, GLOBALLY: A cur-

rent-events discussion about local and

DOWN
1. Painter Chagall
2. Lab gel
3. Hatha or bikram, e.g.
4. “To do” list
5. Be gaga over
6. Squirrel away
7. Comrade in arms
8. *Popular Thanksgiving TV

world news will be held on Monday, Nov.
21 at 10 a.m. at Walter Reed 55+ Center.
(Registration #911402-24)
PAINTING DEMONSTRATION TAKES IT
STEP BY STEP: A step-by-step painting

demonstration will be offered online on
Monday, Nov. 21 at 10:30 a.m. (Registration #911303-16)

‘YARN CRAFTERS’ TO MEET: The Yarn
Crafters at Aurora Hills 55+ Center will
meet on Monday, Nov. 24 from 10 a.m. to
noon to hand-knit and crochet items for
Arlington charities. Instruction is available. (Drop-in; no registration required)
FANS OF CROCHET TO GATHER: Cro-

chet enthusiasts will swap patterns and
share techniques on Monday, Nov. 21 at 9
a.m. at Arlington Mill 55+ Center. (Dropin; no registration required)

entertainment
9. Nay sayer
10. “____ Fall in Love” song
11. Caustic substance
13. Cold brew (2 words)
14. Intangible storage
19. “The Red ____ of
Courage”
22. A pop
23. Turkish bigwig
24. Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service
25. Brazilian coins
26. Former U.S. Attorney
General Janet
27. a.k.a. nutria
28. Elms
29. Military uniform fabric
32. Columbus’ vessel
33. *TV’s National ____
Show on Thanksgiving
36. *1621 celebration location
38. Planktonic tunicate
40. Lungful
41. Small wave
44. Gangly
46. Popular carriage in
royal procession
48. Semi-desert region in
South Africa
49. Astonish
50. DNA segment
51. Final notice
52. *“Miracle on 34th Street”
star
53. Yours and mine
54. Sheltered, nautically
speaking
55. Hefty competitor
56. Give a nickname

structors Linda and Steve Robinson will
be presented on Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 2
p.m. at Walter Reed 55+ Center. (Dropin; no registration required)
CRAFTY INDIVIDUALS SET TO GATHER:

A casual group of crafty individuals will
come together to share ideas about crocheting and knitting on Tuesday, Nov. 22
at 1 p.m. at Langston-Brown 55+ Center.
(Drop-in; no registration required)
BASICS OF UKULELE-STRUMMING
OFFERED: Volunteer Sandy O’Shea will

present the basics of ukulele strumming
on Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 4:30 p.m. at Walter
Reed 55+ Center. (Registration #91130406)

FANS OF LOCAL HISTORY TO MEET: A
local-history group will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 23 at 1:30 p.m. at Lubber Run
55+ Center. (Registration #911402-14)

MEXICAN TRAIN DOMINOES OFFERED:

Mexican train dominoes will be offered
on Monday, Nov. 21 at 10 a.m. at Walter
Reed 55+ Center. (Drop-in; no registration required)
INSTRUCTORS LEAD BRIDGE PRACTICE: Bridge practice with volunteer in-

sungazette.news

OPEN-STUDIO HOURS AVAILABLE FOR
ARTISTS: An open-art studio will be of-

fered on Wednesday, Nov. 23 at 10 a.m. at
Arlington Mill 55+ Center. No materials
or instruction is provided. (Drop-in; no
registration required)
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JUST
LISTED!
6532 Elnido Drive • McLean, VA 22101
El Nido Estates • $1,369,000

2318 N. Upton Street • Arlington, VA 22207
Lee Heights • $975,000

UNDER
CONTRACT!

UNDER
CONTRACT!

6312 17th Street N • Arlington, VA 22205
Madison Manor • $898,000

500 N. Nelson St. • Arlington, VA 22203
Ashton Heights • $919,900

DAVID LLOYD ❑ 703-593-3204 ❑ DAVID-LLOYD.WEICHERT.COM ❑

Congratulations David Lloyd!

Come be extraordinary
with us!

October Award
Winner!

Weichert Virginia Region
#1 Open Houses
703.593.3204

DLREALTYGROUP@GMAIL.COM

Whether you’re an experienced associate in need of a
boost/new ideas to help you become more extraordinary OR
you’re just starting out, I’d LOVE to speak with you.

Denyse “Nia” Bagley, sales manager
703-525-0812 • nbagley@weichertrealtors.net

dlrealtygroup@gmail.com

We Offer You MANY Financing Options!
• First time Homebuyer

• Non-approved Condos

• Bank Statement Loans

• Renovation Loans

• Jumbos up to $3 Million.

• DSCR Loans

• Interest Only

Programs — Home

• Doctor Loans

• Tax ID Loans

• Reduced Documentation

Possible and HomeReady

For more information on how I can help you in today’s market, please call me!
Daniel Sole, Mortgager Advisor 571.926.6867 dsole@moacc.com
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us
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for
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needy!
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Mortgage Access Corp. NMLS#2731 - Licensed Mortgage Lender: VA, MD and DC. ©2022 Weichert, Realtors®. Weichert® is a federally registered trademark owned by Weichert Co. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. REALTOR® is a
federally registered collective membership mark which identifies a real estate professional who is a Member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics.

Weichert
Arlington
is once
again
collecting
items for PathForward
AND
food 
(low 
sodium/low sugar)

  


 much-needed
   
   

for AFAC (Arlington Food Assistance
Center). Drop off at our office at the corner



of Langston Blvd & Old Dominion Dr. OR call and we’ll pick up safely.

Thank you!

Get your Real Estate license now!

Industry-leading training, both in class and online

Great Support
Live AND virtual classes GreatForMarket;
more information contact
Denyse “Nia” Bagley,
available NOW!
703-525-0812
SRES, AHWD

Call TODAY to enroll!

nbagley@weichertrealtors.net

Equal Opportunity Employer. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, a disability or familial status.

Weichert® Arlington

4701 Old Dominion Drive • 703-527-3300
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