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APS Student Count Still Lagging Pre-COVID Level
Superintendent: Opening of Classes Sees Teacher Ranks Almost But Not Completely Filled
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

Arlington’s first-day-of-school count,
while up from a year ago, remains below
the pre-pandemic high of 2019, suggesting some students whose families pulled
them out of the public-school system will

not be coming back.
Superintendent Francisco Durán on
Sept. 8 reported a first-day-of-class enrollment of 27,524, up 613 students from
last year’s official count of 26,911. That
official tally, reported to state officials, is
taken Sept. 30 each year and usually ends
up higher than the first-day-of-class count

of several weeks before.
But comparing 2022’s first-day count
to the comparable first-day figure of 2019,
before COVID appeared, results in a decline of more than 450 students. The firstday count in 2019 was 27,996.
Arlington’s student population peaked
in 1963 at the height of the Baby Boom,

then descended until the 1990s before another uptick began. The 1963 record attendance was surpassed in 2017 and again
in 2018 and 2019.
In the pre-COVID era, school officials
had projected enrollment ultimately growContinued on Page 22

Mixed
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Health of
Real Estate

YORKTOWN TOPPLES POWERHOUSE MADISON
Yorktown High School runningback Miles Fang shakes off James Madison High School’s Kevin Chadwick while carrying the ball upfield in the Patriots’ 14-11
PHOTO BY DEB KOLT
victory over Madison on Sept. 9. See coverage in Sports and a slide show of photos at https://sungazette.news.

ONLINE

New figures looking at
the strength of the Arlington and Northern Virginia
real-estate markets confirm what has been known
for some time: The market
is not collapsing, but it is
decidedly cooling.
Yet data from August
transactions, released early this week, suggest that
sellers can still get asking
price (or higher) if they
accommodate themselves
to the current state of the
market and do not look
back to the much more
seller-centric environment
of earlier this year.
See full coverage of the
local, regional and state
real-estate market inside
on Page 11.
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Elimination of County Commissions Draws Flak
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

The Arlington County government
does love its acronyms, and over the recently departed
COUNTY summer replaced
“EPAC”
with
NOTES
“CARRT.”
The move has not won universal approval, but perhaps first some definitions
are in order.
EPAC stands for the Emergency Preparedness Advisory Commission, appointed by and reporting to the County
Board on issues related to preparedness.
Or perhaps it’s better to say EPAC
stood for Emergency Preparedness Advisory Commission, because the body was
effectively abolished by County Board fiat
earlier in the summer. Commission members got formal notification in June that
they were no longer required. “Thank you
for your service,” e-mailed staffer Hannah
Winant, who told appointees that staff
would be in touch as details for the new
group were finalized.
That group is a new body called Community Advancing Resilience and Readiness Together, whose somewhat clunky
name has been shortened into the equally
clunky acronym CARRT.
When the matter was discussed at a
July County Board meeting, it seemed details continued to be fleshed out.

“There is no set structure for how this is
going to work,” said County Board member Christian Dorsey, who had served as
liaison to EPAC.
But, Dorsey told board colleagues, the
plan was an open-door, big-tent effort to
“bring the whole community in” to readiness planning.
The new body is likely to report to
the county manager, rather than County
Board, which has led to suspicions that
EPAC was providing recommendations
and policy ideas to elected officials that
staff didn’t like.
With the elimination of EPAC, “the
[County] Board will not receive neutral,
outside advice on such county issues, making them more reliant on the manager and
staff for decisions,” noted one individual
who had watched the process closely but
asked not to be named because it could be
problematic in their professional life.
“EPAC and CARRT could have coexisted,” the individual said.
Abolition of EPAC came at approximately the same time that the county
government’s Aquatics Committee got
the heave-ho. That committee had been
jointly appointed by the County Board
and School Board, and its usefulness may
have been more limited after the opening,
in 2021, of the Long Bridge Park aquatics
and fitness center, a project with a 20-year
odyssey from conception to completion.
The elimination of the two bodies

will become part of the discourse during
election season, if County Board candidate Audrey Clement has anything to say
about it.
Clement has been critical of the decisions, saying the public had no input and
arguing that both bodies have provided
ongoing, useful service.
In terms of the EPAC, the body “took
its oversight very seriously and wasn’t shy
about giving advice to the County Board,
all at a time when the pandemic was surging and a state of local emergency was in
effect,” Clement said.
County Board members seem not
bothered by the change. In an e-mail on
the matter obtained by the Sun Gazette,
Dorsey sniffed that “it is not only our prerogative [to change the format of advisory
boards], it is the right thing to do.”
Library Officials to Open ‘Teleconnect Space’: Arlington library officials
on Sept. 19 will host a ceremony marking
the introduction of new space at the Columbia Pike branch for those who require
a secure Internet connection and privacy
for “virtual” meetings.
The Teleconnect Space was developed in partnership with the county
government’s Department of Community Planning, Housing and Development
in conjunction with the Department of
Technology Services.
The meeting room is outfitted with a
hardwired computer equipped with Web

access to Zoom, Skype and other videoconferencing software. It also has a ring
light to create a professional setting. In
addition to being used for online meetings, it will be available for specific purposes such as telehealth appointments,
job interviews, social-service appointments, health-insurance signup and college interviews.
“Anyone who needs a free, quiet, private space and who does not have equivalent access at home, or anyone who needs
extra tech assistance to get started taking a telehealth appointment, is invited,”
county library director Diane Kresh said.
The space can be booked by individuals for up to two hours each day. Glass on
the windows of the room will be frosted,
and a white-noise machine is available to
ensure privacy.
For information on the initiative, see
the Website at library.arlingtonva.us/teleconnect-space.
County to Accept Property to Augment
Park: Arlington County Board members
on Sept. 17 are slated to accept the donation of a just under an acre of land that
will be incorporated into adjacent Zachary Taylor Park.
Deeding the parcel to the county government was part of the will of resident
Anne Terborgh, who recently died. Terborgh directed that the back half of her
Continues on Page 22
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Northern Va. Senior Olympians Put Camaraderie First
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

Two weeks comprising more than 70
events kicked off Sept. 10, but for participants in the Northern Virginia Senior
Olympics, competition is only one part of
the story.
Those taking part are doing their best
to “live healthy longer,” said Senior Olympics chairman Herb Levitan, presiding
over opening ceremonies at Thomas Jefferson Community Center in Arlington.
After being canceled in 2020 and
brought back carefully in 2021, there
was almost a feeling of normalcy about
the start of the 2022 competition, which
attracts participants from eight jurisdictions spread across Northern Virginia
“I’m so happy we are getting a chance
to be together,” said Arlington County
Board member Matt de Ferranti, among
those delivering welcoming remarks. “Everyone here is making a choice for health
and wellness, and to connect with other
people.”
A total of 831 individuals registered
for the 40th annual competition, up 20
percent from last year, with participants
ranging in age from 50 to more than twice
that figure.
Running through Sept. 24, competition will take place at 25 different venues.
Pickleball, track, field and table tennis
have garnered the most registrants.

The most seasoned of all the 2022
competitors is Vera Punke of Arlington,
who has registered to participate in duplicate bridge. She is 107 years young.
Northern Virginia Senior Olympics
began in 1982 with 75 Fairfax County
participants. Today is spans the counties
of Arlington Fairfax, Loudoun, Fauquier
and Prince William and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church.
“They provide excellent facilities and
excellent personnel to support us,” Levitan said of the participating jurisdictions.
(While supported by local governments, the initiative is run by a non-profit
organization with a volunteer board of
directors.)
Planning for the 40th-anniversary celebration had been in the works for more
than a year, Levitan said. Supporting the
opening ceremonies were the Alexandria
City High School Junior ROTC honor
guard and, singing the National Anthem,
the Arlingtones.
Bringing in the Senior Olympics torch
were Thomas and Joyce Tobias of Prince
William County. The couple (89 and 85
years young, respectively) are competitors
in swimming, cycling and racewalking.
They are the parents of seven children
– including one who for the past two years
has competed in Senior Olympics herself
– and 14 grandchildren.
The event also benefits from support
of corporate sponsors and by the largesse

Thomas and Joyce Tobias brought in the Olympic torch to begin the 2022 Northern Virginia
Senior Olympics, which will run for two weeks across the region.

of the competitors themselves – nearly
160 of those who signed up to take part
added an extra contribution above and
beyond the $20 participation fee.
Competition got underway immediately after the conclusion of the ceremonies, starting with 1,600-meter men’s and

sungazette.news

women’s running events.
•••
For information, including results as
they are posted and a schedule, see the
Website at www.nvso.us. While registration has closed, events are open to the
public who wish to cheer on competitors.
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‘Missing Middle’ Dominates Co. Board Debate
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

Drawing flak from both sides, the lone
incumbent County Board member on
the Nov. 8 ballot attempted to hew a middle-of-the-road path
on Arlington’s contentious Missing Middle
housing debate during
the opening event of
the community’s twomonth election sprint.
Matt de Ferranti, a Democrat who is
seeking to hold the seat he won four years
ago, positioned himself in between challengers Adam Theo (who wants more
housing variety than even de Ferranti is
willing to support) and Audrey Clement (who opposes Missing Middle as a
“scheme” to enrich developers while forcing out poorer residents).
The trio faced off at the Sept. 6 Arlington County Civic Federation debate,
a traditional kickoff of campaign season
in Arlington.
Proving that it’s often easier to be a
challenger than an incumbent, de Ferran-

ti seemed to get rattled about 20 minutes
into the event, as his challengers lobbed
criticism of the County Board’s policies
on housing and other topics.
De Ferranti acknowledged that critics
are right when they say “we have not done
sufficient outreach [on Missing Middle] to
this point,” but promised he at least would
keep an open mind as the process moves
toward an expected December elimination of single-family zoning throughout
much of the community.
“I’ll have a phone call or come to your
house or meet virtually,” the incumbent
said, reaching out to those who have lingering concerns.
Clement ripped into community-engagement efforts as “woefully inadequate”
and derided de Ferranti’s contention that
online forums on the matter shouldn’t be
made available to the broader public as
“truly laughable.” She said that, if elected,
“I would first halt the current process,” albeit offering no inkling of how she would
get two other County Board members to
go along with her.
Theo said that while the Missing Middle concept is “very good,” the process to
date is “kinda crappy, isn’t it?”

Proponents of the Missing Middle
zoning changes contend they will have
negligible negative impacts on the quality of life in neighborhoods, because the
footprint of the new housing (be it two,
four, six or eight units) would not be allowed to be larger than that currently
permitted for single-family homes in any
given neighborhood.
Critics of the proposal shoot back that
very few single-family homes in Arlington
come close to the allowable maximum lot
coverage.
Developers, by contrast, would have
financial incentives to take it to the limit
when putting multiple units on a single
lot, critics say.
At the forum, which ran about 40 minutes, Theo criticized de Ferranti for ruling
out including six-plexes and eight-plexes
on current lots. De Ferranti, working to
thread the needle among an electorate increasingly polarized on the issue, retorted
that he’d only offered opposition to eightplexes.
Asked if there shouldn’t be a community referendum on the matter, all three
candidates seemed to agree that, in Virginia, such things are not possible.

“The only option is to vote the bums
out,” said Clement, who is making another in a long succession of runs for public
office.
Clement proposed moving forward
with the repurposing of office buildings
to residential use, which both of her opponents said was not necessarily broadly
feasible but did not dismiss entirely. Panelists also sparred over recent upzoning in
the Pentagon City area.
Not all were enamored of the night’s
often singular focus on Missing Middle
and development. Michael Beer, a delegate from Maywood, said it was “really
embarrassing” to have such a single focus,
as he got in a late-in-the-debate question
about climate issues.
Activist Group Releases CandidateQuesionnaire Responses: Arlingtonians
for Our Sustainable Future has released
question-and-answer responses submitted
by County Board candidates Matt de Ferranti, Audrey Clement and AdamTheo.
Issues touched on include development, sustainability and the proposed
“Missing Middle” zoning changes.
Responses can be found at www.asfvirginia.org.

ing, also known as instant-runoff. To perhaps nobody’s surprise, all said they did,
but then the sparring began.
Independent Adam Theo, who has
made election reform a key theme of his
campaign, suggested the incumbent was
being disingenuous, pointing to a statement just minutes earlier by de Ferranti
that he’d like to see the change in voting
format implemented first in primaries.
Theo shot back, saying how political
parties conducted their nominations was
their business, and it would require instant-runoff general elections to “break
the hold that political parties have” on the
final outcome.
“I want it, now,” Theo said of a change
in formats.
The General Assembly several years
ago granted the Arlington County Board
the power to move from winner-take-all
to ranked-choice voting. While a majority
of the all-Democratic County Board seem
to like the concept, board members have
dragged their feet on implementation, citing logistical intricacies and cost concerns.
Board members also may be waiting to
get a thumbs up from the leadership of
the Arlington County Democratic Committee, whose decades-long dominance of
the county’s governance could find itself
challenged if ranked-choice voting takes
hold.
At the debate, de Ferranti said it was
“likely but not certain” that the matter
will be taken up by County Board members by the start of the year. Whether that
results in a change of voting format next

year is anyone’s guess. Voters have no
direct say in the matter; the General Assembly legislation did not require, or even
allow for, a community referendum before
implementing any changes.
Ranked-choice voting essentially
means what it says: Voters can (but are
not required to) rank candidates for a
specific office in order of preference. If
no candidate wins 50 percent plus one in
the election, the lowest-vote-getting contender is eliminated and his/her votes are
reallocated as directed by the voter. The
process repeats for as many times as necessary until one candidate reaches a majority of votes cast.
Supporters of the concept say it eliminates the likelihood that a fringe contender could slip into office by winning
a relatively small amount of the vote in
a multi-candidate field. Supporters also
contend that it would encourage candidates to run more positive campaigns,
since they are attempting to get the most
votes possible, even if they are the second,
third or fourth choices of some voters.
The instant-runoff method is not new
to Arlington, as the Arlington County
Democratic Committee has used it in
County Board and School Board nominating caucuses in recent years. (Unless
and until County Board members OK
implementation during state-run primaries, that format remains a winner-take-all
affair.) Republicans at the state level have
begun using the process at their nominating conventions, as well.
Twice over the past two years, a candi-

date who was trailing initially in a Democratic caucus – one for County Board,
the other for School Board – catapulted
to victory by garnering more second- and
third-choice votes than the candidate who
held the initial lead.
At the Civic Federation forum, the
third candidate on the Nov. 8 County
Board ballot, independent Audrey Clement, said ranked-choice voting was “a
necessary tool” to break the Democratic
monopoly in Arlington, but would only
work in a community “where media are
unbiased and endorse candidates on their
merit.”
While it has had an impact in Democratic-run nominating contests, whether a
format change would impact general elections in Arlington seems unlikely. Democratic nominees generally can count on
more than 60 percent of the vote from the
Arlington electorate, rendering the format
change moot.
Those who enjoy spinning political
what-ifs have postulated that, if rankedchoice voting was in place for 2022 and
in the unlikely event that de Ferranti was
held under 50 percent of the vote and was
followed by Clement and then Theo, voters supporting Theo (who would be eliminated as the low-vote-getter in this scenario) would gravitate to de Ferranti because
they are closer in position on zoning issues than are Theo and Clement.
Then again, Theo’s votes could end
up with Clement in this scenario, if those
voters were against the Democratic monopoly in local government.

Opponent Questions de Ferranti’s Commitment to
Implementing ‘Ranked-Choice’ Voting in Local Races
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

Is Arlington County Board member,
and candidate for re-election, Matt de
Ferranti just a poseur
when it comes to support for moving from
a winner-take-all election process to rankedchoice voting?
That was the implication from one of his
challengers during the
first County Board candidate forum of
the year.
At the Sept. 6 Arlington County Civic
Federation debate – which was dominated by a focus on Missing Middle housing
policies – candidates briefly were asked
whether they support ranked-choice vot-
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Ebbin Picks Up New Senate-Committee Chairmanship
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

State Sen. Adam Ebbin has been
tapped to serve as chair of the Senate
General Laws and Technology Committee.
“I look forward to
this new responsibility,” Ebbin said in a
statement. “The GenPOLITICAL eral Laws committee
POTPOURRI entertains legislation
crucial to many longstanding priorities of mine, including
housing affordability, consumer protections and making Virginia a leader in
technology and innovation.”
Ebbin (D-Alexandria-Arlington-Fairfax) previously chaired the Privileges and
Elections Committee. The opening on the
General Laws committee came when state
Sen. George Barker was named co-chair
of the Senate Finance Committee.
Committee-chair appointments are
made by the Senate Democratic Caucus.
Sen. Lionell Spruill moves into Ebbin’s
previous spot chairing the Privileges and
Elections committee.
The changes took place during a brief
early-September special session of the
legislature, and are expected to remain
through the 2023 legislative session that
convenes in January.
‘Distinguished Democrats’ Honorees Named: Marjorie Hobart and Cragg
Hines have been tapped as the Arlington
County Democratic Committee’s “Distinguished Democrats” for 2022.
The two will be honored during an
event to be held Sept. 17 in Crystal City.
Hobart was the longtime executive director of the Arlington Education Association. Hines is a retired journalist.
The Distinguished Democrat award
is effectively a lifetime-achievement accolade presented by the party while also
raising funds in the heart of election season. Previous recipients have included Peg
Hogan, Charley Conrad, Herschel Kanter, Joan McDermott, Charlene Bickford,
Richard and Jean Barton, Sharon Davis
and, last year, the couple Tom and Mary
Margaret Whipple.
For information, see the Website at
www.arlingtondemocrats.org.
County: No Taxpayer Funding Used
for Appearance of Controversial Tome’s
Author: Anyone remember the “Puppetry
of the Penis” contretemps that engulfed
Arlington nearly two decades ago?
For a while, it seemed like there might
be another community battle-royale
fought out over a controversial appearance at a county-government venue – albeit absent both the puppetry and the appendages in the more recent instance.
Some local-government critics seized
on the upcoming appearance of author
Nikole Hannah-Jones of “The 1619 Project” fame to wonder aloud how much
taxpayer funding was going to support
the controversial tome about the impact
of slavery on the making of the future

United States.
Hannah-Jones is slated to speak at an
Arlington Public Library event Sept. 20 at
Washington-Liberty High School.
“The author is routinely paid tens of
thousands of dollars to speak at events
like this one,” said Matthew Hurtt, communications director for the Arlington
County Republican Committee, who
sniffed that the book’s premise has been
“widely debunked.”
Hurtt and others inquired of what
Hannah-Jones was being paid, as did
the Sun Gazette. County library officials
responded that no taxpayer funds were
being used; support for the program was

coming from Friends of the Arlington Library.
An e-mail from the Sun Gazette to
that group has not yet been returned. But
based on tax filings, Friends of the Arlington Library should have no problem
paying the going rate for a Hannah-Jones
appearance.
According to the organization’s 2019
Internal Revenue Service Form 990 filing
– the latest available online – the all-volunteer group took in $340,000 the preceding
year and had $2.5 million in net assets.
(Those figures predate the COVID
outbreak of 2020, which caused libraries
to be shut down for a year and impacted

the organization’s major book-sale fundraisers, which may have cut into the total
assets.)
As for “Puppetry of the Penis,” that
was – and still is – a theatrical troupe
whose name essentially details its performances. The troupe in 2003 had rented
space in an Arlington government venue,
only to have some critics lambaste county
officials for allowing something they considered vulgar in space paid for by county
taxpayers.
County leaders back in 2003 responded
that they didn’t censor performances and
that the run of the show wasn’t receiving
any taxpayer funds.
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Our View: Gonna Be a Tough Endorsement Call

Unlike many in the other, lesser world of local media, the Sun Gazette has stayed true to issuing political
endorsements. (Credit to the Falls Church News-Press,
which while not quite on our wavelength on most issues, is
another that has maintained the practice.)
Our reasoning is clear: Voters deserve to hear the views
of an organization that watches candidates a whole lot
more intimately than do most others, and over time has
discerned their virtues and their vices.
Should anyone cast a ballot based on one endorsement?
Of course not. But are they valuable in providing background material for a final decision? You bet your bippy, to
quote a long-ago catchphrase.
Alas, when it comes to the Arlington County Board
race, this is going to be a tough call, at least based on last
week’s Arlington County Civic Federation debate among
the three contenders on the ballot.
In fairness, all three were fine – there were no major
unforced errors, and prodded by questions that focused on
major issues such as Missing Middle zoning, their comments showcased significant differences that will be of importance to voters as minds are made up.
But we weren’t blown away, for the following reasons:
• Incumbent Democrat Matt de Ferranti got a little flustered under flak coming on Missing Middle from both his
left (Adam Theo) and sort of his right (Audrey Clement).
It’s easier to be a challenger, as de Ferranti was four years
ago, than an incumbent. De Ferranti’s other challenge,
like some politicians we have known through the years, is
that he wants to be liked by the broad swath of the public,

therefore doesn’t want to irk them with strongly-stakedout positions. As a result, he’s trying to tack to what he
sees as the middle of the road on the Missing Middle issue,
which while it would seem to satisfy few in this contentious matter, also would not alienate enough people to imperil his chances for victory.
• Challenger-for-life Audrey Clement finally has an
issue on which she can pile up some votes (she’s against
Missing Middle, as are an increasing number of Arlingtonians). But as always, she refuses to build a campaign infrastructure or raise the funds to actually get her message
out to those voters. For her, 2022 will go down as a wasted
opportunity.
• The other challenger, Adam Theo, goes the other direction on Missing Middle – he seemingly wants a free-forall, the widest array of options, no matter the consequences
– and there will be consequences, including unintentional
ones. Nice guy, interesting positions on some issues, but
that’s not going to win him the Sun Gazette’s endorsement
this time around.
So it’s down to de Ferranti vs. Clement on the endorsement-o-meter. Memo to the finalists: We’re going to weigh
in on the race early in October, so sharpen your messaging
in coming debates and give us the best you’ve got.
A political endorsement may not count for much, but
it counts for something. Years back, one Arlington political titan complained that the Sun Gazette endorsement of
him/her that year hadn’t been glowing enough. “Want us
to take it back in the next edition?” we retorted, and the
candidate was wise enough to never mention it again.

Youngkin, Right-Wing Republicans to Blame for
Problems Afflicting Public Education in Virginia
Editor:
Your recent editorial [“Our View:
High-Quality Teachers Face Challenges”]
included a cheap attack on teacher unions
and failed to mention the guilty culprit
– Gov. Youngkin and right-wing Republican attacks on teachers and public schools
that are dire and harmful.
Teacher unions exist to be strong advocates for their teacher members, and
that includes both salaries and on-thejob respect and good treatment. Teachers
are professionals whose views and input
should be reflected in local schools, and
local teacher unions such as the National
Education Association and the American
Federation of Teachers do exactly that.
The purpose of unions is also to protect
individual teachers who are unfairly treated by principals and not to enforce any
educational ideology.
My late father, my wife and now
my daughter were or are public-school
teachers and teacher-union members. All

teachers are underpaid, overworked and
stressed today by the pandemic, and try to
educate as best they can the youth using
curriculums set out by the local School
Boards and by the statewide Standards
of Learning. Unions bring the collective
wisdom and help to principals and School
Boards and over time create a more productive workplace and better outcomes
for the students.
This cannot be said for our current
governor Youngkin, who started a snitch
line for people to report on public-school
teachers who may be teaching an objectionable history book or novel.
Maybe the governor should just go
ahead and issue his list of banned books
and help English and history teachers
on what books are permissible. Would
his banned book list include “To Kill a
Mockingbird,” “Diary of Anne Frank”
and the “People’s History of the United
States” by Howard Zinn? In my years at
Yorktown High School in Arlington in the
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1960s, “Catcher in the Rye” was banned,
so let’s add that book to the banned list
today so that history can repeat itself.
I trust school librarians and teachers
to pick out the books appropriate for the
age and grade of the students that will
make sure the students can learn our past
U.S. history and read great literature from
American and foreign authors that will
enhance the learning of children.
Maybe the governor can stay in his
lane, and propose to the General Assembly that the 89,000 public-school teachers
in Virginia whose average pay is now only
$55,000 a year be given an across-theboard $10,000 a year pay raise?
The teachers deserve a pay raise and it
would be a good use of some of Virginia’s
$2 billion budget surplus.
John Reeder
Arlington
The Sun Gazette welcomes your submission of letters for publication.

Candidates Differ, But Don’t
Spar, in School Board Forum
SCOTT McCAFFREY
Staff Writer

COVID-era learning loss, building
security, the persistent academic-achievement gap and the future of capital projects all were part of
the Arlington School
Board candidate forum
held Sept. 6 and sponsored by the Arlington
County Civic FederaELECTION tion.
“We need to get our
schools back on track,”
said James “Vell” Rives, who like his opponent Bethany Sutton has more than 20
years’ residency in the county and several
students currently in its public schools.
That means keeping classrooms open
“no matter what it takes,” Rives said during the forum.
Unlike the County Board debate that
immediately preceded it and focused
largely on the twin topics of housing and
zoning, the School Board questions and
answers were on a broader array of issues.
Both candidates seemed in agreement that
the current School Board and school-system leadership were at risk of losing further trust with the community.
Sutton, who garnered the Arlington
County Democratic Committee’s endorsement and therefore stands as the
odds-on favorite come Nov. 8, said many
in the community believe that the School
Board “simply rubber-stamps” proposals
brought to it by the staff, although she
added that oversight is “sufficient” at the
present time – while musing aloud whether “sufficient” was the standard Arlington
parents and students should expect.
Neither oversight of senior staff nor
community engagement is “close to sufficient,” countered Rives, who criticized
School Board members for not taking
formal votes on issues ranging from the
closure of schools in the wake of the pandemic to the removal of school-resource
officers.
The 2022 School Board race comes as

2022

evidence mounts at the local, state and
federal levels that school leaders may have
made a catastrophic error in judgment in
keeping classrooms closed as long as they
did in the wake of COVID’s first arrival.
Learning loss remains palpable in the recently released state Standards of Learning exams, or SOLs, taken by students
last spring, even though some Northern
Virginia school leaders have attempted
to put a fig leaf over the shortcomings by
suggesting they are moving back toward
pre-pandemic levels.
At the forum, Rives hit the (now deferred) proposal to eliminate grading of
student homework, while Sutton said the
school system has to do more to solve the
seemingly intransigent gaps in achievement between students of various socioeconomic groups.
While there has been a rotating band
of School Board members in recent years,
the five-member body has been exclusively
under the control of Democrats since the
departure in 2007 of Republican David
Foster.
Rives said discussion and decisionmaking would benefit from having “just
one person” – in this instance, him – “from
outside their circle.” But getting into office is a heavy lift for anyone who doesn’t
have the Democratic endorsement.
The seat opened up when Barbara
Kanninen announced she would not
seek a third four-year term. Kanninen
becomes the fourth board member to depart in three years, following Tannia Talento (four years), Nancy Van Doren (six
years) and Monique O’Grady (four years)
out the door.
Kanninen in 2020 ran for the Democratic endorsement in a special election
necessitated by the death of County
Board member Erik Gutshall.
Though leading in total votes, Kanninen did not receive the requisite 50
percent and found herself leapfrogged in
later rounds of “ranked-choice” voting by
Takis Karantonis, who won the endorsement, the subsequent special election and
then the 2021 general election.

83%
OFF

s’ New Senior Living
with Great Fall
ur Grand Opening!
o
t
a
Community

THURSDAY, SEPT 29, 2022 | 11AM - 3PM
Enjoy hors d’oeuvres, beverages, tours and
celebrate all there is to love about our community!
RSVP required.

Scan to RSVP or

call 703.223.5226

Business and Finance Training
Small Business Loans up to

$50,000

Need to start or expand your business?
Call Us Now!
የራስዎን የንግድ ሥራ መጀመር ይፈልጋሉ?
እባክዎን ይደውሉልን!
ﻣﯾﺧواھﯾد ﮐﺳب و ﮐﺎری راه
ﺑﯾﺎﻧدازﯾد وﯾﺎ اﻧرا رﺷد دھﯾد؟
¿Necesitas comenzar o expandir tu negocio?
¡Llámanos ahora!
Arlington

FREE In-Home Consultation
Expert Installation
We Beat Next Day Blinds Everyday Prices!
UP TO

Come Fall in Love

Top Brands such as Hunter Douglas,
Showcase Shutters, Cigma Blinds, CACO

703-905-9288
craig@snydersshades.com

Visit snydersshades.com today and view our current promotions
sungazette.news

Baltimore

901 South Highland Street,
Arlington, VA 22204
703-685-0510 (Ext. 277)

2101 E Biddle St
Baltimore, MD 21213
Tel: 443-990-0100

Abnet A. Tessema
atessema@edgus.org
703-685-0510 (Ext. 277)

Habte Michael
hmichael@edgus.org

Hossein Mohrammi
hmahrammi@edgus.org
703-685-0510 (Ext. 257)

wwww.edgus.org
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Arlington Notes

Neighborhood

YARD SALE
Saturday, September 17
9 am to 2 pm
2030 Westmoreland Street

Household Items • Baked Goods
Music • Games • and More!
All proceeds benefit the Chesterbrook Residences Care Fund.
Do you have items to donate?
Email chesterbrook@cri-va.org or call us at 703-531-0781.
703-531-0781

A Caring Assisted Living Retirement Community

chesterbrookres.org
2030 Westmoreland Street
Falls Church, VA

Coordinated Services Management, Inc.—Professional Management of Retirement Communities since 1981.

CULTURAL • WALKING & HIKING • RESPONSIBLE WILDLIFE • CYCLING
600+ Tours starting from $1,200 pp
47+ Years’ Experience Creating Small Group and Self-Guided Adventures to 100+ Countries

SISTER-CITY STUDENT EXCHANGE
SLATED TO RESUME: If all goes ac-

cording to plan, a key element of the Arlington Sister City Association’s outreach
efforts will be back on track after a twoyear COVID derailment.
Later this month, a group of fifthgrade students from the county’s Sister
City of Aachen, Germany, will descend
on Arlington.
“Over 40 families will visit Arlington
Public Schools, our museums and our
region,” said Hanna Eun, chair of the
organization, who said that Sapna Delacourt would lead the effort this year with
the support of Heidi Addison, who previously had led it.
Again assuming all goes as planned,
Arlington elementary-school students and
their families are likely to visit Aachen
next spring. The Sister City Association is
looking for a volunteer to lead the highschool-exchange program so it can be restarted.
For the moment, exchanges with Arlington’s Sister City of Reims, France, are
on hold, and for obvious reasons there are
no exchanges occurring with the Sister
City of Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine.
(Located in the western part of that
country, Ivano-Frankivsk thus far, while
not immune, has been spared the widescale damage of the Russia-Ukraine
war.)
“Virtual” exchanges are slated to take
place between Arlington and its Sister
City of San Miguel, El Salvador.
The Arlington Sister City Association’s
genesis dates to 1991 with the establishment of a planning group. Two years later,
the Aachen partnership was formalized.
Dates of the founding of other partnerships include 1995 (Coyoacan, Mexico); 1996 (Reims); 2005 (San Miguel); and
2011 (Ivano-Frankivsk).
For information and updates, see the
Website at www.arlingtonsistercities.org.
TREE INITIATIVE REACHES ONE-YEAR
MARK: September marks the first an-

Speak to an expert at:

855-978-0708
Hours: 9 am - 7 pm EST Monday - Friday
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niversary of the launch of Plant NOVA
Trees, a region-wide effort by more than
100 local organizations and thousands of
individuals to promote native trees and
shrubs in Northern Virginia.
“There are many ways to help out,”
the organization noted. “The simplest is
to see if you have a good place to plant
a tree or shrub – and then plant it! Fall
is the best time to plant trees and shrubs,
because they can concentrate on building
strong root systems and avoid the stress
of summer weather.”
So far, individuals have reported planting almost 4,000 trees and shrubs as part
of the campaign. Local governments,
parks and community associations also
are working to plant trees.
By reporting these plantings on a Plant
NOVA Trees Website form, volunteers are
also helping the Virginia Department of
Forestry meet its goal of 600,000 trees
planted in Northern Virginia by 2025, to
help the region meet goals to protect the
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Chesapeake Bay.
Information on how to choose and
plant a native tree or shrub is available on
the Plant NOVA Trees Website at https://
www.plantnovatrees.org/.
Many local garden centers also are
promoting native trees and shrubs in honor of Celebrate Native Trees Week, which
runs Sept. 26 through Oct. 2.
‘GREEN VALLEY DAY’ ON HORIZON:

“It’s a New Day in Green Valley” is the
focus on the 2022 Green Valley Day, to
be held on Saturday, Sept. 17 from noon
to 6 p.m. at John Robinson Jr. Town
Square and Dr. Charles Drew Elementary
School.
Games, music, activities, family fun
and more will be part of the celebration,
sponsored by the Green Valley Civic Association.
For information, see the Website at
www.greenvalleyciv.org.
‘CLARENDON DAY’ BACK FOR 2022:

After a three-year hiatus, the annual Clarendon Day – sponsored by the Clarendon
Alliance – will return on Saturday, Sept.
24 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The event draws an estimated 20,000
people per year for music, food, crafts, art
and fun for the entire family.
For information, see the Website at
www.clarendon.org.
LIBRARY TO HOST ‘JUBILEE VOICES’:

The Arlington County Library system
will present “Jubilee Voices: Freedom,” a
celebration of African-American history
and traditions, on Saturday, Sept. 24 at 2
p.m. in the plaza outside Central Library.
An audience question-and-answer session will follow the performances.
‘CRIME SOLVERS’ HOSTS ANNUAL
MEETING: Arlington County Crime Solv-

ers will host its 2022 Law Enforcement
Officer of the Year Award Luncheon on
Thursday, Oct. 6 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. at Busboys and Poets in Shirlington.
In addition to awards, the program will
feature a discussion of efforts at the local
level to address local opioid issues.
Tickets are $30 each, and sponsorships
are available. For information, e-mail
Andres Tobar at andrestobar45@gmail.
com.
LIBRARY TO HOST HAIRSTYLING
WORKSHOP FOR FATHERS, GRANDFATHERS: Westover Library will host

“Dads Can Do Hair, Too,” a program for
fathers learning to style the hair of their
daughter, granddaughter or other younger female family members.
The event is slated for Saturday, Sept.
24 from 10 a.m. to noon. Attendees will
work on new, sanitized mannequin heads
with supervision from Ballston Aveda
Arts & Sciences students.
The program is free, but registration is
required. For information, call the library
at (703) 228-6327 or e-mail aschulz@arlingtonva.us.

Arlington Notes II
‘SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY’ HONOREES
NAMED: Back in person for the first time

since 2019, the Arlington Community
Foundation’s William T. Newman “Spirit of Community” Award for 2022 will
honor three individuals with diverse, but
highly important, impacts on the community.
Honors will be presented to Portia
Clark, Mark Riley and Dr. Mike Silverman, for the following achievements:
• Clark is being honored for her longstanding service as a community organizer, particularly in the Green Valley and
Four Mile Run Valley areas.
• Riley earns honors for his leadership
of the annual Arlington Turkey Trot and
other efforts that support funding for social-safety-net initiatives.
• Silverman is honored for his service
as chief of emergency medicine at Virginia Hospital Center, and for making COVID information available to the broader
community.
The William T. Newman Spirit of
Community Award is named in honor of
Circuit Court Judge William Newman Jr.,
who founded the Arlington Community
Foundation in 1991. McCauley will join a
pantheon of individuals and groups honored with the award.
Past recipients of the Spirit of Community Award have included (in chronological order starting in 1993) Joan Cooper,

H. Paul Mount, Anna Barber, Elizabeth
Campbell, Walter Tejada, John McCracken, Julia Connally, Charles Overby,
Jennie Davis, Jean Berg, Eric Schaeffer,
Ralph Johnson, the Woman’s Club of Arlington, Preston Caruthers, Rich Doud,
Karen Darner, George Varoutsos, Mary
Ann Nirschl, Meg Tuccillo, John Andelin and Ginger Geoffrey, Lola Reinsch,
Mary Ann Moran, Jonathan Kinney,
John Milliken, Emma Violand-Sánchez,
Dr. Alfred Taylor, Arlington’s front-line
public-health workers and, in 2021, Lucy
Bowen.
Traditionally presented at a luncheon
event, the program was moved online in
2020 owing to the COVID crisis, where it
remained in 2021.
For information on the awards program and the Arlington Community
Foundation, see the Website at www.arlcf.
org.
TREE INITIATIVE REACHES ONE-YEAR
MARK: September marks the first an-

niversary of the launch of Plant NOVA
Trees, a region-wide effort by over a hundred local organizations and thousands
of individuals to promote native trees and
shrubs in Northern Virginia.
“There are many ways to help out,”
the organization noted. “The simplest is
to see if you have a good place to plant
a tree or shrub – and then plant it! Fall

is the best time to plant trees and shrubs,
because they can concentrate on building
strong root systems and avoid the stress
of summer weather.”
So far, individuals have reported planting almost 4,000 trees and shrubs as part
of the campaign. Local governments,
parks, and community associations are
also working to plant trees.
By reporting these plantings on a Plant
NOVA Trees website form, volunteers are
also helping the Virginia Department of
Forestry meet its goal of 600,000 trees
planted in Northern Virginia by 2025, to
help our region meet efforts to protect the
Chesapeake Bay.
Information on how to choose and
plant a native tree or shrub is available on
the Plant NOVA Trees Website at https://
www.plantnovatrees.org/.
As part of the initiative, more than
200 volunteers have worked to alert homeowners to trees at risk in residential
areas; identified over 21,000 trees at risk
in non-residential areas; and saved 3,500
trees, organizers said.
At local garden centers, volunteers
have hung thousands of tags on native
trees, making them easy for you to identify.
Many local garden centers are also
promoting native trees and shrubs in honor of Celebrate Native Trees Week, Sept.
26 through Oct. 2.

VIETNAM VETERANS CHAPTER AIDS
BACK-TO-SCHOOL EFFORTS: The Dean

K. Phillips Memorial Chapter 227, Vietnam Veterans of America, for the 12th
consecutive year has provided back-toschool gift cards to students and veterans
through the Veterans Affairs Supportive
Housing (VASH) initiaive.
A total of 46 students received gift
cards of $100 to support back-to-school
supplies and clothing, and one veteran received a $200 card.
Distribution was coordinated through
VASH case manager Jasmine Wilson.
Among other recent philanthropic
efforts, the chapter provided a grant of
nearly $1,600 to repair the car of a veteran, and offered $300 to support rental
assistance and car-tax payment for a veteran.
CIVIC ASSOCIATION TO MARK 85th ANNIVERSARY: Postponed from May due to

rain, the 85th-anniversary celebration of
the John M. Langston Citizens Association will be held on Saturday, Sept. 24.
Events from noon to 2 p.m. will feature a walking tour that begins at the
Langston-Brown Recreation Center, 2121
North Culpepper St.
A family fun day will run from 2 to 6
p.m. at High View Park playground, 1945
North Dinwiddie Street.
The community is invited.

20th Annual

ALEXANDRIA
OLD TOWN
ART FESTIVAL
(previously on King St.)

Sept. 17th - 18th
Sat./Sun. 10am - 5pm

Outdoors at John Carlyle Square
300 John Carlyle Square
Alexandria, VA

FREE ADMISSION

Bashar & Roula Jarjour
sungazette.news
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Real Estate

New-Home
Market Sees
Geographic
Shifts Continue

Featured Property of the Week

A Charmer Oh-So-Close to Metro

This Expanded Colonial Sits Upon a Landscaped, Garden Lot

Those with memories of television
from a bygone era (or fans of its reruns)
will know that Sgt. Gomer Pyle used to
exclaim “Sur-prise, sur-prise, sur-prise!”
at certain moments.
This week’s featured property in
Madison Manor qualifies as one he
would love, as it’s filled with surprises,
ranging from the surprisingly large
(2,300 square feet) expanded interior
space to the bucolic gardens out back.
A charmer that is set within easy
walking distance of the East Falls
Church Metro and close to the eateries,
shops and more of Westover, you’re just
steps from the glorious Madison Manor
Park and Washington & Old DominionRegional Trail.
The result is a home with limitless
possibilities, set in an never-goes-out-offashion community.
The property currently is on the market, listed at $939,900 by Dave Lloyd of
Weichert, Realtors. An open house is
slated for Sunday, Sept. 18 from 2 to 4
p.m.
Constructed during Arlington’s
early-1950s building boom, the 4-bedroom/3-bath home has benefited from
TLC inside and out through the years.
Spacious and cheerful inside, the updates complement classic elements
(like the charming knotty-pine-paneled
rec room) in a marvelous symbiosis of
style. And the flexible floorplan provides
a full bath on every level.
A few of our favorite spaces:
• The light-filled living room features
gorgeous hardwoods, while a charming
archway leads to the spacious dining
room with a tasteful chandelier.
• The renovated, eat-in chef’s kitchen showcases glorious wood cabinetry,
granite countertop, top appliances and
marvelous views of the back and side
gardens.
• The main-level addition initially
was conceived as a bedroom suite, but
can be used for a cornucopia of options.
It even has a separate entrance.
• Upstairs, three bedrooms and a

renovated bath add to the versatility.
• The lower level features the aforementioned recreation room, full bath
and bonus storage space.
And as mentioned before, the exterior is an oasis of serenity; you’ll find
the patio a refuge from the stresses of
daily life as it rounds out a superb opportunity.
Articles are prepared by the Sun Gazette’s real estate advertising department
on behalf of clients.
For information on the home, contact

the listing agent. For information on having a house reviewed, contact the Sun
Gazette’s real estate advertising department at (571) 333-6272.

Facts for buyers

Address: 6312 17th Street North,
Arlington (22205).
Listed at: $939,900 by Dave Lloyd,
Weichert, Realtors (703) 593-3204.
Schools: Tuckahoe Elementary,
Swanson Middle, Yorktown High
School.

New findings from the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB)
Home Building Geography Index
(HBGI) show a shift in home building activity over the past 30 months,
with notable slowing in large, metro
urban areas as a
result of initial
COVID migration
effects followed by
declines in housing affordability
in high-cost and
highly regulated
markets as interest
rates increased.
“The geography of home building has shifted over
the last two and half years, with more
single-family and multi-family construction occurring in lower density
markets,” said NAHB chief economist
Robert Dietz.
The HBGI is a quarterly measurement of building conditions across the
country and uses county-level information about single- and multi-family
permits to gauge housing-construction
growth in various urban and rural geographies.
The index shows that the market
share for single-family home building
in large metro core and inner suburbs
has fallen from 44.5 percent to 41.6
percent from the fourth quarter of
2019 (pre-COVID) to the second quarter of 2022.
In contrast, single-family home
building in outer suburbs in large and
medium sized metros has expanded
from 17.4 percent to 19 percent during
the same period.
This decentralized trend holds true
in the least densely populated regional
markets. From the fourth quarter of
2019 to the second quarter of 2022, single-family home building market share
in small metro core counties increased
to 29 percent from 28.8 percent.
In rural areas, the home building
share rose to 10.4 percent from 9.4 percent.
Meanwhile, the multi-family market showed a similar pattern over the
same time frame.
The market share of multi-family
construction in large metro core areas fell from 41.7 percent in the fourth
quarter of 2019 to 39.3 percent in the
second quarter of 2022.

DAVID
DAVID LLOYD
LLOYD

THINKING OF SELLING? PUT MY AWARD WINNING MARKETING PLAN TO WORK FOR YOU!
703-593-3204

DLREALTYGROUP@GMAIL.COM

4 7 0 1

O L D

DAVID LLOYD
DAVIDLLOYDREALTOR

DAVID-LLOYD.WEICHERT.COM

D O M I N I O N

D R I V E
4 7 0 1
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Despite Recent Cooling, Region ‘Still a Sellers’ Market’
Another round of monthly data confirming signs of cooling but not catastrophe in the regional home-sales environment.
“The Washington area is still a sellers’
market – however, buyers have more leverage on price with less competition in the
market,” notes Bright MLS, the region’s
multiple-listing service, which on Sept. 12
detailed August’s sales figures.
Those sales totaled 5,323, down more
than 25 percent from a year before, with
each of the 10 major jurisdictions comprising the region showing double-digit
declines.
“As we head into the fall market, buyers should expect to find more options
and potentially will have more leverage
on price, as sellers are readjusting their
expectations,” said Bright MLS chief
economist Lisa Sturtevant, who said that
after years of sellers calling the shots in
the local market, there “are signs of balance inching back in.”

Pending sales for August also were
down; those transactions generally translate into competed sales a month or two
after posting, confirming that the tend is
likely to be downward for several months
at least.
Sellers may not be thrilled, but those
on the other side of the transaction may
be silently cheering.
Buyers this autumn will “find they
have more time to make decisions, and
will be in the position of asking for home
inspections and appraisals, concessions
that were virtually unheard of last year,”
Sturtevant said.
Despite the sales declines, the median
sales price for properties that closed across
the region during the month ($555,000)
was up 3.4 percent from a year before, led
by a 5.8-percent increase in the median
sales price of single-family homes. That
bump up was higher than the year-overyear percentage increase recorded in July,
reversing four months of declining rates

of growth.
One reason prices keep rising: An ongoing dearth of inventory. The number
of new listings in the region was down 26
percent in August compared to a year before, the sixth consecutive month of yearover-year declines as some potential sellers opt to stay on the sidelines for now.
Take the available inventory and divide it into last month’s sales and you get
1.22 months’ worth of supply currently
available. That’s well below the 3-month
supply that would be required for most
analysts to agree there is a buyer-seller
equilibrium.
(Of the jurisdictions making up the
Washington region, only the District of
Columbia has more than two months’
worth of supply, standing at 2.07. That
could be one reason why that locality
was one of the few jurisdictions to show
a decline in median sales price, though a
relatively small one, in August.)
One of the strongest segments of the

regional homes market over the past six
months of cooling has been the upper-end
single-family segment, perhaps because
buyers in the economic stratosphere are
less impacted by interest-rate hikes. But
new figures that measure forward-looking
buyer interest report that segment had the
biggest decline among all housing types
from July to August.
But regardless of the housing type, homeowners who accept the new reality are
unlikely to be derailed in their efforts to
find a purchaser.
“Sellers who price their properties to
reflect today’s market, and not last year’s
market, will still find eager buyers,” Bright
MLS declared.
Figures represent inventory in the District of Columbia; Arlington, Fairfax and
Loudoun counties and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church in Virginia; and Montgomery, Prince George’s
and Frederick counties in Maryland. All
August 2022 figures are preliminary.

A majority of Virginia Realtors taking part in a monthly confidence survey
now believe home prices across the commonwealth will drop in coming months,
reversing a long-held belief by many that
the market, while cooling, wasn’t going to
enter a declining-price environment.
The share of survey respondents who

expect prices to rise in their local markets
in the next three months fell again to the
lowest level since the Virginia Realtors
trade organization began tracking member confidence in July 2021. Just over half
of responding Realtors (51%) said they
believed prices will begin to fall within the
next few months. Thirty percent said they

expected prices to remain the same in the
coming quarter, with less than 20 percent
expecting gains.
(Before the hyperventilating begins, it’s
probably worth noting that this may simply represent a return to the cyclical nature of annual home sales and sale prices
in the commonwealth, which before being

sent higgledy-piggledy by COVID tended
to be higher in spring and summer, lower
in autumn and winter.)
Figures represent the most recent
survey, conducted in late August and reported in early September. A total of 700

Bulls Now Outnumbering Bears in Virginia Homes Market

Continued on Page 22

NEW HOMES COMING SOON IN VIENNA!

SOLD FOR $854,000
61 1 J o h n M a r s h a l l D r i ve , N E , V i e n n a
Fantastic location on a quiet street in the Town of Vienna! Quality
construction from Jefferson Homes. Floor plan includes a main level
ensuite bedroom and covered porch. 6500 finished square feet on
.32 acre. Move in October 2022! www.611JohnMarshall.com

1 1 3 Ta p a w i n g o R o a d , S E , V i e n n a
Listed at $849,999
Build your dream home on this 17,000 square foot lot in the
heart of Vienna! Surrounded by new homes in a great location.
Walkable to the Downtown Vienna shops and restaurants.

Are you ready to make a move? Now is the time!
If you are searching for a new home or selling your
current home, I am here to help!

Dee Murphy
Realtor®
dee@deemurphy.com
m: 202.669.5115

2 3 1 0 S t r y ke r Ave n u e , V i e n n a
Live in Vienna on a half acre, backing to parkland! Quality
construction from Jefferson Homes. Floor plan includes a three car
garage, main level ensuite bedroom and covered porch. Room to
build a future swimming pool. 6900 finished square feet on .51 acre.
Move in December 2022! www.2310Stryker.com

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not
guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real
Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 6849 Old Dominion Drive, Suite 400 McLean, VA 22101 | 703.310.6111
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Medicare has changed.
Find out how it can affect you.

Important changes to the federal Medicare program became
effective at the beginning of the year. As a result, retirees in your
state may be eligible for coverage with new options.
Find out if you qualify for Medicare Supplement insurance that can
help limit your out-of-pocket expenses.

For FREE information, call:

1-833-994-0814

A ROYAL VISIT

or visit MedSupBenefit.com/sunva

During the 2007 visit of Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Phillip to Virginia to mark the
400th anniversary of the Jamestown settlement, the queen – accompanied by thenGov. Tim Kaine – pauses to speak with Del. Alfonso Lopez, who is accompanied by his
newborn son Aaron (in stroller). It was one of a number of journeys to Virginia – named
to honor Elizabeth I , the Virginia Queen – that also included 1957 (the Jamestown
350th anniversary), 1976 (U.S. Bicentennial) and 1991 (Arlington National Cemetery).
“The queen’s consistent tenderness for the commonwealth, and Virginians, will never
be forgotten,” current Gov. Glenn Youngkin said upon her death at age 96.

Get the facts that matter to you:
• Critical dates for Medicare eligibility
• Options that can help keep more money in your pocket
• Medicare benefits many retirees may not be aware of
Information will be provided by Physicians Life Insurance Company

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program. I understand I have no obligation. This is
a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. (MD, VA: These policies are available to people under age 65 eligible
for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and costs or other coverage details, please
contact your insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, L035OK, L036OK,
L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, L035TN, L036TN, L037TN; L038TN, F001TN, F002TN; L030VA, L035VA, L036VA, L037VA, L038VA).
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Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60% off
YOUR INSTALLATION

+

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

10% off

Install for Military, Health
Workers and First Responders

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

Warranty- Limited Lifetime.
Transferable to 1 subsequent
owner from original purchaser.
Terms and conditions apply.
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance
of the surface coating beyond
normal wear and tear.

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE ATTRACTIVE
LOOK OF VARIOUS ROOF STYLES
From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an
architectural roofing system by Erie Metal Roofs can
enhance the beauty of your home while protecting
your family and property for a lifetime.

Choose from
3 styles with
multiple color
options:

DIMENSIONAL
SHINGLES

WOODEN
SHAKE

Marymount Sees Growth
in Applications, Enrollment
Defying recent national higher-education trends, Marymount University has
recorded significant increases from last
year in both applications and enrollment
deposits for the 2022-23 academic year,
university officials said.
Leading up to the fall 2022 semester, a
total of 3,551 applications were submitted
from prospective students, a 44-percent
jump compared to applications that the
university received prior to the 2021-22
academic year.
The 2022 figure represents both the
largest total number of applications that
Marymount has received, as well as the
highest year-to-year growth percentage in
applications received over the last 16 years
of recorded admissions data available.
This year’s total of 398 deposits from
new Saints is a 20-percent increase from

SPANISH
TILE

Call today to schedule your

FREE ESTIMATE
1-833-745-0182
Made in
the USA
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New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other
offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and
conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires
December 31, 2022. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted
by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Community Newspaper

since 1935

We’ve got you covered, in the mail weekly and online always!
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last year’s total of 331, which stands as
the highest year-to-year growth percentage in deposits over the last 16 years. The
total deposit number for fall 2022 is also
the highest that Marymount has recorded
since fall 2018.
“At a time when colleges and universities nationally are still striving to fill their
classrooms and recover from the impacts
of COVID, this remarkable growth at
Marymount is a testament to how our
comprehensive and career-focused academic programs are incredibly valuable
and highly sought after by the next generation,” said Marymount president Irma
Becerra.
“When the pandemic struck, it would
have been understandable for an institution to solely focus on just staying afloat
– but we decided to not only survive but
thrive, and we’re seeing the results of our
joint efforts coming into focus,” Becerra
said.
University administrators cited a variety of measures taken over the past year to
explain the growth, including an increase
in outreach, streamlining the application
process and promoting Marymount’s selection as Virginia’s first and thus far only
Hispanic-Serving Institution.
Marymount also credited the launch
of new wrestling programs (men’s in 2022
and women’s in 2023) and the addition of
numerous new academic programs.
“These latest application and enrollment statistics are numbers we should be
proud of, and it’s all thanks to our dedicated faculty, staff and administrators
who have helped make this possible,” said
William Bisset, vice president of enrollment management and student affairs at
the university.

Arlington
C O M M U N I T Y

GUIDE

Whether Arlington’s tree canopy is increasing or declining is a matter of
significant debate in Arlington.

The MedStar Capitals Iceplex, located atop the Ballston Public Parking
Garage, provides practice facilities for the Washington Capitals as well as a
venue for local skaters.

YO U R A - TO - Z G U I D E TO YO U R H O M E TOW N
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KNOW YOUR COMMUNITY

F R O M A TO Z

The Arlington Senior Babe Ruth 14-under all-stars gathered for a team photo after winning a districttournament championship during the 2022 summer baseball season. (Arlington Senior Babe Ruth)
Online retailer Amazon selected the Arlington-Alexandria area for part of its “HQ2” operations, and
although employees are still moving in, the impact already has been significant.

AMAZON: The announcement by online
giant Amazon in November 2018 that
it would locate a portion of its “HQ2” in
the Crystal City/Pentagon City/Potomac
Yard areas was a major economic win
for Northern Virginia, and for Arlington in
particular.
Amazon decided to split its HQ2 facilities
between the local area and New York City,

and when it pulled out of the New York
deal, the firm opted to keep the same plans
for Northern Virginia as it previously had
announced: Bringing as many as 50,000
mostly high-paying jobs and filling up new
and future office buildings.
Although it’s taking time for the Amazon
employees to arrive, and the pandemic has
decidedly changed the way businesses

look at the office environment, the impact
of Amazon already is being felt, both in
the commercial and residential real-estate
sectors.
BABE RUTH LEAGUES: There are two
different Babe Ruth baseball summer
programs in Arlington County.
Arlington’s Babe Ruth is for players ages
12 under. Arlington Senior Babe Ruth is for
players ages 13 to 18.

Over the last couple of decades, both
leagues have remained strong, becoming
among the best in the state, while other
programs have lost players and even
folded.
Arlington Senior Babe Ruth all-star
teams regularly win district- and statetournament championships and advance
to region-tourney play. That occurred at a
couple of different age levels this summer.
Within the last five years, a 15-under
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Move beyond
your expectations.
It can be easy to assume that all real estate agents are the same.
The truth is, we’re different—very different. In a world full of
doing the minimum, I offer the alternative—where marketing and
exposure matters, negotiation, and sales skills matter and where
networks, a calm presence and good sense of humor matter. Being
different isn’t for everyone, but to me, it is everything as I help my
neighbors sell and buy their homes, as if they were my own.
Let’s have a conversation about your real estate plans.
Sheri Grant
Vice President, TTR Sotheby’s International Realty
703.405.1016 | sgrant@ttrsir.com | sherigrantrealestate.com
2300 Clarendon Blvd Suite 200, Arlington VA 22201
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Babe Ruth All-Star team played in a World
Series.
The 12-under Arlington Babe Ruth
program also has all-star teams
that regularly win district and state
championships, including this past summer,
with one advancing to a World Series.
CRANDAL MACKEY: At the dawn of the
20th century, the Rosslyn community
abutting the Potomac shoreline was a far
different place than it is today.
Horse racing? Check. Prostitution?
Check. Gambling? Check. Other assorted
activities of ill-repute? Absolutely. Murder?
Occasionally. (One part of the community
was known as Dead Man’s Hollow, and not
for nothing.)
But the election of a young, ambitious
lawyer as commonwealth’s attorney was
about to change all that.
Crandal Mackey had been elected on
a platform that included cleaning up the
vice den that was Rosslyn, and he had the
backing of many local residents, who were
concerned about the reputation of their
growing community being tarnished by
such a place.
And so, in 1903, Mackey led the
offensive to rid Rosslyn of all its ills. He was
joined by a posse that went from venue
to venue, smashing things along the way
if they had to. Mackey had seen combat
before; he had served as an officer in the
Spanish-American War.
The efforts paid off, as Rosslyn soon
became less scandalous, if perhaps a tad
less fun for those seeking illicit pleasures.
Mackey remains something of an
enigmatic figure to historians; even the
spelling of his name is in dispute – whether
it was “Crandal” or “Crandall.” Most go
with on “l” but on his grave at Arlington
National Cemetery, where he was buried in
1957, it is spelled “Crandall.” Arlington has
commemorating his memory by naming a
park in his honor.
DOGS: Arlington is a haven for dogs; one
county manager used to quip that there
must be a law that residents in certain
neighborhoods had to have a canine in
order to live there.
How many of man’s best friend can be
found in the county? The local government
estimates 50,000, although that could well
be low. (There is a licensing requirement,
although it often is ignored.)
Canine owners benefit from not one, not

Rob Ferguson
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is as local as they
Rob
as
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come.
A lifelong
come. A lifelong
Northern
Northern
Virginian
Virginian with morewith
thanmore
24 years
than 24 years of Arlington real
of Arlington real estate expertise,
estate expertise, Rob knows
Rob
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the neighborhoods
and the
and
the
local market.
local market.
Let Rob show you how his

Let Rob show you how his clients
clients become clients for life.
become clients for life.

Rob Ferguson
GRI&&Associate
Associate
Broker
GRI
Broker
703-926-6139
703-926-6139
www.fergusonrealestateteam.com
www.fergusonrealestateteam.com

Greg Ettleman escorts Stanley to the 2014
Golden Paw Gala, sponsored by the Animal
Welfare League of Arlington and showcasing
the loveArlingotnians have for their canine
companions. (Photo by Deb Kolt)

Dustless Sanding and Finishing • Wood • Carpet • Rugs • Runners • Sheet Vinyl
Luxury Vinyl Plank and Tile • Ceramic • Installation and Material Retail Sales

two but nine dog parks spread across the
community, from Rivercrest in the north to
Shirlington in the south. Open from sunrise
to just past sunset, the parks give the dogs
a chance to stretch their muscles and also
to mix and mingle with both other canines
and with humans.
One question to ponder: Should dogs
be allowed to play in the county’s streams
that abut the parks? It’s an open question
– because the streams receive stormwater
runoff, there are a variety of potential
pitfalls (from litter and glass to bacteria)
that could be problematic.
ESCALATOR AT ROSSLYN METRO
STATION: At 207 feet, the escalator at the
Rosslyn Metro station qualifies as second
longest in the transit system. (For those
keeping score, the length of the Wheaton
station’s elevator is the longest, at 230
feet.)
It takes about three minutes to be
whisked up or down, for those standing
(walkers get there more quickly). The
other option – an elevator – takes just 17
seconds, not counting waiting time. But it’s
never seemed nearly as much fun.
The Rosslyn station opened in July
1977 with service along the Blue Line; a

Opera

Night

6852 Old Dominion Drive,
McLean, VA

theitalianovenmclean@gmail.com
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Monthly
Opera Night!
at 6:30 PM

$150 PER COUPLE + tax,

includes 1 bottle of wine
($50 is donated to the performers)

FEATURING

Enzo Baldanza, a 16 year old
violinist who will entertain you
while you dine,
Darcy Montalvo, soprano,
Frank Conlon, Pianist and
Tenor, Israel Lozano

OPERA MUSIC FROM
MANY DIFFERENT
COUNTRIES!
Your choice of full course dinner!

Come and enjoy our fresh,
authentic Italian food!

Fall into
Winter
Sale!
Up to 10% Off Carpet and LVP/LVT Installations*
Insulate your floors this year with new carpet, or luxury vinyl
planks with attached pads! Save 10% on all carpet and luxury
vinyl installations over 500 square feet!
Just mention this offer to your estimator.
Dominion Floors is proud to be a local Arlington business, serving the
Northern Virginia and DC metropolitan communities for over 50 years.
We prioritize quality, eco-friendly products, and best practice installation.
Schedule a free estimate with us, and see what we have to oﬀer.

PLEASE CALL 703-536-4116

OR email info@dominionfloors.com
for estimates or to set up an after-hours appointment
4755 Langston Blvd (formerly Lee Highway) • Arlington VA 22207
www.DominionFloors.com
Free parking is available in the back lot behind the store.
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year later, it also was incorporated into
the Orange Line and now also services
the Silver Line. Before the pandemic, an
average of about 14,000 passengers a
day entered the Metro system via the
Rosslyn Metro station on a given weekday,
according to Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority data.
FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT: Pop quiz: Name
the only candidate for president who won
the vote in Arlington a record four times?
It was Franklin Roosevelt, who bested
Herbert Hoover in 1932, Alf Landon in 1936,
Wendell Willkie in 1940 and Thomas Dewey
in 1944, not only in Arlington but across the
nation.
(Another pop quiz: Which candidate won

the Arlington vote three times? Believe it or
not, it was Richard Nixon, who garnered the
most county votes in 1960, 1968 and 1972.
But we digress.)
Roosevelt makes the A-to-Z list not
because of his electoral prowess, strong
though it was, but because he was the final
decision-maker in determining the location
of two of the county’s most important
landmarks: Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport and the Pentagon.
It was in 1938 that FDR used a press
conference to announce the location of
the new airport, which would replace
two dilapidated fields. Two years later, he
laid the cornerstone, and in June 1941,
presided over the opening of the facility.
That same year, 1941, Roosevelt

JOIN LBA FOR

PLAN LANGSTON BLVD

Walking
Tours + Info
SEPT 18

2 PM

Langston-Brown Community Center
Information Tent from 1 - 4pm

OCT 1

10 AM

Dorothy Hamm Middle School
Information Tent from 9am - 12pm

OCT 16

2 PM

Lyon Village Shopping Center
Information Tent from 1 - 4pm

www.langstonblvdalliance.com
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mediated a dispute among military
men over where the War Department
headquarters should be built. When word
came that several Arlington locations were
in the mix, county leaders went ballistic,
some in Congress were furious and some
of the nation’s top generals was infuriated
that Roosevelt appeared to prefer a site
south of what until then had been the top
contender, a location near Memorial Bridge.
But FDR had the final say.

Members of Arlington Lodge #58 of Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Masons participated on
Nov. 4, 2017, in a wreath-laying ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery.

GUARDS AT TOMB OF THE UNKNOWNS:
One of the most impressive sites in
Arlington is the guarding of the Tomb of
the Unknowns (or Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier), which occurs around the clock, in
all weather, at Arlington National Cemetery.
The first burial of an unknown service
member on the site came in November
1921, when the body of a soldier killed in
fighting during World War I was interred
following a solemn procession led by
President Harding. Unknowns of World War
II and the Korean War were interred in the
1950s at a ceremony presided over by
President Eisenhower, and the unknown
service member of Vietnam was interred
in 1984 during a ceremony overseen by
President Reagan.
(DNA technology enabled the military in
the 1990s to determine the identity of the
Vietnam service member – Air Force 1st
Lt. Michael Blassie, shot down and killed in
1972 – and his remains were removed for
separate burial.)
At its origin, the tomb was not guarded
around the clock, but it has been
continuously since April 6, 1948. Specially
selected sentinels from the 3rd U.S. Infantry
(Old Guard) march 21 steps, execute two
90-degree turns and march back 21 steps.
Changing of the guard occurs each 30 or
60 minutes, depending on the time of year.
HIGHEST POINT IN ARLINGTON:
Arlington’s highest point may not be Rocky
Mountain-esque – it rises just 459 feet –
but it does have its share of history.
Minor Hill (alternately known as Minor’s
Hill and Minors’ Hill) occupies strategic
ground at the western edge of the county.
It was important to Native Americans in the
pre-colonial era, and was one spot where
President Madison fled as the British were
burning Washington in 1814.
During the Civil War, the site’s strategic
location saw it being fought over and
occupied at various times by both sides.
Federal troops established a watchtower
and had a telegraph line installed so they
could communicate with troops at Chain
Bridge.

2022
COMMUNITY GUIDE
sungazette.news

For much of the ensuing 75 years, the
parcel (which took its name from one-time
owner George Minor) remained largely
undeveloped, but today it is home to a large
number of bucolic residential properties.
There also is a community park and a
county reservoir.
ICEPLEX: The practice facility for the
Washington Capitals is the MedStar
Capitals Iceplex in Ballston.
In addition, the 20,000-square-foot
venue has much more to offer. Youth and
high-school teams in Arlington also practice
and play matches in the arena, which has
the highest ice rink above street level in the
U.S., being located on the eighth floor atop
the parking garage adjoining the Ballston
Quarter.
The rink has office space, locker rooms,
a full-service pro shop, a Capitals team
store, a snack bar, and space for special
events. There also are daily public skate
times.
JOHN GLENN: Back in 1962, when John
Glenn was about to become the most
famous man in the nation, he and his family
called Arlington home. Glenn, a Marine, had
been selected to become the first American
in space orbit via the Friendship 7 mission.
Glenn, his wife Annie and their
family had resided since 1958 close to
Williamsburg Middle School on North
Harrison Street. By early 1962, as the space
shot drew closer, the media began camping
out in the vicinity.
With her husband in Florida awaiting
his rendezvous with destiny, Mrs. Glenn
restricted access to their home; even Vice
President Johnson couldn’t get in.
A number of times, the planned launch
date was delayed. But eventually, Glenn
rocketed toward the heavens, and the U.S.
was in the space race.
The Glenn home, set on a large-forArlington lot of more than 17,000 square
feet, served as the Glenn residence
until 1966, but alas has fallen victim to
redevelopment.
In 1998, John Glenn again rocketed
toward the heavens, becoming the oldest
person to do so (at age 77) when he served
as a payload specialist aboard the Space
Shuttle Discovery.
KENNEDY NOT THE ONLY FAMOUS
PERSON BURIED AT ARLINGTON
NATIONAL CEMETERY: While President
John F. Kennedy may be the most famous
person interred at Arlington National
Cemetery, there are many of others – from
all walks of life – whose final resting place
can be found there.
Nearly all share something in common:
Service in the U.S. military that qualified
them for burial in the nation’s most notable
military cemetery.
Among those who served in the military
but found fame elsewhere are actors
(like Lee Marvin and Jackie Cooper),
athletes (such as boxer Joe Louis), authors
(like Dashiell Hammett), newsmen (like
Frank Reynolds of ABC), astronauts,
cardiovascular surgeon Michael DeBakey
and civil-rights figure Medgar Evers,
Also buried on the site is James Parks
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

(1843-1929), who was born into slavery
on the Lee-Custis Plantation and, after
emancipation, continued to serve there
as a caretaker after its conversion as a
cemetery. Upon his death, he was accorded
burial at the cemetery by special order of
the U.S. Secretary of War, becoming the
only person buried on the grounds who also
was born there.
And in addition to President Kennedy,
there are others of his family buried there,
including his wife Jacqueline and their
two children who died in infancy; U.S. Sen.
Robert Kennedy (D-N.Y.); and U.S. Sen.
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.)
And, since it always comes up as a trivia
question, there is a second U.S. president
buried at the cemetery. It is William Howard
Taft, the only person to serve both as
president and as chief justice.
LUBBER RUN COMMUNITY CENTER:
The opening in 2021 of the Lubber Run
Community Center marked the end of a
lengthy gestation period and the beginning
of a new era for Arlington park facilities.
Located on the site of a facility that had
served the community for a half-century,
the new community center provides
facilities for all ages, with a preschool,
fitness center, gymnasium, wellness studio,
indoor track and multi-purpose rooms for
government and community use. There also
is office space for Department of Parks and
Recreation personnel.
First conceived in the county
government’s fiscal 2015-24 capitalimprovement plan as a $28 million project,
the facility’s costs grew as amenities
were added. At the end of the day, the
total cost was close to $50 million, most
of it approved by voters in a 2016 bond
referendum.
The community center was ready for
use in early 2021, but the public debut
was delayed for six months both for
budgetary reasons and to allow the county
government to use the space as a COVIDvaccination center.

Overlee Flying Fish team members cheer from
poolside during a Northern Virginia Swimming
League meet in the 2022 summer season.
(Photo by Deb Kolt)

NORTHERN VIRGINIA SWIMMING
LEAGUE: The 66-year-old Northern Virginia
Swimming League is one of the area’s most
popular and biggest summertime sports
programs, with catchy team nicknames like
the Flying Fish, Neptunes, Hammerheads,
Tiger Sharks and Thunderbolts.
There are 102 swimming teams divided
into 17 different six-team divisions during
the league’s five-week regular season,
which is capped by a day-long individual
all-star meet.
Many teams have an excess of 100
swimmers, with some of the top-division

squads having 200-plus participants.
Included in the organization is a smaller
summertime diving league, with 48 teams
spread into eight divisions. Some teams
have more than 100 divers, while others
have a few more than a dozen.
The diving league also has a seasonending all-star meet.
The Website for both leagues is www.
mynvsl.com.

WHAT OTHERS
ARE SAYING!
About Carol
“I also want to thank you; working
with us, helping us reach a decision,
ﬁnding the perfect buyer and completing
the sale. We would not have been able to

A view of Washington-Hoover Airport in the mid1930s, as an Eastern Air Lines DC-2 is refueled.
(National Air & Space Museum)

ORIGINAL AIRPORTS: What is now
known as Washington National Airport has
seemingly been around forever, but in fact
it can trace its roots back only to 1941.
Before then, the Washington region
was served by two private airports – both,
interestingly enough, located in Arlington.
Hoover Field opened its doors (and
runway) in 1926 on a site that is close to
where, 15 years later, the Pentagon would
rise. Because its runway was bisected by
an active street (Military Road), guards
were posted to stop automobile traffic
during landings and takeoffs.
In 1927, Washington Airport was founded
next door. While Hoover Field had traffic
in its way, Washington Airport faced other
issues, including a nearby smokestack and
a local dump.
In 1930, the owners of the two airports
agreed to a merger, taking the name
Washington-Hoover Airport. For a decade,
everyone complained about the untenable
situation but nobody did anything but issue
studies.
In part, the problem was due to a
prohibition on the U.S. government getting
into the airport business. When Congress
dropped that prohibition in 1938, plans
moved forward for construction of National
Airport. President Franklin Roosevelt
bended the rules and used $15 million of
money planned for other uses to get the
construction going, then faced down a testy
Congress mad that its authority had been
usurped.
National Airport opened in June 1941,
leading within a few months to the closure
of Washington-Hoover Airport. Groundbreaking for the Pentagon took place in
November 1941.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Through the years,
some vocal local activists have turned
public-comment periods at the Arlington
County Board into their own personal
soapboxes. John Antonelli, Jack Marx, Tim
Wise, Robert Molleur and Robert Atkins
were among those whose used a certain
degree of panache and flair to turn the
comment period into must-see TV, at least
for those up and tuned in on Saturday
mornings.
But you don’t have to be a showman

get through all the challenges without your
guidance and your perseverance.
Thank you very much.” _ Bob Behrooz

2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022

Nobody knows Arlington like Carol
www.ArlingtonHouses.com
Carol@ArlingtonHouses.com
703-568-1100
Life Member, NVAR Million Dollar Club, NVAR Top Producers Club

703-524-2100

Afﬁliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell
Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned by a subsidiary
of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair
Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

YOU R T I M E I S
BETTER SPENT

together

Life shouldn’t revolve around errands, pharmacy pick-ups,
and chores. When you become a caregiver to a parent or
loved one, your relationship changes. You want to visit with
mom or dad, but you end up working instead.
At Chesterbrook, spend your quality time focused on what
matters most—each other. We’ll take care of the rest.
Call 703-531-0781 today to schedule a complimentary
lunch or dinner for two and learn more.
703-531-0781

A Caring Assisted Living Community

chesterbrookres.org
2030 Westmoreland Street
Falls Church, VA

Coordinated Services Management, Inc.—Professional Management of Retirement Communities since 1981.
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to speak to elected officials. The County
Board holds a public-comment period at its
meetings, generally starting at 8:30 a.m.
on Saturdays. But under a rules change
enacted to some controversy this year, you
have to sign up by 8:15 a.m. in order to be
heard.
The School Board, too, provides publiccomment periods at its meetings. The
public gets its say at approximately 7 p.m.;
most (but not all) meetings are held on
Thursdays.
There are some differences in
procedures among the two bodies: County
Board members do not limit the number
of speakers, while the School Board puts
a cap of 30 minutes for the total speaker
time. County Board members generally
respond to issues raised; School Board
members usually do not.
QUINCY PARK: Located adjacent to
Central Library and across the street from
Washington-Liberty High School, Quincy
Park is a hub in Arlington County, because
the 12-acre North Quincy Street venue has
so much to offer.
There is a baseball field that’s the home
diamond for the W-L teams, along with a
softball field. There are tennis courts, an
outside basketball and a sand volleyball
court. The park includes a gated playground
area, which includes a picnic area inside.
There is a mini-rock-climbing-wall, tire
swing, jungle gym, merry-go-round,
bandstand – and there’s a hammock, too.
The park’s gravel parking lot,
occasionally cursed by drivers, includes
recycling facilities for county residents.

Registration Now Open
Title Sponsor
Title Sponsor

The Rixey Mansion currently serves as the
office of the president of Marymount University.
(Marymount photo)

Pickleball Mixer & Happy Hour
Thursday, October 6, 2022
4:00PM-7:00PM
(Rain or Shine)
Fundraising Ticket: $40

Supporting Seniors In Our Community

The Lake House

11450 Baron Cameron Ave
Reston, VA 20190
(paddles provided)

With Generous Support From:

www.scnova.org

703-281-0538

Tickets available on-line at https://scnova.org/event/pickleballmixer-happy-hour/ or call the office at 703-281-0538.
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RIXEY MANSION: It has been the home to
a noted physician and, for nearly 70 years,
the centerpiece of Marymount University’s
campus. And, if lore is to be believed, it was
used as a house of ill repute for a time, as
well.
It’s the Rixey Mansion, which stands on
North Glebe Road at Marymount’s main
campus. And when the first freshmen at
Marymount Junior Women’s College – 13
of them – arrived to begin classes in 1950,
they and their teachers from the Religious
of the Sacred Heart of Mary could all be
accommodated in the building.
The religious order of nuns had
purchased the home and grounds on North
Glebe Road in 1948 in preparation for
opening their new school. It became known
as the “Main House,” and while Marymount
grew up around it, the white Georgian
structure remains something of the heart of
campus.
According to the university’s history, the
mansion house was constructed in 191920 for Dr. Presley Rixey, a retired U.S. Navy
rear admiral who had served as personal
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physician to Presidents McKinley and
Theodore Roosevelt. After Dr. Rixey’s death
in 1928, the estate was sold to one Mrs.
Ida K. Polen, who used it as what historians
diplomatically call a “tea house.” The
office of Marymount University’s president
occupies what had once been one of the
bedrooms of the ladies who may, or may
not, have been plying a certain profession
there. (That killjoy Crandal Mackey, noted
earlier, would not have approved.)
In 1937, the mansion was pressed into
action as the restaurant for Washington Golf
& Country Club, after a fire destroyed the
neighboring clubhouse.
SISTER CITIES: The international Sister
City program was established in the
aftermath of World War II, and in the
1950s was embraced by the Eisenhower
administration in order to promote peopleto-people interactions across borders.
But the concept goes back much further:
cities in present-day Germany and France
became “twins” almost 1,200 years ago.
Arlington was a late bloomer when it
came to the effort, but these days has five
Sister City relationships: Coyoacán, Mexico;
Aachen, Germany; Reims, France; San
Miguel, El Salvador; and Ivano-Frankivsk,
Ukraine. (COVID has caused several of the
programs to “pause,” although a comeback
seems to be in the works.)
Overseen locally by a non-profit
organization, Arlington’s Sister City
relationships include frequent visits
by government officials, sports teams,
students, artists and others. Arlington is one
of more than 2,000 communities in more
than 130 countries that have partnerships
coordinated by Sister Cities International.
TREES: Anyone taking off or landing at
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport
knows that Arlington has its fair share of
trees for a semi-urban environment.
In fact, a 2016 survey concluded that
there were approximately 755,400 trees
within the county’s borders, or about 50 per
acre.
But what of the future? That has become
a contentious issue in Arlington, with a
group called the Arlington Tree Action
Group advocating to preserve and expand
the tree canopy, rather than see it lost to
redevelopment of both public and private
land.
The battle can be intense; there have
been times when the expected loss of
even a single tree has caused widespread
acrimony in the community.
Flowering dogwood, white oak and red
maple are among the most common types
of trees found in the county, according to
the survey.
The 2016 survey also concluded that
Arlington’s trees help to reduce surface
runoff by about 10.7 million cubic feet per
year. Their shading capacity helps to reduce
total energy consumption by about $1
million a year in the county.
UNION ARMY OCCUPATION: The Civil
War was over almost before it began
for residents of Arlington (then known
as Alexandria County and, at the time,
connected politically to the city of
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Alexandria to the south).
It was on May 24, 1861 – not long
after Virginians voted to secede from the
Union – that federal troops occupied the
community.
“Thousands of U.S. Army troops
marched across the Potomac River to form
a defensive perimeter around Washington,
D.C.,” according to the National Park
Service. “Units commanded by Maj. Gen.
Charles W. Sandford occupied the Arlington
Heights, and troops set to work fortifying
the area around the vacated mansion home
of Robert E. Lee and his family.”
One of the impacts of the occupation
was a denuding of the tree canopy, as
wood was used for building forts, providing
heat and because the Union Army feared
trees would provide cover for Confederate
forces and renegades. As a result, much of
Arlington’s current treescape is less than
150 years old.
VOTER REGISTRATION: There’s still time
to get registered for the 2022 election
(assuming you’re reading this close to
publication date).
Voters in Arlington will go to the polls
Nov. 8 to cast ballots one County Board
member, one School Board member
and the 8th District U.S. House of
Representatives. There also are six local
bond referendums on the ballots.
Prospective voters have until Oct. 17
to register to vote or update their voter
information. Virginia does not register
voters by political party.
For information, see the Website at
https://vote.arlingtonva.us.

For information on the Arlington
County Democratic Committee, see the
Website at www.arlingtondemocrats.org.
For information on the Arlington County
Republican Committee, see the Website at
www.arlingtongop.org. For information on
the Arlington County Green Party, see the
Web site at www.greensofarlington.org.
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PLANT:
What happens after you flush? If you’re in
Arlington, it’s going to involve the county
government’s Water Pollution Control Plant.
Located on South Glebe Road on the
way to U.S. Route 1, the facility treats more
than 20 million gallons of wastewater on
an average day, not just from Arlington but
also from some adjacent areas.
Efforts to bring the facility to top-notch
status began in 2001 with development
of a modern master plan. The goal was
to reduce “bypasses” (the discharge of
partially treated wastewater during highuse periods) and to limit the release of
harmful materials such as nitrogen and
phosphorous. More than $560 million was
spent on a massive overhaul of the plant.
Want to see how it all works? The
government offers free tours for adults and
children (10 and older) that run about two
hours.
X-RATED SHOESHINES: We’ve never
been quite able to figure this one out, but
apparently, for a period in the mid-20th
century, there was a thriving trade in
“topless shoeshines” in venues along the
Columbia Pike corridor.

What if real estate investing
was as easy as buying
mutual funds?
We empower investors to grow their wealth
outside of the stock market by curating
private market alternatives like real estate,
private credit and private equity — all on
one easy to use platform.
Scan the code to
get started today

Diversify beyond the stock market  Accessible minimums
Curated & vetted by professionals  Strong returns
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Anniversary SALE
ALL

*Sale Ends October 31, 2022

Golden Tech Pride Lift Recliners

$200 OFF

ALL

Power Chairs & Scooters

$200 OFF

www.MobilityCity.com • Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm
5586 General Washington Drive • Alexandria, VA 22312
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The amazing Internet is not a lot of help
in searching the details, but one thing is
known: Eliminating the risqué service was
one of the early efforts of the Woman’s Club
of Arlington, which was founded in 1931.
The club’s early initiatives included
things like convincing the county
government to provide trash service. The
group also established and staffed its own
library, which eventually was incorporated
into the county system. But club members
also went on the offensive against the
topless shoe-shine establishment, notes
Sandy Newton, who has served as
president of the club.

We welcome residents into warm home
settings, care for them with respect and
devotion, and ensure their days are filled
with hope, purpose and joy.

nto warm home
to Schedule
Tour:449-6029
(571) 449-6029
with respect andCall Us
Schedule
a Tour:a(571)
eir days are filled
www.paragonassistedliving.com
se and joy.

We welcome residentsWeinto
warm home
welcome
residents into warm home

our:449-6029
(571) 449-6029
71)
settings, care for them
with respect
and
settings,
care for
them with respect and
tedliving.com
devotion, and ensure their days are filled

devotion, and ensure their days are filledAn established, premier home care
with hope, purpose and
withjoy.
hope, purpose and joy.

provider awarded “Best of Home Care”
The Arlington government provides bags for
me
for
the
highest
customer
satisfaction
collection
of yard waste
throughout the year.
for the highest customer
satisfaction
www.paragonassistedliving.com
www.paragonassistedliving.com
and
ratings based on a blind survey
ratings based
on a blind survey
YARD WASTE: Autumn brings leaves, and
of clients.
that
means the Arlington government will
lled
of clients.
An established, premierAnhome
care premier
sessment Today:
established,
home care
An established, premier home care

Call
Us
toawarded
Schedule
a(571)
(571)
449-6029
Schedule
a Tour:
449-6029
Call
Us
to
Schedule
Tour:449-6029
(571) 449-6029
Schedule
a Tour:a(571)
provider
“Best
ofTour:
Home
Care”

Today: (703) 942-8950Call
| www.paragonhomecare.com
-8950
Us for a Free

9-6029

com

spring (er, fall) into yard-waste collection.
Assessment
Today:
provider awarded “Best
of Homeawarded
Care” “BestWhile
provider
of Home
Care”
the government
offers year-round
Call Us for a Free Assessment
Today:
(703)
942-8950
|
www.paragonhomecare.com
for
the
highest
customer
satisfaction
for the highest customer
satisfaction
(703) 942-8950
yard-waste
services to properties it serves
trash collection, things ramp up in
ratings based on a blind
surveybased on athrough
ratings
blind survey
the
fall.
Free
biodegradable paper bags for
of clients.
of clients.

Call Us for a Free Assessment
Call Us for aToday:
Free Assessment Today:

yard waste can be found at a number of

county-government locations (see https://
Call Us for a Free Assessment
(703)
942-8950
|Today:
www.paragonhomecare.com
Us Today:
for a Free
Assessment
(703) 942-8950 | www.paragonhomecare.com
(703)Call
942-8950
(703)
942-8950
recycling.arlingtonva.us for full details).

An established, premier home care
provider awarded “Best of Home Care”
for the highest customer satisfaction
ratings based on a blind survey
of clients.

day:

42-8950 | www.paragonhomecare.com

20

September 15, 2022

2022
COMMUNITY GUIDE
sungazette.news

The government also offers free brush
pickups for larger limbs or tree trunks in
certain situations.
Fall leaf-collection using vacuum trucks
throughout neighborhoods will take place
from early November to late December,
with two passes in each civic association.
County officials say they collect about
50,000 cubic yards of leaves each year.
ZONING: The biggest Arlington political hotpotato of 2022, in fact probably the biggest
flashpoint since the Columbia Pike streetcar
of a decade ago, is currently playing out.
Arlington government officials seem
ready to move forward with “Missing
Middle,” a revamp to zoning regulations
that will effectively eliminate single-family
zoning throughout the county.
The details continue to be worked out,
but it’s clear that a majority of the County
Board wants to move forward, pushed on
by housing advocates and others who see
the measure as a way to increase housing
stock and, in theory, bring down the cost of
new construction.
Critics are dubious, contending that
housing prices are unlikely to end up being
more affordable and pointing to a host
of side effects, including the impact on
schools, transportation, wastewater and
more.
Other jurisdictions across Northern
Virginia are keeping an eye on the process,
particularly pushback from residents
that has only grown in recent months in
Arlington (but may not have an impact on
the largely politically insulated Democratic
County Board members). •

Local Jehovah’s Witnesses Back After COVID-Era Break

Jehovah’s Witnesses resumed their
trademark door-to-door ministry beginning Sept. 1, when a two-and-a-half-year
suspension of the work ended just in time
for the launch of a global campaign featuring an interactive program for Bible
study.
The decision to resume their door-todoor ministry marks the complete restoration of all pre-pandemic in-person activities for the nearly 1.3 million Jehovah’s
Witnesses in about 13,000 congregations
in the U.S. Houses of worship (called
Kingdom Halls) were reopened on April
1, witnessing in public places resumed on
May 31 and in-person conventions are
again being planned for 2023.
“I’ve missed in-person communication
and being able to physically share a scripture,” said Vienna resident Garnet Kurtz,
who will be heading out to the neighborhood in the coming weeks. “In-person
ministry allows for a free flow of conversation; this helps a person learn from their
own copy of the Bible.”
The suspension of the public ministry
was a proactive response by the organization to keep communities and congregants
safe. The move was also unprecedented.

Jehovah’s Witnesses had been preaching
from house to house without interruption for more than 100 years through an
economic depression, two world wars and
global unrest, but COVID-19 demanded
a different response.
“We believe that the early decision
to shut down all in-person activities for
more than two years has saved many
lives,” said Robert Hendriks, U.S. spokesperson for Jehovah’s Witnesses. “We’re
now ready and eager to reconnect with
our neighbors once again – person-toperson, face-to-face. It’s not the only way
that we preach, but it has historically been
the most effective way to deliver our message of comfort and hope.”
The return to an in-person ministry
coincides with a global campaign to offer
an interactive Bible-study program, available in hundreds of languages and offered
at no cost. The course comes in the form
of a printed book, an online publication
or as an embedded feature within the organization’s free mobile app, JW Library.
Released in late 2020, the interactive
study platform combines text, video, illustrations and digital worksheets to help
learners of all ages.

Photo from 2020 by Barry Harley shows Jehovah’s Witnesses connecting with a local resident.
In-person visits have re-started after two years of being shut down due to COVID.

“This study program is designed to
match the learning style of the 21st-century student,” said Hendriks. “We’re excited
to begin sharing it with our neighbors as

we return to making personal visits.”
•••
For more information, see the Website
at jw.org.

Why you need dental insurance in retirement.
Medicare doesn’t pay for dental care.1

As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover
everything. If you want protection, you need to purchase
individual insurance.

Early detection can prevent small
problems from becoming expensive ones.
The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive
care. Experts recommend checkups twice a year.

Previous dental work can wear out.
Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.2

Treatment is expensive — especially the
services people over 50 often need.
Unexpected bills, like $189 for a filling, or $1,219 for a crown3
can be a real burden, especially if you’re on a fixed income.

When you’re
comparing plans ...
 Look for coverage that
helps pay for major services.
 Look for coverage
with no deductibles.
 Shop for coverage
with no annual maximum
on cash benefits.

Simply put — without
dental insurance, there
may be an important
gap in your healthcare
coverage.

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2021. 2 “How might my oral and dental health change as I age?”,
www. usnews.com, 11/30/2018. 3 American Dental Association, Health Policy Institute, 2018 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyright 2018,
American Dental Association.
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School Enrollment Still Below Pre-COVID Level
Continued from Page 1

ing to more than 30,000 students before
it began to level off, but even before the
pandemic sent some parents taking their
students to private/parochial schools,
home-schooling or other communities,
that growth projection already was being
scaled back.
What may further upend projections is
the likely implementation of the county
government’s “Missing Middle” zoning
changes, which if enacted will open up
with swaths of the county to more intense
development – perhaps as many as eight
houses on lots currently limited to one.
County staff have downplayed the
potential impact of upzoning on student enrollment and its related impact
(at roughly $20,000 per student) on the
school system’s budget and homeowners’
resulting tax bills.
Teacher Ranks Almost Fully Staffed:
Unless schools have moved to the “closeenough” theory of mathematics, the Arlington school system opened the school
year just short of its goal of 100-percent
teacher staffing.

A total of 47 teacher vacancies – 35
full-time, 12 part-time – existed as of a
Sept. 8 report to School Board members
by Superintendent Francisco Durán.
That’s 99-percent staffing, but not the
hoped-for 100 percent.
“No classroom should be empty,”
Durán said, noting that substitute teachers were filling the gaps.
A number of last-minute departures of
teachers impacted the opening of school,
and “we have some very hard-to-fill positions” among those that remain vacant,
the superintendent said.
Overall, the opening of school in late
August went relatively smoothly but,
as always, “there are still some issues,”
Durán told School Board members.
APS Upbeat on Transportation, But
Acknowledges Issues: Acknowledging
that some challenges remain, Arlington’s
superintendent of schools reported what
he considered “marked improvements” in
school-transportation matters at the start
of this school year.
Just over 16,000 students are slated
to be served by 158 school-bus routes
for the new school year, Superintendent

The Sun Gazette welcomes your submission of letters on topics of local
interest. Send us your letters via regular mail, e-mail or our online-response system at https://sungazette.news and we’ll do the rest to spread the
word across the entire community. Don’t rant and rave anonymous on
online sites; have your views be heard by all those across the region.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

Superintendent Francisco Durán

Francisco Durán reported to School
Board members on Sept. 8. And while
there were some driver vacancies and no
substitutes to pick up the slack, the startof-school performance seemed almost
tranquil compared to several recent years,
where chaos (controlled or uncontrolled)
seemed to reign.
Durán said recruitment of bus drivers
continues but noted that “it takes quite a
while to become [certified as] a driver,” so
there may be some teething pains continuing as the school year gets ramped up.
The school system this year has inaugurated a new mobile app that allows par-

County
Continued from Page 2
property at 4582 26th St. North be carved
out and handed over to be incorporated
into the park.
(While the county government will not
pay Terborgh’s heirs anything to acquire
the land, nothing is ever really “free”
– the county government expects to spend
about $3,000 to cover closing costs required to consummate the transaction.)
Terborgh’s bequest includes a restric-
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Virginia Realtors members responded to
the survey, including 557 who had participated in a home-sales transaction in the
prior 30 days.
The survey’s Buyer Activity Index for
the month was 39, which is down from 43
in July, the lowest level since data began
being tracked in mid-2021. Only 13 percent of respondents rated the level of buyer activity in their local markets as “high”
or “very high” while about 36 percent said
it was “low” or “very low.”
Confidence in future homebuyer activity grew for the third consecutive month
but is still relatively low. This index gauges how Realtors think the market will be
performing in three months’ time.
The index increased to 42,up from 41
in July, but it’s still just half the level from
January’s high of 83. Only 12 percent of
respondents indicated that they thought
buyer activity would be strong three
months from now in their local markets.

sungazette.news

ents to track where buses are, and also has
worked with the Arlington Transit (ART)
bus network in an effort to develop further options for students.
New 24/7 Tutoring Service Available
to Students: The start of a new school
year has brought a new tool for Arlington
secondary-school students in need of academic assistance.
And they can receive it at any time of
the day or night.
The county school system has contracted with a firm called Paper to provide
24/7 online support, in English and Spanish, to students.
Tutors will provide assistance in a variety of subject areas, and offer feedback
on essays or other writing required of students.
The new service is “really a great opportunity for any student or family member who might need access at any time,”
Superintendent Francisco Durán said.
While on-demand service is limited to
English and Spanish, students wishing
to use other languages can request it and
then access it at a mutually convenient
time.

tive covenant that the land remain in its
natural, undeveloped state, but does allow
the county government to remove invasive
species and to install a park bench or sign
on the property.
A second part of the Terborgh parcel
is being donated to the Northern Virginia
Conservation Trust.
The property at 5482 26th St. North
has been in the Terborgh family for generations. The 1.5-acre parcel and its improvements were assessed at $12,520 in
1957, a figure that grew to $2.21 million
in the January 2022 reassessment, according to county-government data.
The average number of buyer offers per
home declined, according to respondents.
Recent transactions received an average
of 1.7 offers in August, slightly down
from 1.8 offers on average in July. During
August, about 42 percent of respondents
stated that offers came in above listing
price, which is a decline from the previous month but still a sign that the market,
while cooling, is hardly collapsing.
Around 28 percent of buyers in August were first-timers, according to survey
respondents, a tick lower than the preceding month.
Sellers, too, are seemingly backing
away from the market. In August, the
Seller Activity Index was 29, a fall from
33 in July. About 7 percent of respondents
reported that seller activity was “high to
very high” in their local market while 49
percent reported that seller activity was
“low to very low,” up from 42 percent a
month before.
Only 9 percent of Virginia Realtors reported that they think seller activity will
be strong in three months, remaining unchanged from last month.
•••

Police Beat
ARREST MADE IN SPRINGTIME
AGGRAVATED MALICIOUS WOUNDING:

• Arlington County police have arrested a Maryland man in connection with a
springtime malicious-wounding incident.
On May 15, a woman was driving in
the area of Wilson Boulevard at North
Vermont Street when she observed a black
SUV swerving and traveling at a high rate
of speed, police said. The bystander reported seeing an individual pushed from
the SUV into the roadway.
Responding officers located the victim
in the roadway, and medics transported
her to a local hospital with injuries reported as serious.
According to police, investigation
revealed that the victim earlier that day
had requested a rideshare service from
the District of Columbia to her home in
Arlington. According to police, while the
victim was waiting for the vehicle, the suspect (who was not a ride-share operator)
approached her and had her enter his vehicle before driving away.
Investigation led Arlington officers to
the suspect – 59-year-old Willie James
Clements of Upper Marlboro – was taken
into custody without incident on Sept. 2.
Clements was charged with aggravated
malicious wounding, grand larceny and
hit-and-run, and was held without bond.
ROBBERY:

• On Sept. 6 at 6:30 p.m., officers responded to a store in the 900 block of
Army Navy Drive after a loss-prevention
officer attempted to stop an individual
who had concealed merchandise in bags
and attempted to leave without paying,
Arlington police said.
The suspect pushed the loss-prevention officer and fled on foot, police said.
The suspect is described as a white
male, 5’10” to 6 feet tall, with mediumlength brown hair and a light-brown
beard.
• On Sept. 8 at 4:38 a.m., an employee
was in the lobby of a business in the 3300
block of Langston Boulevard when an
individual entered, approached the counter, brandished a firearm and demanded
money, Arlington police said.
The suspect received cash before fleeing the scene. No injuries were reported.
The suspect is described as a black
male, 20 to 30 years old, with a thin build.
He was wearing a black facemask.
ASSAULT-AND-BATTERY:

• On Sept. 8 at 8:42 a.m., a woman was
standing outside a business in the 2000
block of Clarendon Boulevard when another woman walked by, made threatening statements, brandished a knife and
held it against her before fleeing on foot,
Arlington police said.
During investigation, officers identified a suspect and took her into custody
at her residence.
The suspect – 33-year-old Helen
Mengesha of Arlington – was arrested,
charged with assault-and-battery and abduction, and was held without bond.
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• On Sept. 5 at 3:53 a.m., Arlington
police were dispatched to Virginia Hospital Center for report of a victim suffering
from injuries related to an assault.
Police said an individual, who had
been involved in an ongoing dispute with
the victim, approached the victim inside
an establishment. A struggle ensued, during which the suspect allegedly assaulted
the man and stole his phone, police said.
Bystanders separated the individuals
and retrieved the phone, which was returned to the victim, police said.
Police said the victim, who sustained
injuries described as serious but non-lifethreatening, was unsure whether to prosecute.
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the heat
out and the
cool in.

Call by November 30
for your FREE consultation.

BRANDISHING:

• On Sept. 2 at 8:43 p.m., a man entered
a business in the 2600 block of Columbia
Pike, approached the counter, removed a
firearm and magazine from his waistband
and loaded it before departing the scene
on foot, Arlington police said.
The suspect did not make any threats
or demands, police said. No injuries were
reported, and nothing was taken.
Responding officers canvassed the area
but did not find the suspect, who was described as a black male, 5’10” to 6 feet
tall, 215 to 230 pounds.
INDECENT EXPOSURE:

866-904-3743

DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 11/30/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door
40% off, and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 7/1/2022 and 11/30/2022. 40% off
windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all
interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured,
federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase
of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available
upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation.
© 2022 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA12848
*Using U.S. and imported parts.
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• On Sept. 4 at 9:10 a.m., a woman in
the 1900 block of North Rhodes Street
reported looking outside her window and
observing a man allegedly masturbating
in the woods.
Officers canvassed the vicinity but did
not locate a suspect. No description was
provided.
• On Sept. 8 at 10:32 a.m., an individual in the 1600 block of Wilson Boulevard
observed a man seated on a bench, masturbating, Arlington police said.
Responding officers conducted a
search but did not find the suspect, who
was described as a black male, 6 feet fall,
with a skinny build.

Your kitchen
wishes
granted. 50% OFF

MISSILE INTO OCCUPIED DWELLING:

INSTALL!

• On Sept. 3 at 12:45 a.m., an individual inside a home in the 700 block of
South Florida Street heard a loud noise
and, upon investigation, determined that
a rock had been thrown through a window, Arlington police said.
The victim saw a male running from
the area. He is described as 13 to 20 years
old, 5’5” to 5’7”.

12
M O NT H

NO
INTEREST
NO
PAYMENTS

LARCENY FROM AUTO:

*On Approved Credit*

• Sometime between Sept. 4 at 11:30
p.m. and Sept. 5 at 6:41 a.m., an individual or individuals smashed the driver’sside windows of three vehicles and stole
airbags in the vicinity of the 900 block of
South Rolfe Street.
All the vehicles involved were Hondas,
police said.

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation

(844) 930-3926

Custom storage solutions for your
new or existing cabinets makes
space for everything, so you can
spend your time making memories.

– Staff Reports
sungazette.news

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. EXP. 12/31/22.
Independently owned and operated franchise. © 2022 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.
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Sports

More on the Web
n High-school roundup.
n Youth sports results.

For more sports, visit:

https://sungazette.news/arlington/sports

Patriots
Win Big
At Home

Teeing Off

Long Delay-Filled Football
Games Are a New Normal
For those who haven’t yet witnessed early-season high-school football games recently, if doing so be prepared for long contests with constant
stoppage of play, no flow of the game
and regular interruptions.

Yorktown Downs
Region Champion

Dave Facinoli

DAVE FACINOLI
Staff Writer

Expectations were low but the final
results brought the highest type of finish
for the host Yorktown Patriots.
Taking advantage of four turnovers,
Yorktown defeated the defending 6D
Region
FOOTBALL North
champion Madison Warhawks, 14-11, in non-district
high-school football action Sept. 9 to
improve to 2-1. Madison fell to 0-3.
Yorktown didn’t enter the game with
the highest confidence because the Patriots were playing so-so and had been
significantly penalized in their first two
games, were without one of their top
offensive players because of a coach’s
decision, and Madison was hungry for
a victory, suffering two close losses to
highly-regarded teams.
The Patriots, though, rose to the
challenge and played its best game of
the season so far, according to head
coach Bruce Hanson.
“It was a great win for us, one of our
biggest in a while,” Hanson said.
Continued on Page 25

Yorktown High School wide receiver Charlie Taylor makes one of his five catches during the
Patriots home game againt the Madison Warhawks on Sept. 9.
PHOTO BY DEB KOLT

A Lost Weekend for Three Arlington Teams
A Staff Report

By lopsided and close scores. the
Bishop O’Connell Knights, Wakefield
Warriors and Washington-Liberty Generals lost in high-school football action
this past weekend.

FOOTBALL ROUNDUP
n The Washington-Liberty Generals
(1-2) lost 17-10 at home to the Chantilly
Chargers on Sept. 9 in non-district action.
The game was tied at 7 thanks to
an 85-yard touchdown run by Jackson
Broadwell and Anthony Ceballos-Medina’s extra point. Chantilly then took a
17-7 lead, with W-L cutting the score to
17-10 on a 25-yard field goal by Cebal-
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los-Medina.
The Generals had possession late in
the fourth quarter with a chance to tie
the game, but eventually turned the ball
over on downs, then Chantilly ran out
the clock.
Broadwell ran for 143 yards on 16
carries with W-L quarterback Ryan
Jones completing 12 passes for 134
yards. Sean Guffey had four catches for
33 yards, Jackson Nowinski three for 57,
Broadwell three for 18 and JoJo Sovula
two for 26.
Lineman Elijah Hughes led the defense for W-L, and David Harris had a
sack.
“He was awesome,” WashingtonLiberty coach Josh Shapiro said about
Hughes on defense.

In W-L’s previous game, Hughes
made 13 tackles, with six for losses, including two sacks. Jose Morales made
11 tackles in that contest.
n The Wakefield Warriors fell to
0-3 with a 37-7 non-district road loss to
the W.T. Woodson Cavaliers on Sept. 9.
Wakefield led 7-0 at the end of the first
quarter on a 49-yard interception return by Kobe Davis and Mario PinedoQuiroga’s extra point.
Wakefield was hurt by 114 yards in
penalties and the Warriors had under
100 total yards, including 54 passing by
Shaan Rangra. Jordan Hickman and
Antonio Smith each had one catch.
Smith rushed for 12 yards to lead Wakefield.
Continued on Page 25
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Some games have lasted longer
than three hours. Used to be highschool football games took two hours
to play – or less.
The reasons for the long games are
multiple.
There is a lot more passing now
in high-school football, which means
more stoppage of the clock when a
pass is incomplete.
During the early season, there always tends to be many more penalties
and players having leg cramps, especially during hot afternoon games. All
of that stops and delays play.
Also, why does it take upwards of
2 minutes or longer after a touchdown
or field goal for the ensuing kickoff to
occur? Teams will be allowed to huddle on the sidelines for a minute or so
before lining up for the kickoff.
So many game officials also don’t
seem to have a sense of urgency to
speed the games along like used to
occur much more often. Are they too
inexperienced to do better? Also, there
are multiple huddles among the game
officials during any contest to discuss
whatever. What’s that all about?
And how many times does this happen: The offense and defense will be
lined up, the ball ready to be snapped,
then a game official will run toward
the ball blowing a whistle to interrupt
the flow of the game and prevent the
snap for whatever reason.
Add up all of those examples and
there is little consistent flow or rhythm
to so many high-school football games
anymore. And nothing seems to be being done to fix the situation. Maybe
most don’t believe it needs fixing.
It does need fixing, because threehour-plus, delay-filled high-school
football games are way too long and
not fun to watch.

Find daily updates on the Web at
www.insidenova.com. Stay in touch
through Twitter (@sungazettespts) and
www.facebook.com/sungazettenews.

Two Good Friends Were on the Bench Together Again
DAVE FACINOLI
Staff Writer

For Bobby Dobson and Tony Bentley, being on the
same bench again as basketball coaches for the first
time since 2002 was like old times, but with a few differences.
The two shared the bench for a few weeks during
the spring and summer AAU season leading the Team
17-under boys squad,
BASKETBALL Prolook
which included players for
Wakefield, Washington-Liberty and Yorktown high
schools in Arlington and from other Northern Virginia schools. Bentley was the head coach and Dobson
the assistant.
“That was the happiest I’ve ever been coaching
AAU ball having Bobby on the bench again,” Bentley
said. “I didn’t care if we won a game. It was just so
good to be back together like that.”
During the winter high-school campaign, each are
boys high-school head varsity coaches on rival opposite benches – Dobson leading the Washington-Liberty Generals and Bentley the Wakefield Warriors.
The teams meet at least a couple of times during the
season.
Each has won more than 300 games as a highschool head coach.

Bobby Dobson, left, and Tony Bentley, right, coached an AAU
TEAM PROLOOK
basketball team together this summer.

Before Bentley became the Wakefield coach some
20 years ago, he was an assistant under Dobson at
W-L for multiple seasons where they shared the same
bench.
The good friends decided to coach together again
to oversee some of their players and to enjoy the experience.
“It was a great experience, a lot of fun for both of

us and brought back a lot of great memories,” Dobson
said. “Tony was the head coach, and he would ask my
opinion on things.”
As head coaches often do, they often asked their assistant, sometimes abruptly, to hand them a clipboard
during timeouts and team huddles. Dobson said that
took some getting used to, because that was a role-reversal. Bentley used to do the same for Dobson as his
assistant on the W-L bench.
“I kind of yelled at Bobby once to ‘get my board’
and right away I knew I was in trouble for doing that,”
Bentley said. “That’s Bobby Dobson, why am I doing
that? I felt like a son yelling at his dad.”
Bentley said the two later chuckled about the encounter.
Out of habit, the two coaches tended to stand up
on the sideline at the same time to give instructions to
players or chat with an official.
“Referees would tell us only one can stand up at a
time, so that was an adjustment, too,” Dobson said.
Bentley hopes Dobson returns to the AAU bench
next season, but isn’t sure he will. Dobson had not yet
made a decision either.
“I told Bobby he’s under a contract for two years
to ccoach with me,” Bentley kidded. “But Bobby said
he’ll talk to his lawyer about how to get out of that
contract.”

Patriots
Continued from Page 24

Yorktown High School defensiveback Dylan Minsker grabs a pass that was intended for Madison’s Cord Yates during the Sept. 9 game in Arlington.
PHOTO BY DEB KOLT

Football
Continued from Page 24
n With a third-string quarterback at
the helm, the Bishop O’Connell Knights
turned the ball over seven times, includ-

ing multiple interceptions, in a 38-0 loss
to visiting Mount Zion Prep Academy
on Sept. 10 in non-conference action.
Mount Zion returned two interceptions
for touchdowns.
O’Connell’s starting quarterback
and runningback missed the game with
injuries, leaving the offense at a disad-

The coach said Yorktown won because its defense did not allow Madison,
second in the Class 6 state tournament
last fall, to sustain any long drives, took
advantage of turnovers and cut down
on penalties and mistakes.
Yorktown took the lead for good
at 14-11 with 9:20 left in the game on
a 23-yard touchdown pass from James
Yoest to Charlie Taylor, followed by a
Tomas Edmeades extra point. The score
capped a long drive with runningback
Miles Fang and Yoest rushing for positive yardages, and Taylor catching a key
nine-yard pass.
After taking the lead, Yorktown’s defense did the rest to secure the victory,
with Gabe Miller recovering a fumble,
and the Patriots having another timeconsuming drive, in which Taylor had
another key first-down reception.
“Our defense was playing strong
and caused turnovers,” Hanson said.
“Turnovers at bad times for them was
the difference, and they had some bad
penalties.”
Dylan Minsker and Devan Rimon
had interceptions for Yorktown.
Yoest was 10 of 13 passing for 108
yards. Taylor had five catches for 62
yards, Miles Fang and Miles Rosman
each had two catches and Michael Meritt one.

On the ground, Fang was the primary
ball carrier, gaining 92 yards on 24 carries, including a two-yard third-quarter
scoring run to give Yorktown a 7-3
lead over Edmeades’ first extra point.
Keegan Westhoff and Yoest had six and
five-yards rushing, respectively.
Yorktown will attempt to improve
to 3-1 with a non-district road game
against the Oakton Cougars (2-1) Friday, Sept. 16 at 7 p.m. Oakton defeated
Yorktown last season.
The following week Yorktown hosts
the Westfield Bulldogs (2-1) at 7 p.m.
Sept. 23 in a third straight non-league
contest against a Concorde District opponent. Yorktown also lost to Westfield
last season in a close finish.
“We have a chance to win a couple of
more games now,” Hanson said.

vantage.
O’Connell quarterback Jonathan
Nguyen completed five passes for 68
yards, with Josiah Rose and Colin Harris catching two passes each. O’Connell
had minus yards rushing and fewer than
100 total yards.
On defense for the Knights, Colin

Richardson, Jai Thompson and Cameron Lee each made six tackles. Nate
Harrison made five and Harris three.
Cameron Lee and Samson Ogunade
batted down passes, and Aidan Munroe
and Frank Johnson broke up passes.
O’Connell plays at Carroll on Sept.
16 at 7 p.m.
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Yorktown quarterback James Yoest rolls out
PHOTO BY DEB KOLT
to pass against Madison.
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High-School Roundup
O’CONNELL TO PLAY ARLINGTON RIVALS IN FIELD HOCKEY: The Bishop

O’Connell Knights are doing something
historic in girls varsity field hockey this
season.
The private-school team has matches
scheduled against all three of its Arlington public-school rivals – the Washington-Liberty Generals at home at 4 p.m.
Sept. 12, the defending Class 6 state
champion Yorktown Patriots at home
at 5:30 p.m. Sept. 19, and the Wakefield
Warriors on the road Oct. 11 at 7:30
p.m. The Wakefield match was a late addition when the Warriors had an opening on their schedule.
Second-year O’Connell coach Megan Sullivan set up the matches. She
initially wanted to schedule an all-Arlington tournament with the four teams,
but that could not be arranged. She said
scheduling each team was the secondbest option.
“I wanted to do this from day one
when I became the coach,” Sullivan
said.
Sullivan began the Arlington Field
Hockey recreation program in 2019,
an organization for players in grades 3
through 8 with 250 players and a long
waiting list. Since she has coached many
of the players on the various rosters of
the Arlington teams through that program, Sullivan thought it would only be
natural if the four high-school programs
played during the regular season.
“I know a lot of the girls, so starting Arlington Field Hockey sparked the
idea for these games,” Sullivan said.
As for O’Connell’s season, the
Knights opened their campaign with a
1-0 overtime home victory over St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes in non-conference
competition. Ellen Kaht scored the tipin goal off of a penalty corner and assist
from Madi Sullivan.
Kaht, a senior, received the team’s

and Yorktown junior Roman Steis was
eighth (16:03).
Levine is one of the top returns from
last season’s Yorktown team that won
the Liberty District championship.
Bishop O’Connell’s Anthony Lenzini was 23rd (16:34) in the boys meet at
Monroe Parker.
In the boys team standings, Washington-Liberty was 18th and O’Connell 25.
Yorktown did not have enough runners
in the race to count in the team standings.
Emmett Engelhardt led the Washington-Liberty boys in 39th (16:51).
YORKTOWN GOLFERS UNDEFEATED:

Bishop O’Connell’s Ellen Kaht, left, receives
the Golden Ball Player of the Game award as
Madi Sullivan reacts. O’CONNELL FIELD HOCKEY

Yorktown High School senior Jack Levine had
a strong race at the Monroe Parker Invitational meet.
PHOTO BY DAVE FACINOLI

Golden Ball Player of the Game award.
O’Connell hopes to continue its winning ways this fall after recording the
first winning season in program history
last fall with a final 8-7 overall record.
The Knights also made the semifinals
of their conference tournament last
season, and qualified for the Division I
state tourney for the first time.
The coach attributed the success to
teaching the players the basics of the
sport. Sullivan said the Knights will
play a tough schedule with non-league
games against the Arlington teams and
match versus traditional state power
Collegiate.
“To get better and be challenged, you
have to play the best,” Sullivan said.
O’Connell’s other seniors are Olivia Mann, Meredith Peterson, Tara
O’Brien, Mia Young, Mary Nachmann,
Sawyer Carlitti, Aileen Kent and Nycole Steward.

High School junior Molly Weithman
finished third in 17 minutes, 48 seconds
in the girls varsity race at the annual
Monroe Parker Invitational meet run
the morning of Sept. 10 at Burke Lake
Park.
She was the highest finisher, girl or
boys, from any of the four Arlington
high schools entered in the competition.
She also had a top finish in the same
meet last season.
Wakefield High School senior Elizabeth Coe placed 16th (19:13) in the girls
race on Sept. 10 and Yorktown High
School junior Eleanor Whitehouse was
24th (19:55).
In the girls team standings, Washington-Liberty was the highest Arlington
finisher in eighth and Yorktown was
10th. Seniors Karenna Keane (20:45)
and Cameron Bunker (20:46) finished
45th and 46th, respectively, to lead the
W-L girls.
In the boys varsity race, Yorktown senior Jack Levine finished fourth in 15:47

CROSS COUNTRY: Bishop O’Connell

Sports Briefs
SENIOR SOFTBALL CONFERENCES:

Below are the conference lineups for the
2022 fall regular season of the Northern
Virginia Senior Softball League.
Game are played at various venues
throughout Northern Virginia. Standings will updated every week or so at
https://sungazette.news.
For information about the league,
call Dave at (703) 663-7881.
American Conference: Springfield
Silver, Alexandria Red, Oakton Green,
Arlington Gold, Alexandria Dark
Green, Fairfax Light Blue, Alexandria
Black, Alexandria Maroon, Springfield
Navy Blue, Fairfax Royal Blue.
National Conference: Reston Green,
Fairfax Red, Fairfax Royal Blue, Springfield Maroon, Gainesville Silver.
Continental Conference: Haymarket
Royal Blue, Springfield Orange, Reston
Maroon, Fairfax Navy Blue, Reston Silver, Lake Ridge Green, Vienna Gold,
26

September 15, 2022

Great Falls Red.

ANNUAL ‘NVADACA’ GOLF TOURNEY:

HALL OF FAME BANQUET: Wednesday,

Oct. 12 is the annual Arlington Sports
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony Banquet Dinner at the Knights of Columbus.
The 2022 inductees are Jim Barbe
(Washington-Lee High School, Class
of 1973) baseball player at W-L and
James Madison University; Craig Esherick (Georgetown University, Class
of 1978) college basketball player,
head and assistant basketball coach at
Georgetown, administrator and contributor to Arlington sports; Maren
Taylor (Yorktown High School, Class
of 2009) state champion high-school
diver and standout college diver; Harry
Thomas, Jr. (Washington-Lee, Class of
1972) standout baseball/football athlete
at W-L and the University of Virginia
and champion senior golfer.

The Northern Virginia Athletic Directors and Coaches Association (NVADACA) will host its 36th annual fund-raising golf tournament on Monday, Sept.
26 at 9 a.m. at Bull Run Golf Club in
Haymarket. Proceeds from the tournament go toward college scholarships to
high-school senior student-athletes in
Northern Virginia.
Find registration information about
how to play in the event individually or
as a foursome, or make donations to
sponsor the tournament on the Website at www.nvadaca.org or by e-mail at
nvadaca@gmail.com.
The tournament will include a closest-to-the-pin contest along with longest-drive and putting contests. A prize
will be presented to the team with the
lowest score.
In May, NVADACA awarded 21
scholarships of $4,000 each to seniors
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The Yorktown Patriots golf team improved to 6-0 overall in dual matches
and 4-0 in the Liberty District with
a 161-169 victory over the Marshall
Statesmen at Westwood Country Club
in Vienna.
Tony Newell shot 39 to lead Yorktown in the nine-hole match. Trevor
McAndrews shot 40, Benjamin Newfield, Cole Ransom and Luke Sanne all
had 41 with Austin Barbari shooting
46.
In an exhibition match, Yorktown’s
Taylor Mitchel shot 39.
Yorktown has a big district match
this week against McLean and Langley.
NEW WEIGHT CLASSES: Following ap-

proval from the Virginia High School
League (VHSL) executive committee,
wrestling weight classes will be tweaked
for the upcoming winter season.
There will continue to be 14 weight
classes, with several adjustments.
n The old weight classes were: 106
pounds, 113, 120, 126, 132, 138, 145,
152, 160, 170, 182, 195, 215 and 285.
n The new classes are: 106, 113, 120,
126, 132, 138, 144, 150, 157, 165, 175,
190, 215, 285.

during a breakfast banquet at Springfield Golf& Country Club.
Find overall registration information
on the Website at www.nvadaca.org.
The site has information on how to join
NVADACA and make donations. The
group has monthly meetings and additional events.
Since 1980, a total of 500 students
from 43 different high schools have received scholarships from NVADACA,
totaling more than $1 million.
SENIOR BASKETBALL: Join weekly

half-court basketball games from noon
to 2 p.m. on Wednesdays at Arlington’s
Walter Reed Center. Players ages 60 to
81 play at a comfortable and competitive pace.
There are no fees nor a need to be
Arlington resident. Contact Tom at
tbtb1313@gmail.com or (943) 7564646.

Transportation Notes
CHANGES COMING TO SPEED LIMITS
ON MORE ROADWAYS: Arlington Coun-

ty Board members on Sept. 17 are slated
to approve a staff proposal reducing from
30 mph to 25 mph the maximum speed
limit along Fairfax Drive from Arlington
Boulevard to North Barton Street.
In addition, board members are being asked to reduce the maximum speed
limit from 35 mph to 25 mph on 5th Road
South from Carlin Springs Road to the
Fairfax County line.
A public hearing will precede what is
likely to be pro-forma approval on the
board’s part. The cost of new speed-limit
signs is expected to total $1,000.
In addition, Arlington County Board
members on Sept. 17 are expected advertise a public hearing for Oct. 15 to cut
from 35 mph to 30 mph speed limits on
Washington Boulevard from Arlington
Boulevard to North Pershing Drive; on
South Joyce Street from Columbia Pike
to Army Navy Drive; and on Columbia
Pike from South Dinwiddie Street to the
Fairfax County line.
At the same hearing, board members
will consider reducing from 30 mph to 25
mph the stretch of Lorcom Lane from
Cherry Hill Road to Military Road.
RAIL-TO-BUS TRANSFER CHARGE TO
BE ELIMINATED: Arlington County

Board members on Sept. 17 are slated to

eliminate the current $1.50 fee charged to
riders of the Arlington Transit (ART) bus
network for transfers from Metrorail to
the bus system.
The change, slated to go into effect
Oct. 1, is designed in part to encourage
a return to regional rail and bus transit,
which continues to be severely impacted
by a slow return-to-the-office environment in the local region and by having
more residents who are now opting for
alternate ways of getting around.
The discount is applicable to those
using SmarTrip cards to pay for service.
Eliminating the transfer fee is expected
to cost the county government about
$242,000 annually.
MORE
SPENDING
SLATED
ON
BALLSTON METRO STATION PLAZA
AREA: Unforeseen conditions encoun-

tered during construction are given as the
rationale for a nearly $250,000 increase
in the construction contract for “multimodal improvements” at the BallstonMU Metro station’s at-grade plaza.
Arlington County Board members are
slated to approve the change on Sept. 17.
The project, designed to streamline
operations and improve safety on Fairfax Drive and North Stuart Street at the
station’s entrance, began in June 2020 and
was slated to be completed by November
2021. But a succession of some minor and

a few major issues cropped up, pushing
the estimated completion date back by
about a year.
With the extra funding, the budgeted
total now is just over $5.7 million, county
officials said.
NAME CHANGES COMING TO METRO
STATIONS: Beginning Sept. 11, Metro

will change the names of five stations on
signage and maps across the system, as
requested by local jurisdictions and approved by the transit system’s board of
directors.
Travelers will see immediate changes
on digital maps throughout rail stations
and on bus displays, as well as on wmata.
com, Trip Planner and Next Arrivals.
Destination signs on Metrobuses and
announcements also will recognize new
station names. Static maps will be updated gradually once new Silver Line stations
and the Potomac Yard Station open for
passenger service.
Changes being implemented include:
• White Flint will become North
Bethesda.
• Largo Town Center will become
Downtown Largo.
• Tysons Corner will become Tysons.
• Prince George’s Plaza will become
Hyattsville Crossing.
• West Falls Church’s secondary name
of VT/UVA will become VT only.

2ND ANNUAL BOULEVA
BOULEVARD
V RD MANOR
VA

Metro is working with each jurisdictional partner to coordinate name-change
rollouts to minimize confusion for customers.

‘Elk Cam’ Offers
Viewing Options
Virginia’s resurgent elk population is being highlighted in the Department of Wildlife Resources’
2022 “Elk Cam,” which will provide
a glimpse of the majestic animals
through autumn.
“Elk are able to share their charismatic presence with all Virginians from the valleys of Appalachia
through this live viewing camera,”
state wildlife officials said, touting
the two years of work by donors and
volunteers to make the project a reality.
Moving forward, the Elk Cam
will run annually from mid-August
(when calves and cows to rejoin the
herd) through November.
“Elk rut peaks between late September and early October, and will
have the greatest amount of all-day
elk activity,” state officials said.
The Elk Cam can be accessed at
https://dwr.virginia.gov/elk-cam/.

SEPTEMBER 17
10 AM - 2 PM

Furniture, holiday decorations,
clothes, books, toys, decorative
and household items and more
will be for sale for all age groups at
more than 25 homes.
Join us for another magnificent
day of finding treasures and
meeting new friends. Spread the
word with your friends and family
– the more the merrier.
Look for the Yard Sale signs where
N Manchester St meets Wilson
Blvd and on Arlington Blvd (Rt 50).

MARYBETH G. FRASER
CEO, MBA, REALTOR®
LICENSED IN VA & DC

Hosted by Marybeth Fraser and
the Magnificent Manors Team.

Certified Luxury Home
Marketing Specialist®
Accredited Staging Professional®

703.798.180
marybeth@magnificentmanors.com
3
www.magnificentmanors.com

2111 Wilson Blvd, Suite 1050 | Arlington, VA 22201
Each office is independently owned and operated. If you are currently under a brokerage agreement with another firm do not consider this a solicitation.
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LEGALS/////////////////////////////////////////// EMPLOYMENT////////////////////
One click to
all public
notices
in
Virginia

REGIONAL BUSINESS
OUTREACH MANAGER

Newspaper
Carriers

Northern Virginia-Based
The Virginia Economic Development Partnership is seeking
a Regional Business Outreach Manager for its Regional Talent Solutions and Business Outreach Division. This position
will conduct business outreach, representing VEDP, to assist
growing Virginia companies with their recruitment and training needs and help companies leverage available programs
to support their growth.

All candidates must apply through our website
https://www.vedp.org/careers. Application deadline: September 23, 2022.

publicnoticevirginia.com

CLASSIFIEDS ////////////////////////

WANTED
Apply
Today!

The Sun
Gazette

Send your resume to
vmashaw@sungazette.net

In Print & Online
Subscribe, Advertise
703-771-8800 • www.sungazette.net

EOE

Find the Local ServicesYou Need

From home services to lawn & garden, and beyond, our Business Card corner is published every
week and is filled with helpful, local professional connections. Keep this informative resource on
hand for easy access to the services you need today, and may need tomorrow and tell them you
saw it in the Sun Gazette!

New River Gorge
National Park, WV
• Rafting

Get your ad in the
Business Card Corner!
In print and online at
The Sun Gazette.news

To place your ad,
email:
vmashaw@
sungazette.net

Email me to
get started at
vmashaw@sungazette.net

• Float Trips
• Zipline
• Cabins

800.463.9873
raftinginfo.com
RESCUE
This is Georgie.
He was a day away
from euthanasia
when we rescued him.

WHAT’S UP?
Find out what’s going down around town
with a subscription to the Sun Gazette!

• Local News, Events & Information; Local Jobs •
Real Estate • Classifieds • Puzzles • Sports & So Much More

Order
Subsc a
ri
52 Weeks ption
for

Find it in print and online!

The Sun Gazette

Local News & So Much More
In Print & Online

703.771.8800 | www.SunGazette.news

Georgie is one of the 1,300 dogs and cats we rescued last year from
euthanasia. Please help us save even more this year by applying to
become a foster parent at Wolf Trap Animal Rescue today.

wolftrapanimalrescue.com

Donate today.

Order Toda $99
y!

Contact Aubrey Hawkins @ 571-333-6277 or
ahawkins@sungazette.net

Sign
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SUN text ns!
G
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228 TTE to
28

save
the
fuzz
balls

Go to sungazette.modulist.news to list your Engagement, Wedding or Anniversary!

We partner with
Modulist to
empower readers
and publish more
of their stories.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
HBM Flat 8-21-22.pdf

BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING

1

8/22/22

HOME IMPROVEMENT

4:41 PM

PAINTING

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

alfredospainting82@gmail.com

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
• Master Plumber
• Master Electrician
• Master HVAC

10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

57 1 - 3 9 7 - 4 6 9 9

C

M

Y

MASONRY

CM

MY

North’s Custom
Masonry

CY

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

CMY

K

703-999-2929 Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Honest & Dependable Service • Satisfaction Guaranteed

540-533-8092 Lic./Ins.

BRICK & BLOCK

Ruby’s Home

CLEANING SERVICES

“We Sanitize &
Disinfect”
“If you are tired of cleaning up after
your cleaning service, call me!”

703-477-1932

mrubyrodriguez12@Hotmail.com

Decorative Concrete
& Paver Specialists
We offer a variety of finishes,
including Stamped Concrete &
Pavers, to provide your project a
unique & special look.

571-323-2566
www.greatfallsdevelopment.com

TREE SERVICES //////////////// /
AT AFFORDABLE RATES

15% OFF
Tree Service!

•Tree Trimming & Mulching • Tree Planting • Lot Clearing incl. HOA

johnqueirolo1@gmail.com
Licensed/Insured • Member Angie’s List & BBB

HES Co. LLC • 703-203-8853

www.hescompanyllc.com

Decks • Porches
Patios • Basements
Bathrooms

703-587-7762

North’s Tree &
Landscaping

Complete Tree & Landscape Company

Interior
Kitchens and Bathrooms
Exterior
Additions, Decks, Siding
and Roofing
Specializing in aging in place remodels.

703-327-1100
\WWW.HOMEELEMENT.COM

Fall

Class A contractors License
also Insured
• Brick • Stone • Flagstone
• Concrete • Patios • Walkways
• Retaining • Decorative Walls
• Repairs

540-481-6519

www.patsmasonry.com
patsmasonry@yahoo.com

Your Local Arlington
Roofing Specialist

SPEC

25% OIAL
FF
W
ITH TH

IS AD!

Roofing • Siding
Windows • Doors

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years • Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092

• Mulching • Clean Up • Trimming • Tree Removal
• Lot Clearing • Uplift Trees • Deadlimbing
• Private Fencing • Pruning • Grading
• Retaining/Stone Walls • Grading Driveways

Please give us a call.

Honest & Dependable Service
24 Hr. Emerg. Service • Satisfaction Guaranteed

www.painterroofing.com

Lic./Ins. • Free Estimates • Angie’s List Member • BBB

571-427-2450
PLUMBING

20 +Years
•Seasonal Cleaning
of Experience
•Planting
•Lawn Mowing
•New Lawns
•Fertilizing
•Retaining Walls
•Weed Control
•Aeration
•Tree Pruning
•Mulching
•Trimming
•Gutter Cleaning
•Patios
•Drains

Free Estimates •

25 years experience
Free Estimates
All Work guaranteed

ROOFING

LAWN & GARDEN

Elmer’s
Lawn &
Garden
703-878-4524

Pat's Masonry LLC

For all your masonry needs

21462 Cedar DR., Sterling, VA 20164
Phone: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621
e-mail: patmiddleton@comcast.net
www.brmiddletonconcrete.com

FALL SPECIAL

Quality Builds Trust

www.MainStreet-Home-Improvements.com

Pat Middleton, Owner

EXPERT

REMODELING SPECIALIST

Driveways • Patios • Walkways • Pool Decks • Steps
Stoops • Retaining Walls • Pavers

CONCRETE

Tree Cutting & Stump Removal

WITH OFF
TH
AD! IS

• Patios • Walkways • Fire Pits • Fireplaces
• Paver Driveways • Masonry Walls • Columns
Stone Work on your house

Free Estimates

CLEANING

20%

• elmerslawnandgarden@msn.com

Affordable
Yard Work

Syd’s Plumbing
& Repairs

Certified Gardener

No Job Too Small!

Weeding, Hedge Trimming,
Mulching, Leaf & Snow Removal

Sewer and Water Repair
and Replacement
Bathroom Remodeling
& All Your Plumbing Needs

License B522316 & Bonded

703-955-6376

sungazette.news

703-627-3574
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Patriots Earn Big Victory Over Warhawks

The Yorktown High School football team improved to 2-1 overall by earning a big 14-11 nondistrict victory over the visiting and two-time defending 6D North Region champion Madison
Warhawks in a Sept. 9 contest in Arlington. Madison fell to 0-3 with the loss. From top left: Yorktown defensiveback Dylan Minker rips the ball away from Madison wide receiver Sonny Endicott as both players leap attempting to make the catch. Yorktown quarterback James Yoest
fires off a pass as Madison defensive end Eric Anderson applies heavy pressure from the right
side. Madison’s Dominic Knicely attempts to run over Yorktown defender Jackson Heflin, left,
despite the tight hold Tomas Edmeades, right, has on his jersey. Madison runningback Angelo
Jreige works to break free from the hold Yorktown’s Christopher Montecino has on his legs.
Yorktown’s Miles Rosman carries the ball as Madison defenders Jake Green and Anderson attempt to make a tackle. Madison’s Dominic Knicely carries the ball as Cord Yates tries to block
Yorktown defensiveback Jeremiah Daniels. See a slide show of more photos from the game at
https://sungazette.news.

Photos by Deb Kolt
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Arlington history
Items taken from the archives of the
Northern Virginia Sun. Find out more on
local history at the Web site www.arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org.
September 18, 1936:
• Leaders of Washington Golf &
Country Club say they plan to rebuild after a fire caused major damage this week.
• County police will now direct traffic at all local schools before and after
classes.
• Clarence Ahalt of Arlington is the
state Republican presidential campaign
director.
• U.S. Sen. Carter Glass, D-Va., has no
Republican opposition for re-election, but
is opposed by candidates of the Communist, Socialist and Prohibition parties.
• The Sun’s editor says that “writing
headlines is one of the most annoying
things about putting a newspaper together.”
September 16, 1944:
• Treasurer John Locke Green wants
the county to ban outhouses as a health
hazard.
• The Arlington Rifle & Pistol Club
will hold a family picnic and shooting
competition tomorrow.
September 16, 1950:
• The number of state polio cases has
reached 700 this year, already tying the record set in 1944.
• The University of Virginia Law
School has admitted its first black student.
September 18, 1958:
• U.S. District Court Judge Albert Bryan has ordered Arlington officials to admit
four black students to all-white Stratford
Junior High School by next February, but
has rejected bids by 26 other black students to integrate the school.
• State officials say more vehicles now
cross the Potomac River each day than
cross the Hudson River between New
York and New Jersey.
• Oops: The president of the Virginia
Young Democrats inadvertently sent U.S.
Rep. Joel Broyhill, R-10th, a letter pledging campaign support.
September 13, 1963:
• Republican legislators from Northern
Virginia are seeking a statewide vote on
repeal of the poll tax. Meanwhile, a Sun
editorial says “the poll tax must go.”

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

THE 1920s
© StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. The Sweet’s hit “Ballroom
____”
6. Farm cry
9. Schooner pole
13. Barrel racing meet
14. *“____ Quiet on the
Western Front,” 1920s novel
15. Move sideways
16. Southeast Asia org.
17. Hula dancer’s garland
18. Like the Vitruvian Man
19. *New type of movie
in the 1920s
21. *Jack Dempsey’s sport
23. Triple ____ liqueur
24. Prep flour
25. “Hamilton: An American
Musical” singing style
28. Floppy data storage
30. Smack
35. Not much (2 words)
37. *Prolific playwright ____
Coward
39. Sacrum, pl.
40. “Nana” author …mile
____
41. Flash of light
43. Not kosher
44. Convex molding
46. *Football legend Graham,
born in 1921
47. Furniture wood
48. Not wholesale
50. Aquatic snakes
52. Reggae precursor
53. Animal den
55. Café alternative
57. *Assassinated Villa
60. *St. ____, 1928 Olympic

site
63. East Asian peninsula
64. Nope
66. “Bite the bullet,” e.g.
68. Relating to Quechuan
people
69. B&B, e.g.
70. Foul smell
71. Challenge
72. Langley agency
73. Decorates, as
in Christmas tree

DOWN
1. Type of undergarment
2. *Like generation described
by Gertrude Stein
3. Brain wave
4. Shades of blue
5. Very tired
6. “The Fighter” actor
Christian ____
7. Bass or Redhook
8. Defendant’s excuse
9. Longer then mini

10. Port in Yemen
11. Smelting waste
12. ____ Aviv
15. 6 equal parts of 6
20. Cake layer
22. Short for oftentimes
24. Mosquito, slangily
25. Schick’s product
26. Beyond’s partner
27. *Amelia Earhart, e.g.
29. *Like Charles Lindbergh’s
1927 transatlantic flight
31. W on a bulb
32. TV classic “Green ____”
33. Floorboard sound
34. *“The Trial” and “The
Castle” author Franz ____
36. Samoan money
38. Not on time
42. Much, in Italy
45. Tin Man’s prop
49. Follows soh
51. Confession, archaic
54. Not Doric nor Corinthian
56. Downy duck
57. Kind of cornbread
58. Rainbows and such
59. Like a drink in a snifter
60. Mimicking bird
61. ____caca, South
American lake
62. Type of modern meeting
63. *American Girl character
born in 1923
65. American cuckoo
67. Robinson to
“The Graduate”

55+ News
55+ programs are held indoors at 55+
Centers unless otherwise noted. A 55+
membership (starting at a $20 annual fee)
is required to participate.
For information, go to registration.arlingtonva.us or call (703) 228-4747.
MAPLE TREES TOPIC OF INVESTIGATION: A tour of local laceleaf Japanese

maple trees and a discussion about their
origin and care will be presented on Monday, Sept. 19 at 11:30 a.m. at Walter Reed
55+ Center. (Registration #911400-24)

FANS OF CURRENT EVENTS TO MEET:

A discussion of local and world current
events will be presented on Monday, Sept.
19 at 10 a.m. at Walter Reed 55+ Center.
(Registration #911402-24)

PAINTING DEMONSTRATION OFFERED
ONLINE: An online painting demonstra-

tion with a community-arts programmer
will be presented on Monday, Sept. 19 at
10:30 a.m. A supply list will be sent prior
to class. (Registration #911303-14)
•••

HISTORY OF PROHIBITION IN LOCAL
AREA DETAILED: Stories of local boot-

leggers during Prohibition, and government raids that attempted to stop them,
will be discussed by park historian John
McNair on Monday, Sept. 19 at 4 p.m. at
Rocky Run Park. (Registration #91110614)

SERIES TO FOCUS ON LIFE’S NEXT
CHAPTER: A three-part series on creat-

ing the next chapter of your life, led by
trained life coach Amy Culbertson, will
kick off on Tuesday, Sept. 20 at 11 a.m. at
Langston-Brown 55+ Center. Additional
sessions will be held Oct. 4 and 25 at 11
a.m. (Registration #911899-10)
GENEALOGY 4-1-1 OFFERED: Basics of
genealogy will be presented on Tuesday,
Sept. 20 at 11:30 a.m. at Lubber Run 55+
Center. (Registration #911402-06)
CELEBRATION HIGHLIGHTS CHAI TEA:

A celebration of National Chai (Tea) Day
will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 21 at 11
a.m. at Walter Reed 55+ Center. (Regis-

sungazette.news

tration #911501-07)
ORIGAMI CLASS IN THE OFFING: A
class in origami will be presented on
Wednesday, Sept. 21 at 4:30 p.m. at Arlington Mill 55+ Center. (Registration
#911310-01)
DISCUSSION TO LOOK AT HARPER’S
ARTICLES: A discussion of magazine ar-

ticles from Harper’s, led by librarian Vicky
McCaffrey, will be presented on Wednesday, Sept. 21 at 11 a.m. at Aurora Hills
55+ Center. (Registration #911402-26)

ASPIRING FILMMAKERS TO GATHER:

A filmmaking-interest group will meet
on Thursday, Sept. 22 at 6 p.m. at Lubber
Run 55+ Center, led by video expert Nick
Englund. (Registration #911403-03)
TRAVELERS HEAD TO MARYLAND MUSEUM: The 55+ Travel group will visit the

Glestone Museum in Potomac on Friday,
Sept. 23. The cost is $9 for Arlington
residents, $10 for others. (Registration
#902209-05)
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500 N. Nelson Street • Arlington, VA 22203

Ashton Heights • $954,900

JUST A FEW BLOCKS FROM METRO & THE BALLSTON
QUARTER! This 4BR, 2BA classic brick Cape Cod is nestled
on a lovely level corner garden lot in Arlington’s historic Ashton
Heights/Lyon Park neighborhood. Enjoy the welcoming covered
entry porch, living room w/fireplace, cheerful sun-drenched exposure, separate dining room, refinished hardwood floors, fresh paint
throughout, and an updated retro-preserved kitchen w/fabulous
adjoining “iced tea sipping” back porch/sunroom. The totally flexible floor plan offers 2 main level BR’S & 2 large upper level BR’S.
Some of the wonderful features include period curved archways,
exposed wood staircase, playful upper level roof lines, dormer windows & classic black & white ceramic tile work. Don’t miss the
detached garage & partially finished basement w/2nd fireplace
& plenty of room for expansion! Located just a few blocks from
the vibrant Orange Line Metro corridor and all of Clarendon’s lively
shops, restaurants, entertainment venues and gyms.

6312 17th Street N. • Arlington, VA 22205
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JUST
JUST
LISTED!
LISTED!
DAVID LLOYD ❑ 703-593-3204 ❑ DAVID-LLOYD.WEICHERT.COM ❑

Madison Manor • $939,900

CHARMING COLONIAL NESTLED ON A QUIET
NON-THRU STREET
This surprisingly spacious 3 bedroom, 3 bath expanded Colonial offers nearly 2,000 base square feet, and is nestled on
a gorgeous 6,023 square foot garden lot in N. Arlington’s
popular Madison Manor neighborhood. Enjoy the cheerful
sun drenched exposures, formal living and dining rooms,
remodeled eat-in kitchen, a main level family room addition
with full bath,copious closet space and separate entry (this
flexible space could also make a very comfy main level bedroom suite). Gleaming hardwood floors, fresh paint,many updates and a finished lower level with a charming Knotty Pine
paneled recreation room, 3rd full bath and copious storage
complete the package. All sited on a lovely garden oasis lot
complete with relaxing patio. Just steps to EFC Metro station
and the extensive Madison Manor Park. Come see why this
commuter’s haven is so popular with today’s home buyers!

DLREALTYGROUP@GMAIL.COM

TWO More 5-Star Reviews!!!
Daniel was wonderful to work with, very patient and generous with his time to make
sure we understood each step and felt comfortable throughout the whole home buying process. I don’t know what we would have done without him! Thanks, Daniel!
— Marisa S.
Daniel was always super helpful and quick to respond to any questions or concerns
we had. He was always very efficient and knowledgeable about the entire process
for VA Loans. If he didn’t know the answer he was always able to provide someone
that could assist or help and we got it taken care of. As first time homebuyers and this
being a big chapter in our lives, we were grateful to have Daniel to help us through
the process and make it simple and fast so that we could settle on time. We would
refer him to anyone looking to purchase a home!
— Inae S.

Interest rates have been going up so NOW is a great time to be approved for a mortgage!
Daniel Sole, Mortgager Advisor 571.926.6867 dsole@moacc.com NMLS ID: 1993121
Mortgage Access Corp. NMLS#2731 - Licensed Mortgage Lender: VA, MD and DC. ©2022 Weichert, Realtors®. Weichert® is a federally registered trademark owned by Weichert Co. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. REALTOR® is a
federally registered collective membership mark which identifies a real estate professional who is a Member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics.

FREE Home Buying Seminar
Saturday, October 1st @ 11 a.m.

Weichert Arlington
4701 Old Dominion Drive
Corner Langston Blvd & Old Dominion
Free parking behind building

Curious what
your home
is worth?

Ask us; we know!

For a free market analysis of yours, call us at 703-525-0812

Let us show you what YOU need to know
Yes, WE can show you what you need to do/know
in
to today’s
buy yourmarket,
home! as well as:
•
•
•
•

your actual credit score and how it is really determined
how much you can afford...OR steps to take NOW so you can be approved
for a mortgage in the future
the latest financing programs and options
steps to get to settlement and be handed your keys

RSVP by 9/29 to Denyse “Nia” Bagley
703.525.0812 nbagley@weichertrealtors.net

Get your Real Estate license now!
Industry-leading training, both in class and online

LIVE classes available NOW!
Call TODAY to enroll!
Great Market; Great Support

For more information contact Denyse “Nia” Bagley, SRES

703-525-0812 • nbagley@weichertrealtors.net

Equal Opportunity Employer. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, a disability or familial status.

Weichert® Arlington

4701 Old Dominion Drive • 703-527-3300
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